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INTRODUCTION. 


'^HE  Liber  Pensionum  of  the  Priory  of  Worcester  is  a volume  of 

1 71  parchment  folios,  bound  in  stout  wooden  boards,  originally 
covered  with  leather,  which  is  now  n)uch  worn.  Tt  contains  173  docu- 
ments, carefully  copied  by  various  hands  (though  three  only  are 
responsible  for  the  greater  part  of  the  book),  and  headed  for  the  most 
part  with  rubricated  titles. 

The  pensions  from  which  the  book  takes  its  name  were  annual 
payments  of  different  amounts  receivable  by  the  Prior  and  Convent 
from  many  churches  in  the  diocese,  part  of  whose  revenues  had  been 
appropriated  to  other  monasteries  or  collegiate  institutions.  The  ground 
for  this  exaction  was  that  when  the  Prior,  on  a vacancy  in  the  See,  was 
in  charge  of  the  diocese  in  place  of  the  Bishop,  he  was  precluded  from 
obtaining  from  appropriated  churches  some  of  the  payments  ordinarily 
made  out  of  the  revenues  of  the  livings,  and  in  order  to  secure  him  from 
the  loss  a moderate  annual  payment  was  stipulated  for  at  the  time,  of 
appropriation. 

The  hinge,  therefore,  of  the  collection  is  the  Compositio  of  Archbishop 
Boniface,  1268,  which  established  to  the  Prior  the  right  of  administration 
and  visitation  during  a vacancy  of  the  See.  This  is  given  in  full, 
together  with  a few  other  documents  illustrating  the  working  of  the 
arrangement  (Nos.  90 — 94,  172). 

The  other  main  parts  of  the  collection  fall  under  three  heads:  — 

1.  61  deeds  dealing  with  the  establishment  of  54  pensions. 

2.  45  documents  relating  to  the  institution  of  13  vicarages  for 

churches  appropriated  to  the  Prior  and  Convent. 

3.  A large  number  of  documents  concerning  the  rights,  privileges 

and  properties  of  the  Convent,  many  of  which  are  of  con- 
siderable interest  and  importance. 

The  book  is,  in  fact,  a collection  of  the  legal  proofs  of  various  rights 
and  privileges  gathered  together  into  one  volume  for  purposes  of  ready 
reference.  They  are  arranged  in  no  special  chronological  order,  but,  as 
might  be  expected,  most  of  the  documents  belong  to  dates  subsequent 
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to  1268,  and  they  are  mainly  of  the  fourteenth  century.  Thus,  so  far 
as  they  can  be  dated  — 
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That  the  book  was  handled  in  Reformation  times  is  characteristically 
shewn  by  the  systematic  endeavour  to  erase  the  word  “papa”  whenever 
it  occurs. 

'I’he  few  notes  following  may  serve  to  indicate  the  general  character 
of  the  book  ; — 

I.  The  Compositio  of  Archbishop  Boniface. — There  was  no  privilege 
that  the  Convent  valued  more  highly  than  that  which  gave  the  Prior  the 
right  to  act  as  guardian  of  the  See  during  the  vacancy  caused  by  the 
death  or  translation  of  the  Bishop.  In  such  a case  the  spiritualities,  or 
revenues  accruing  to  the  See  for  spiritual  ministrations  (fees,  offerings 
and  the  like),  went  bv  law  to  the  metropolitan  See  of  Canterbury,  and 
the  question  was : Who  was  the  right  person  to  collect  them  and  to 
exercise  the  necessary  jurisdiction  in  place  of  the  Archbishop  ? By 
custom  the  office  had  long — a tempore  cvjus  memoria  non  existil — 
devolved  upon  the  Prior  as  the  most  appropriate  person  for  the 
Archbishop  to  select,  but  in  the  middle  of  the  thirteenth  century  this 
convention  was  rudely  interrupted.  Boniface,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury, 
though  he  was  uncle  to  the  Queen  of  England,  was  none  the  less  a very 
needy  Savoyard.  On  arriving  in  England  in  1244  he  found  his  Arch- 
bishopric in  a heavy  state  of  debt,  and  set  himself  as  his  first  task  to 
re-establish  its  finances.  This  he  did  by  holding  visitations  and  exacting 
fees  and  fines  not  only  in  his  own  diocese,  but  throughout  the  Province 
of  Canterbury.  These  extra  diocesan  visitations  were  contrary  to  all 
established  custom  and  met  with  such  opposition  that  the  Archbishop 
had  eventually  to  drop  them.  But  his  early  efforts  in  raising  money 
seem  to  have  given  him  a permanent  taste  for  the  practice,  and,  the 
administration  of  dioceses  in  time  of  a vacancy  being  a very  profitable 
source  of  income,  he  made  several  attempts  {e.g.,  in  Lincoln  in  1253 
and  1258,  and  London  in  1260)  to  override  customary  rights  and  to  get 
such  visitations  into  his  own  hands.  I'he  death  of  Bishop  Walter 
Cantelupe  in  1266  gave  him  an  opportunity  in  this  diocese.  He  at  once 
sei)l;„hi^^(<igeut,^^one  Martin  de  Clive,  a monk  of  Canterbury,  into  the 


INTRODUCTION. 


V 


diocese  to  exercise  jurisdiction  and  collect  fees.  The  Prior  and  Chapter, 
having  issued  their  protest  to  the  Papal  Legate  then  in  England, 
Cardinal  Ottoboni,  also  proceeded  in  accordance  with  custom  to 
administer  the  diocese,  and  thus  a double  visitation  took  jilacc,  attended 
with  untold  confusion.  Excommunications  were  Ircely  bandied  to 
and  fro.  The  sheriff  of  the  county  placed  a hand  of  armed  men  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Archbishop  to  terrorize  the  proctor  and  officials  of  the 
Prior.  Appeal  followed  appeal.  However,  after  a long  and  tedious 
series  of  enquiries  held  before  the  Cardinal  at  Coventry,  Kenilworth 
and  other  places,  the  main  question  was  referred  to  the  Pope,  and 
an  agreement  was  finally  reached  between  the  Archbishop  and  the 
Prior  and  Convent,  dated  Saturday  before  the  Feast  of  St.  James, 
1268, 

By  this  a<2reement  the  Prior  was  hound  to  notify  a vacancy  imme- 
diately on  its  occurrence  to  the  Archbishop,  who,  on  his  part,  was  bound 
to  appoint  the  Prior  as  his  representative.  The  Prior  had  to  act  in  the 
place  of  the  Bishop  in  all  eases  that  did  not  recpiire  the  action  of  a 
person  in  episcopal  orders.  All  institutions  of  clergy,  for  exanqrle,  and 
all  rio-hts  of  visitation  were  in  his  hands  for  tlic  time  being.  All  sums 
due  from  the  parishes  to  the  Bishop  were  payable  to  him,  and  he,  on 
his  part,  pledged  himself  to  pay  two-thirds  of  these  emoluments  to 
Canterbury,  reserving  one-third  for  his  own  trouble. 

It  is  in  virtue  of  this  Compositio  that  the  Dean,  as  successor  to  the 
Prior,  is  ap|rointed  by  the  Archbishop  as  his  commissary  on  each 
vacancy  of  the  See,  and  Liber  Pensionum  marks  the  transfer  of  the 
privilege  from  the  Prior  to  the  Dean  by  giving  the  deed  (172)  by  which 
Archbishop  Bancroft  in  i6io  appointed  Dean  Lake  as  his  representative. 
It  is  interesting  to  notice,  as  evidence  of  the  gradual  growth  of  the 
supremacy  of  the  king’s  law  over  ecclesiastical  law,  that  in  the  docu- 
ments dealing  with  the  subject  there  here  occurs  for  the  first  time  the 
proviso  “ provided  that  nothing  is  done  contrary  to  the  Laws  of  the 
realm.”  'Phis  is  the  only  post-Reformation  document  in  the  collection, 
though  it  is  pr(;bable  that  the  erasures  of  the  oflendiug  word  “papa” 
were  made  at  some  earlier  occasion  of  its  use. 

At  the  date  when  the  Compositio  was  made  there  was,  as  Mr.  Willis 
Bund  points  out  in  his  very  interesting  Introduction  to  the  Sede  Vacante 
Register,  an  obvious  advantage  to  both  parties  in  the  arrangement. 
The  Archbishop  found,  no  doubt,  that  the  revenues  were  more  satis- 
factorily gathered  in  by  a local  authority  than  by  an  official  from  a 
distance,  and  the  Prior,  besides  his  third,  gained  a considerable  accession 
of  power  and  dignity  in  the  diocese,  and  in  ])articular  a sort  of  primacy 
among  his  brother  abbots,  which  he  valued  very  highlv  indeed.  He 
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was,  ill  the  phrase  of  a letter  in  this  book  (65),  “adorned  with  a title  of 
immense  prerogative.” 

2.  Passing  now  to  the  Pensiones,  or  payments  (hereafter  called 
pensions),  from  which  the  book  takes  its  name.  These  were,  as  already 
stated,  for  the  most  part  demanded  from  monasteries  to  which  various 
churches  in  the  diocese  had  been  appropriated.  Ecclesiastical  dues 
were  of  very  many  kinds,  exacted  wherever  an  excuse  could  be  found  or 
fashioned,  but  there  is  no  telling  with  exactitude  for  what  services  or  on 
what  conditions  these  particular  payments  were  founded.  The  formula 
generally  attached  to  their  demand  states  ambiguously  enough  that  they 
are  “ an  annual  sum  given  in  compensation  for  money  loss  owing  to  the 
appropriation,  and  for  the  manifest  advantage  accruing  to  the  monastery 
that  pays  them,  whenever  the  See  of  Worcester  may  chance  to  be 
vacant,  or  on  other  occasions  that  may  arise.^^  There  is  thus  plainly 
some  connection  between  the  due  and  the  Priores  position  as  Arch- 
bishop’s commissary,  but  that  is  all.  One  sort  of  obligation,  however, 
may  with  certainty  be  accounted  for  as  follows : Before  appropriation, 
on  a vacancy  occurring  in  any  church,  the  fruits  and  obventions  of  the 
rectory  would  become  sequestrated  to  the  Bishop  as  long  as  the  vacancy 
lasted,  and,  while  the  Prior  was  administrating  the  diocese  during  a 
vacancy  of  the  See,  they  would  fall  to  him  as  being  in  loco  episcopi. 
This  would  not  happen  very  frequently  in  the  history  of  any  given 
parish,  but  it  might  occur.  After  appropriation  such  profits  would  be 
very  considerably  less,  as  there  would  be  no  rector  to  die — collegiate  or 
monastic  institutions  being  immortal — and  there  would  be  only  the 
vicar’s  share  to  be  sequestrated,  which  would  be  in  some  cases  com- 
paratively insignificant  {see  32).  The  pension  therefore  was  exacted  to 
meet  this  very  hypothetical  loss,  and  any  other  possible  loss  which, 
beinsr  more  hypothetical  still,  could  not  even  be  suggested.  At  any 
rate,  as  the  consent  of  the  Chapter  had  to  be  gained  for  any  appro- 
priation, the  Convent  at  the  time  it  was  made  was  in  a good  position  to 

make  the  demand. 

The  amounts  of  these  pensions  vary  from  { mark  to  5 marks, 
according  roughly  to  the  value  of  the  appropriated  church,  and  they 
all  date,  of  course,  subsequent  to  1268  when  the  Compositio  was 

made.  The  last  recorded  (17 1)  is  dated  1473,  when  the  church  of 

Kempsey  was  appropriated  to  Westbury  College,  and  its  famous  Dean — 
William  Caninge  of  Bristol,  the  great  merchant  prince  who  had  in  his 
old  age  retired  from  the  world  to  Westbury  College — agreed  to  pay 
i mark  annually  to  the  Prior  and  Convent  “in  full  compensation  for 
what  they  would  have  received.” 

These  form  much  the  greater  part  of  the  pensions,  but  there  are 
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a few  outside  this  category  and  of  an  earlier  date.  One  of  these  (5), 
dated  1193,  secures  a payment  of  2s.  a year  by  the  Knights  Hospitallers 
in  quittance  for  200  platters  and  ao  bowls  which  the  monks  used 
to  receive  from  a piece  of  land  at  Callow.  It  will  be  remembered  that 
Liber  Albus  (167)  tells  us  of  a similar  tribute  of  50  slippers  a year  from 
Bordesley  Abbey,  which  the  Convent  insisted  on  receiving,  expressing 
the  desire  that  others  might  be  led  to  make  similar  gifts.  Another  ot 
these  early  pensions  (44),  of  the  date  of  1173,  has  its  own  Sjiecial  points 
of  interest.  The  Worcester  Convent  had  a serious  controversy  with 
the  great  Augustinian  Abbey  of  Oseney,  near  Oxford,  over  the  possession 
of  the  church  of  Bibury  in  Gloucestershire.  We  do  not  know  the 
details  of  the  dispute,  but  it  was  at  last  handed  over  by  the  Pope  to  the 
arbitration  of  Bishop  Bartholomew  of  Exeter.  Bishop  Bartholomew 
was  one  of  the  foremost  ecclesiastics  of  his  time,  a man  greatly  valued 
and  looked  up  to,  of  such  wise  judgment  that  in  the  bitter  controversy 
that  centred  round  Becket  he  was  one  of  the  very  few  trusted  by  both 
parties  alike.  It  was  to  him  that  Tracy,  one  of  the  murderers  of  the 
Archbishop,  made  his  confession,  and  he  preached  at  the  reopening  ot 
Canterbury  Cathedral  after  the  murder.  The  Pope  (Alexander  III.) 
called  Bartholomew  and  his  friend  Baldwin,  Bishop  of  Worcester,  “ the 
two  lights  of  the  Church  of  England,”  and  this  was  not  the  only  case 
which  he  commissioned  him  to  adjudicate  in  this  diocese  {see  No.  59). 
Bartholomew’s  verdict  was  that  Oseney  should  acquire  the  church  of 
Bibury,  paying  to  Worcester  Priory  60s.  a year,  and  that  the  Bishop 
of  Worcester  should  have  the  right  of  appointing  one  canon  in  Oseney 
Monastery  in  perpetual  succession,  so  that  there  should  never  be  a time 
at  which  the  Oseney  monks  should  have  no  one  to  pray  for  the  Bishop 
of  Worcester  as  for  one  of  their  own  abbots  or  founders.  There  is 
a touch  of  religious  feeling  in  the  expression  which  perhaps  reveals  the 
personality  of  the  good  Bishop. 

3.  The  formation  of  Vicarages. — A very  large  proportion  of  the 
churches  in  England  and  their  emoluments  were  entirely  in  the  hands 
of  the  religious  houses.  They  had  been  given  to  them  by  the  liberality 
of  pious  founders,  partly  as  an  endowment  for  the  monasteries  and 
partly  for  the  benefit  of  the  parishioners,  whose  spiritual  oversight  was 
thus  entrusted  to  the  particular  monastery  for  ever.  A good  example 
of  such  a gift  will  be  found  in  No.  58.  But  in  practice  the  system  did 
not  always  work  to  the  advantage  of  the  parishes,  and  the  appropriation 
of  livings  already  alluded  to,  by  which  the  Bishops  were  empowered  to 
divide  the  endowments  of  churches  belonging  to  monasteries  strictly 
between  the  religious  houses  as  rectors,  and  the  acting  ministers  as 
vicars,  was  a very  real  reform  of  parochial  organization.  It  was  insti- 
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tuted  at  the  Lateran  Council  in  1179,  and  was  vigorously  promoted  in 
England  by  Archbishop  Stephen  Langton.  He  ordered  that  in  all 
parishes  held  by  collegiate  or  monastic  institutions  vicarages  should  be 
established  and  endowed  with  a fixed  portion  of  the  tithes  and  offerings, 
so  that  each  parish  should  have  its  permanently  resident  priest  with  a 
sufficient  emolument,  instead  of  being  served  by  a Convent  curate,  who 
might  be  constantly  changed  and  was  dependent  for  his  stipend  on  what- 
ever the  Convent  might  choose  to  offer  him. 

A strong  bishop  would  be  energetic  in  forming  these  vicarages,  as, 
for  example.  Bishop  Hugh  the  Second,  of  Lincoln,  who  created  nearly 
300  in  his  diocese  before  1218,  but  it  would  be  at  the  expense  of 
unpopularity  where  the  monastic  interest  was  strong,  as  in  Worcester 
diocese,  because,  however  conscientious  a Chapter  might  be  in  supplying 
the  spiritual  needs  of  its  parishes,  the  ordaining  of  a vicarage  naturally 
loosened  the  monks’  hold  upon  the  revenues  of  the  cures. 

There  are  given  here  the  details  relating  to  the  appropriation  of 
thirteen  churches  to  Worcester  Priory  between  1222  and  1403.  The 
process  was  elaborate.  The  king’s  consent  had  first  to  be  gained. 
I'hen  the  Chapter  of  the  diocese  in  which  the  church  was  situated  had 
to  give  its  consent.  An  enquiry  was  then  held  on  the  spot  by  a com- 
mission of  local  clergy  and  laymen  {see  97),  who  took  evidence  on 
oath  from  witnesses  as  to  whether  the  emoluments  of  the  church 
reached  5 marks  per  annum,  which  was  the  minimum  stipend  for  a vicar, 
though  in  most  cases  it  was  assessed  a good  deal  higher.  The  Bishop 
then  made  the  appropriation,  ordaining  a vicarage  with  definite  regula- 
tions for  the  division  of  the  annual  income  between  the  monastery  and 
the  vicar,  and  finally  the  Pope  or  Archbishop  confirmed  the  appropria- 
tion. Thus  it  is  evident  that  the  expenses  must  in  each  case  have 
mounted  up  pretty  high,  and  the  formation  of  vicarages  was  therefore 
generally  only  a gradual  work. 

The  Convent  was  required  to  state  the  objects  for  which  it  would 
earmark  its  rectorial  portion.  Sometimes  it  was  for  general  purposes, 
such  as  the  maintenance  of  the  fabric  of  the  cathedral  or  monastery,  or 
the  expenses  of  the  continual  hospitality  of  the  Convent;  and  interesting 
historical  sidelights  are  cast  in  their  pleas  for  these  objects,  as,  e.g., 
after  the  Black  Death  so  many  tenants  (70)  have  died  that  it  has  been 
impossible  to  get  in  the  rents,  or  during  the  Barons  war  (65)  the  hospi- 
tality of  the  Priory  has  been  strained  to  excess  by  the  large  number  of 
soldiery  constantly  requiring  support  and  hospitality.  In  other  cases 
the  revenue  would  be  specially  assigned  to  some  definite  object  or  office 
in  the  Convent.  Thus  the  church  of  Overbury  (68)  in  1347  went  to 
support  two  monks  at  their  studies  at  the  Benedictine  hostel  of  Glou- 
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ccstcr  Hall,  Oxford.  Sodbury  (86)  in  1318  went  to  the  sacrist’s  office. 
Tibberton  fg6)  in  1314  to  the  precentor,  whose  office  involved  expenses 
in  transcribing  new  books  and  mending  old  ones,  besides  keeping  a 
servant  and  horse  for  the  service  of  the  monastery,  and  all  this  had 
to  be  done  on  an  income  of  not  more  than  405.  per  annum.  Stoke 
Prior  (105)  goes  to  the  chamberlain,  who  has  to  provide  habits,  shoes, 
and  all  necessary  clothing  for  each  monk,  and  finds  himself  utterly 
unable  to  do  so  out  of  his  scanty  resources,  so  that  his  office  is  actually 
not  far  off  ruin.  In  other  cases,  as,  e.g.,  Bromwich  (123)  and  Broms- 
grove  (76),  the  obligation  attaching  to  the  monks  for  their  share  in  the 
parochial  emoluments  was  the  maintenance  of  masses  for  King  John’s 
soul.  The  details  of  appropriation  and  division  are  full  of  interest,  and 
bear  evidence  of  careful  investigation  and  a real  desire  to  deal  fairly 
between  the  parish  and  the  monastery,  but  there  is  no  need  to  examine 
them  here  as  the  documents  are  for  the  most  part  printed  in  full  in 
Nash. 

Not  long  since  the  then  Vicar  of  Bromsgrove  learnt  to  his  surprise  that 
he  was  responsible  for  the  repairs  of  the  chancel,  a charge  which  almost 
always  devolves  not  upon  the  vicar  but  upon  the  holder  of  the  rectorial 
tithes.  Liber  Pensionum  (77)  explains  how  this  came  about.  I’he 
parish  originally  contained  two  churches,  Bromsgrove  and  King’s  Norton, 
and  in  the  year  1380  the  question  of  their  repair,  which  had  been  over- 
looked at  the  time  of  appropriation  150  years  previously,  arose  between 
the  vicar  and  the  monastery,  and  after  two  careful  enquiries  it  was 
arranged  that  the  obligation  should  in  future  be  shared  between  them, 
the  vicar  being  responsible  for  Bromsgrove  Church  and  the  Convent  for 
King’s  Norton.  I'he  parishes  are  now  separate  and  indeed  in  separate 
dioceses,  but  the  vicar  of  Bromsgrove  is  still  held,  by  this  arrangement, 
responsible  for  his  chancel. 

4.  The  remaining  documents,  which  form  the  larger  portion  of  the 
book,  have  the  one  common  link  that  they  are  concerned  with  the 
Convent’s  rights  against  all  comers — King,  Archbishop,  Bishop, 
neighbouring  Abbots,  Clergy,  Citizens  and  Servants.  Otherwise  their 
subjects  are  as  varied  as  possible,  and  impossible  to  classify.  The 
principle  seems  to  have  been  to  enter  down  into  the  Liber  any  Bull, 
letter,  process  or  agreement  that  establishes  any  privilege,  however 
small.  Thus,  to  take  a well-known  case  (103)  : In  1291  that  masterful 
Bishop,  Godfrey  Giffard,  was  in  hot  dispute  with  Gilbert  Clare,  Earl  of 
Gloucester,  the  king’s  son-in-law,  over  an  encroachment  made  by  the 
Earl  and  Countess  on  the  episcopal  lands  on  the  Malvern  Hills.  The 
difference  became  so  acute  that  it  required  the  intervention  of  Robert 
Burnell,  Edward  I.’s  most  trusted  minister,  to  settle  it.  But  it  was 
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finally  arranged  by  an  agreement  that  the  Bishop  should  be  supplied 
yearly  with  four  fine  does,  at  the  best  season  for  fatness,  from  the  Earl’s 
forest  of  Malvern  Chace.  The  whole  thing  was  purely  the  Bishop’s 
matter,  but  the  reason  w'hv  the  monks  entered  the  agreement  in  their 
hook  of  rights  comes  out  at  the  end,  where  a proviso  occurs  that  in  time 
of  a vacancy  the  Prior  and  Convent  may  have  the  does,  if  they  wish,  on 
application  to  the  constable  at  the  gate  of  Hanley  Castle ! 

A few  examples,  taken  almost  at  random,  will  shew  into  what 
various  relations  the  Convent  was  brought  with  all  classes  of  the 
community. 

The  king’s  custodians  of  forests  (128)  held  an  enquiry  in  1407  as  to 
the  preservation  of  royal  rights  in  the  Forest  of  Feckenham,  and  after 
examination  of  witnesses  on  the  spot  have  to  report  that  there  are  no 
riohts  of  feeding  belonging  to  the  king  in  the  manor  of  Shurnock  within 
the  forest  which  is  held  by  the  Convent  of  Worcester.  Another 
document  (155)  in  the  same  way  gives  the  account  of  the  Prior’s 
successful  resistance,  in  its  early  stages,  to  the  persistent  demand 
made  by  Edward  II.  for  a corrody  for  his  wife’s  servant,  Alice 
Conan. 

The  Prior  was  not  infrequently  brought  into  rather  unpleasant 
relations  with  some  of  the  neighbouring  religious  houses.  We  can  well 
imagine  the  visitation  at  the  time  of  a vacancy  in  the  See  to  have  been 
a source  of  considerable  annoyance  to  the  heads  of  these  great  monas- 
teries. It  was  bad  enough  to  be  visited  in  the  ordinary  way  by  the 
Bishop,  but  to  have  a brother  Prior  ‘‘dressed  in  a little  brief  authority  ” 
to  enquire  into  their  doings  and  behaviour  was  intolerable!  Accordingly 
we  are  not  surprised  to  find  (g8)  that  in  1314,  after  the  visitation 
consequent  on  the  translation  of  Bishop  Reynolds  to  Canterbury,  a 
dispute  over  this  matter  arose  between  the  Prior  and  the  Abbot  of 
Gloucester  which  could  only  be  settled  by  the  arbitration  of  the  skilled 
and  famous  church  lawyers  Adam  Murimuth,  John  of  Bruges  and  John 
of  Stratford.  And  some  few  years  later  (99),  after  the  vacancy  caused 
by  the  death  of  Bishop  Wulstan  Bransford,  the  abbot  of  Cirencester 
takes  up  the  same  quarrel  on  behalf  of  his  own  monastery  and  wins 
what  looks  like  a pretty  complete  victory,  though,  as  establishing  such 
rights  as  it  leaves  him,  the  Prior  has  the  agreement  carefully  recorded 
in  the  Liber  Pensionum.  The  Prior  or  his  deputy,  according  to  this 
arrangement,  is  allowed  to  visit  on  one  day  only,  and  it  must  not  be 
a surprise  visit:  the  day  must  be  agreed  upon  beforehand.  He  may  be 
accompanied  by  no  more  than  one  monk  and  one  secular  clerk  only. 
He  may  exact  no  oath  and  must  limit  his  questions  to  two  matters  of 
fact  only,  viz.:  Has  the  mass  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  been  properly 
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celebrated  ? Has  the  daily  Chapter  for  correction  been  regularly  held  ? — 
questions  which  do  not  appear  to  open  the  way  for  much  inquisitorial 
enquiry.  He  may  expound  the  Word  of  God  if  he  pleases,  but  any 
correction  he  may  think  fit  to  make  must  be  given  by  word  of  mouth  on 
the  day  of  visitation,  and  he  is  to  receive  4 marks  and  nothing  more  for 
procuration  and  expenses.  The  sense  of  friction  continued  long.  On 
many  a visitation  during  succeeding  vacancies  the  Sede  Vacante  Register, 
after  telling  of  generous  hospitality  at  other  abbeys,  such  as  Gloucester 
or  Winchcombe,  runs  thus:  “Visited  the  Abbey  of  Cirencester, 

received  4 marks,  and  dined  at  an  Inn.”  'I’he  abbot  was  still  inexorable. 
At  last — and  it  is  not  till  1433,  nearly  100  years  later — there  comes  a 
welcome  change,  and  the  Prior  is  able  to  report : “Visited  the  monastery 
of  Cirencester,  dined  and  spent  the  night  there.'” 

But  the  Bishop  was  the  dignitary  on  whom  the  strictest  eye  had  to 
be  kept,  lest  any  action  of  his  should  disturb  the  balance  of  power.  In 
this  same  matter  of  visitation  the  Bishop  must  be  kept  in  his  proper 
jdace.  He  mav  not,  e.g.  (142),  bring  any  secular  persons  or  clerks 
into  the  chapter  house  when  the  enquiries  have  to  deal  with  spiritual 
matters,  and  if  such  should  be  admitted  durino;  the  discussion  of 
temporalities,  they  must  at  once  retire  if  it  should  turn  upon  spiritual 
subjects. 

This  matter  of  the  introduction  of  secular  persons  at  visitations 
was  one  upon  which  the  monks,  not  perhaps  unnaturally,  were  very 
sensitive.  Thus  they  complain  (141)  on  one  occasion  that  the  Arch- 
bishop on  his  metropolitical  visitation  has  brought  secular  persons  with 
him  into  the  chapter  house,  and  they  protest  that  it  is  a dangerous  and 
indecent  practice  to  reveal  to  such  persons  matters  that  need  correction. 
The  Pope  agrees  and  orders  that  the  Archbishop  shall  not  bring  any 
such  into  the  chapter  house,  but  only  the  monks  of  his  own  or  some 
other  monastery.  Or  the  Bishop  may  desire  to  inspect  the  deeds  and 
documents  belonging  to  the  church  (143)  and  direct  that  they  should  be 
sent  to  him  for  that  purpose.  The  Convent  therefore  applies  to  the 
Pope  and  gets  an  order  that  they  are  not  bound  to  shew  these  documents 
to  the  Bishop  outside  the  limits  of  the  monastery,  or  to  give  any 
information  concerning  them  more  than  once  in  the  tenancy  of  any 
bishop.  What  is  sauce  for  the  goose  is  not  always  sauce  for  the 
gander.  Liber  Albus  (No.  429)  tells  us  that  some  years  previously  the 
monks  of  Little  Llanthony  desired  the  advice  of  the  Prior  of  Worcester 
on  some  business  matter,  and  jiroposed  sending  him  copies  of  the 
muniments  necessary  to  be  inspected.  But  the  cautious  Prior  insisted 
cm  having  the  originals  sent  him  before  he  would  give  his  verdict.  He 
was,  of  course,  well  within  his  rights,  but  the  dangers  of  the  road  would 
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not  be  so  formidable  in  sending  his  own  muniments  across  to  the 
Palace,  or  even  to  Hartlebury  or  Alvechurch. 

Then  there  is  the  question  of  the  reconciliation  of  the  Cathedral  or 
churchyard  after  bloodshed  (145),  which  in  those  turbulent  days  was 
not  infrequently  necessary — the  famous  Simon  Gros  affray  in  1348 
(163)  is  a case  in  point.  It  is  manifestly  a function  for  the  Bishop  to 
perform,  hut  supposing  him  to  he  dead  or  absent  from  England  on 
State  business,  is  it  to  be  left  to  some  chance  suffragan,  as  if  the  building 
were  a mere  parish  church  ? It  was  worth  getting  a decision  from 
Rome.  Pope  Clement  VI.  had  granted  indulgence  to  Prior  John  of 
Evesham  that  in  these  circumstances  the  Prior,  or  in  his  absence  the 
Sub-Prior,  should  perform  the  reconciliation,  provided  he  used  water 
previously  blessed  by  a bishop,  and  Bishop  John  Thoresby  (afterwards 
Archbishop  of  York)  warmly  approved  of  this  arrangement  as  an 
honour  to  the  church.  But  his  successor.  Bishop  Reginald  Brian,  most 
untruthfully  suggested  to  Pope  Innocent  VI.  that  such  a privilege  would 
be  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  the  Bishop,  and  the  Pope  therefore 
decided  that  the  indulgence  applied  to  the  then  Prior  only.  However, 
his  successor.  Urban  V.,  decreed  that  this  right  of  reconciliation  belonged 
to  the  Prior  or  Sub-Prior  ex  officio,  and  on  a further  appeal  Pope  Boni- 
face in  1371  confirmed  this  decree  and  the  Convent  was  happy.  Here 
again  Liber  Albus  (1349)  has  light  to  throw,  as  it  shews  us  that  long 
before  Pope  Clement’s  time  the  Bishop  was  in  the  habit  cf  nominating 
the  Prior  for  this  function,  and  thus,  as  in  the  case  of  the  guardianship 
of  the  See,  the  Convent  had  seized  the  opportunity  for  turning  a com- 
pliment into  a right. 

Attention  may  well  be  directed  to  116  {Instrumentum  Ficurie  Saudi 
Johannis)  for  an  example  of  the  Convent’s  dealings  with  its  dependent 
clergy.  Besides  being  a very  piquant  and  dramatic  story,  it  well  illus- 
trates the  business  grasp  of  the  monks  and  their  general  fairness  of 
dealing,  added  to  which  it  might  almost  be  taken  as  a locus  classieus  for 
the  numerous  small  items  which  went  to  make  up  the  income  of  a 
mediaeval  vicar.  I'he  Vicar  of  St.  John’s  in  1378  complained  of  the 
inadequacy  of  his  stipend.  He  was  summoned  to  meet  the  Prior — who 
evidently  attached  some  importance  to  the  proceedings  as  he  had  his 
notary  at  hand  to  take  notes — for  a discussion  on  the  subject.  The 
meeting  took  place  in  the  open  air  in  one  of  the  gardens  of  the  Priory. 
The  vicar  made  his  statement  as  to  the  value  of  the  living,  and  asked 
for  an  increase.  The  Prior  then  produced  a list  which  he  had  prepared 
on  his  own  account  as  to  the  emolument,  instancing  item  after  item 
w'hich  the  vicar  had  either  entirely  omitted  or  understated,  and  finally 
told  him  that  he  was  ready  to  make  him  a fair  offer.  If  the  vicar  was 
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dissatisfied  he  was  willing  to  take  over  the  properties  himself  and  to 
pay  him  a vearly  stipend  of  20  marks.  The  discomfitted  vicar  asked 
leave  to  retire  with  his  friends  to  consider  this  offer,  and  presently 
returned,  declaring  that  he  was  completely  satisfied  with  things  as  they 
were,  and  promised  on  oath  that  he  would  make  no  more  complaints 
and  pester  the  Prior  no  further. 

Sometimes  there  were  matters  to  settle  with  the  citizens  of  Wor- 
cester. It  may  be  a matter  of  burial  rights  (89).  The  parishioners  of 
Claines  desire  to  burv  their  dead  at  Claines  instead  of  brini>in<>:  them  to 
Worcester,  as  they  were  bound  to  do  as  belonging  to  one  of  the  original 
parishes  of  the  cathedral.  They  therefore  obtain  letters  from  Rome 
granting  permission.  An  agreement  has  to  be  made  with  the  Prior, 
who  accepts  the  situation,  saving  his  rights  and  exacting  an  annual 
payment  of  6s.  8d.  to  the  sacrist.  Or  it  may  be  that  the  monks  are 
anxious  about  their  leaden  pipes  which  bring  the  water  from  Henwick, 
along  the  Hilton  Road,  over  the  Severn  Bridge,  and  then  along  the 
riverside  to  the  monastery  (133).  They  have  a right  of  access  to  the 
pipes  for  purposes  of  repair,  and  have  reason  to  fear  that  certain  people 
aim  at  |)reventing  them  from  this  access  and  damaging  their  property. 
They  therefore  have  to  apply  to  the  king  for  protection,  which  is  cordi- 
ally granted. 

It  must  be  acknowledged  that  there  is  a certain  atmosphere  of  dispute 
and  litigation  throughout  the  Liber.  The  Convent,  like  all  corporations 
and  not  a few  individuals,  had  an  eye  to  the  main  chance,  and  were 
always  anxious  to  stand  to  their  rights.  At  the  same  time  it  must  in 
fairness  be  said  that  the  documents  leave  a clear  impression  of  honour 
and  justice  in  all  the  business  arrangements  dealt  with,  and  also  that  in 
days  of  rough,  violent  and  forceful  methods  this  constant  appeal  to  law 
which  they  reveal  is  not  to  be  counted  a discredit,  indeed  rather  the 
reverse.  The  spirit  of  law  was  gradually  feeling  its  way  into  the  general 
life,  and  it  was  the  part  of  all  profitable  members  of  the  church  and 
commonwealth  to  foster  that  tendency  and  to  submit  on  all  necessary 
occasions  to  its  influence  and  operations.  But  it  is  evident  that  the 
monasteries  had  need  to  be  wealthy  corporations  to  hold  up  against  the 
expenses  involved  in  their  constant  suits. 

It  is  plainly  unfair  to  attempt  to  gauge  the  religious  and  devotional 
standard  of  the  monastery  from  a book  of  this  character,  which  is 
mainly  occupied  with  matters  concerned  with  the  legal  privileges  of  a 
great  social  organization,  just  as  we  should  not  go  to  a man’s  ledger 
to  find  out  whether  he  says  his  prayers.  Yet  here  and  there  we  get 
glimpses  of  the  monks  at  their  religious  duties.  Thus  (147),  they  beg 
to  be  allowed  to  wear  caps  in  their  customary  out-door  processions  as  a 
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protection  from  the  fury  and  bitterness  of  the  English  winter,  and  the 
Pope  allows  them  to  wear  amices  provided  they  are  not  elaborately 
embroidered,  and  that  in  reading  the  Gospel  or  at  the  elevation  of  the 
Host  due  obeisance  is  made. 

And  in  1290  (146)  the  Prior  writes  to  the  Pope  to  say  that  many  in 
their  cloister  are  constant  students  and  well  learned  in  the  Scriptures, 
and  that  they  plead  for  the  liberty  of  preaching  in  public  both  in  their 
church  of  Worcester  and  in  all  other  churches  in  their  possession. 
The  Pope  commends  the  proposal  and  grants  the  desired  leave  to  the 
Prior  and  to  such  as  he  may  know  to  be  fitted  for  the  work.  One  may 
not  uncharitably  suppose  that  it  was  the  work  of  the  friars  which  had 
stirred  the  monks  to  an  honourable  rivalry. 

Twice  over  in  these  purely  legal  documents  we  get  evidence  of 
Edward  I.’s  special  reverence  for  St.  Wulstan.  In  1302,  out  of  his 
devotion  to  the  Saint  (100),  he  hands  over  to  the  Convent  the  ofl'erings 
made  at  the  shrine  during  the  vacanev  of  the  See,  which  in  ordinary 
course  would  have  gone  to  the  Crown.  And  while  at  Carlisle  on  his 
last  campaign,  a few  weeks  before  his  death,  ‘^for  the  devotion  he  bears 
to  that  glorious  Bishop  and  Confessor,  St.  Wulstan,”  he  grants  leave 
to  appropriate  the  church  of  Lindridge  for  the  purpose  of  adding  three 
monks  to  the  community  and  finding  three  candles  to  burn  continually 
before  the  shrine.  This  genuine  affection  probably  dated  from  the  days 
when,  before  his  crowning  victory  at  Evesham,  Edward  found  refuge 
and  support  at  Worcester  and  at  St.  Wulstan’s  Church  ; and  it  is 
interesting  to  observe  the  first  great  English  king  specially  attaching 
himself  to  so  purely  an  English  saint. 

Perhaps  a few  touches  of  more  or  less  picturesque  detail  which  may 
be  gathered  from  these  very  formal  writings  may  best  illustrate  the 
variety  of  subjects  treated  of  in  the  collection,  and  indicate  the  light  it 
may  throw  on  the  life  of  those  bygone  days.  Thus  we  hear  the  monks 
(152)  in  the  time  of  the  Interdict  “ muttering {suppressa  voce)  their 
offices  within  closed  doors  and  with  no  bell,  or  in  happier  days  we  hear 
the  great  bell  of  the  Cathedral  (88)  marking,  as  it  does  still,  the  common 
life  of  the  citizens,  and  see  the  clerks  of  the  Charnel  House  starting 
out  at  its  stroke  to  attend  their  schools  in  the  city.  Or  we  see  the 
parishioners  of  Stoke  Prior  (109)  gathering  “in  some  public  and 
honourable  spot  in  the  parish  ” to  receive  Christmas-boxes  to  the  value 
of  6s.  8d.  from  the  Prior.  Or  we  see  the  parishioners  of  Claines  (40) 
or  the  abbot  of  the  little  monastery  of  Maxstoke  (89)  signing  a deed, 
and  fearing  lest  their  seals  should  not  carry  sufficient  weight  with 
outsiders,  sending  to  their  Rural  Dean  to  borrow  his  seal  in  support  of 
their  attestation.  Or  His  Holiness  the  Pope  (152),  as  he  forwards  a 
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list  of  the  parishes  belonging  to  the  Worcester  Priory,  is  so  bewildered 
with  the  difficulties  of  English  spelling  and  pronunciation  that  he  bids 
his  clerk  append  a polite  hope  that  “ he  has  got  the  names  right.’' 

Hcec  est  nostri  farrago  libeUi. 

On  the  fly-leaf  of  the  Liber,  at  a date  subsequent  to  1387,  the 
kitchener  of  the  Convent  enters  down  the  full  particulars  of  a change  of 
system  in  the  management  of  his  office.  He  had  previously  received 
annually  a given  number  of  pigs,  geese,  eggs  and  fowl  from  each  of  the 
nineteen  manors  belonging  to  the  Priory,  a certain  quantity  of  which  he 
sold  each  year  to  the  Prior  at  a fixed  price.  At  the  same  time  he  was 
in  the  habit  of  contributing  either  in  money  or  kind  towards  the  special 
expenses  both  of  the  Prior  and  Sub-Prior  for  the  reception  of  the  king’s 
justices.  Under  the  new  system  the  kitchener’s  accounts  would  be  put 
entirely  upon  a money  basis  by  arrangement  with  the  bursars,  who 
managed  the  finances  of  the  Priory,  and  in  lieu  of  kind  he  would  receive 
the  annual  sum  of  £20  85.  iicZ.,  chargeable  on  the  rents  of  Alveston, 
Blackwell,  Cleeve  and  Harvington.  There  are  also  entered  here  the 
amounts  due  from  each  of  the  officials  of  the  monastery  towards  the 
contribution  to  the  General  Chapter  of  the  Benedictine  Order  at  so  much 
in  the  pound  or  the  mark  on  the  yearly  income  of  their  office. 

It  remains  for  me  to  express  my  gratitude  to  Rev.  R.  A.  Wilson, 
Rector  of  Witley,  for  a great  deal  of  very  valuable  advice  and  assistance. 
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1.  Confirmacio  Rogeri  Episcopi  super  ecclesia  Omnium  Sanctorum.’ 

Bishop  Roger  settles  the  dispute  between  Osbert,  son  of  Hugh  de  Saye, 

and  the  monks  of  Worcester  over  the  Church  of  All  Saints,  Worcester.  The 
advowson  belongs  to  Osbert.  The  person  presented  by  him  to  the  Prior,  and 
by  the  Prior  to  the  Bishop,  shall  pay  | mark  j early  to  the  Priory.  Witnesses : 
Thomas,  Sub-Prior,  etc. 

In  the  crypt  of  Worcester  Church,  before  the  Altar  of  SS.  Peter  and  Paul.| 

Id.  April  1175. 

2.  Carta  Henrici  Episcopi  super  pensionibus  ecclesiarum  Wygorniensium. 

The  annual  pensions  paid  to  the  Prior  and  Chapter  by  Worcester  churches 

are  confirmed  by  Bishop  Henry  (de  Soilli),  viz..  All  Saints  ^ mark,  St. 
Clement’s  | mark,  St.  Martin’s  i mark,  St.  Swithim’s  15  shillings. 

3.  Carta  Rogeri  Episcopi  super  pensione  ecclesie  de  Wittinton. 

Bishop  Roger  confirms  the  grant  by  Hugh  Poer  to  Worcester  Convent  of 
2 shillings  yearly  for  his  chapel  of  Wittuntuna  (Whittington),  to  be  paid  by 
the  parson  of  the  chapel  at  Lady  Day  in  perpetual  alms.  Witnesses:  Master 
Baldwin,  etc. 

4.  Carta  Willimi  Episcopi  de  ecclesia  de  Hertylburi. 

Bishop  William  (Northall)  has  admitted  Godfrey  de  Lantonia  to  the 
Church  of  Hertilburia  (Hartlebury)  on  the  presentation  of  the  Prior  and 
Convent.  A condition  is  the  payment  of  2 marks  to  the  Prior  and  Convent 
yearly  at  the  Nativity  of  B.V.M.  and  at  Lady  Day.  Witnesses : Peter,  Arch- 
deacon of  Worcester,  Ralph  and  Warren,  Bishop’s  Chaplains. 

(1189-90.)’ 

6.  Carta  Hospitalariorum  de  duobus  solidis  de  Calva. 

Prior  Alan  and  the  Brothers  Hospitallers  of  Jerusalem  living  in  England 
will  pay  to  the  monks  of  Worcester  by  the  hand  of  their  keeper  in  Hereford- 

’ Printed  in  Thomas’s  “ Survey  of  Worcester  Cathedral,”  App.,  28. 

- Bishop  William  Northall,  1186 — 90,  and  Archdeacon  Peter  Roche,  1189 — 95,  fix 
the  date. 
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shire  {^fratris  qui  rerum  nostrarum  in  H'fordesir  curam,  haluerit)  quittance  for 
200  platters  and  20  cups  which  the  monks  used  to  have  from  land  at  Kalewe 
(Callow),  now  held  by  the  knights  by  gift  from  King  Richard.  Wit- 
nesses : Brother  Matthew,  and  Simon,  clerk. 

At  Quenington  Chapter  House. 

A.D.  1193. 

6.  Obligacio  Abbatis  et  Conventus  de  Gloucestrie. 

The  Abbot  and  Convent  of  St.  Peter,  Gloucester,  will  pay  to  the  Prior  and 
Convent  in  their  Cathedral  of  Worcester  £200  within  8 days  of  request  for 
the  same.  Distraint  allowed  on  the  goods  of  the  Gloucester  Monastery. 

At  Gloucester  Chapter  House. 

14  Kal.  Sept.  1314. 

7.  De  annua  pensione  de  Abbate  de  Gloucestrie.' 

The  Church  of  Camme  (Cam)  has  been  appropriated  to  Gloucester 
Convent  by  Bishop  Reginald  (Brian).  Abbot  Thomas  and  the  Convent  of 
Gloucester  will  pay  13^.  qrf.  annually  at  Lady  Day  to  the  Prior  and  Convent 
of  Worcester  in  the  Cathedral.  Distraint  allowed  on  the  Church  of  Camme 
and  Manor  of  Hinton. 

Feast  of  Exaltation  of  the  Cross. 

1361. 

8.  Acquietancia  eiusdem  loci. 

Receipt  by  the  Prior  and  Convent  of  ^ mark  annuity  from  the  Abbot 
and  Convent  of  Gloucester  paid  by  hand  of  Master  Robert  of  Pirintone,  due 
at  Lady  Day. 

March  8, 1324-5. 

9.  De  annua  pensione  de  eadem. 

Abbot  John  and  the  Convent  of  Gloucester  will  pay  in  the  Cathedral  or 
Priory  of  Worcester  an  annuity  of  | mark®  ol  sincere  caritatis  devocionem  et 
vere  humilitatis  reverentiam  quam  erga  matricem  ecclesiam  vestram  . , . ah  olini 
gerimus  et  adhuc  gerimus  ut  tenemur  ecclesie  predicte  ad  status  sue  continua- 
cionem  et  omnium  sili  incumbendum  leviorem  suppor tacionem.  Distraint 

allowed  on  their  lands  in  Worcester  Diocese. 

At  Gloucester  Chapter  House. 

March  7, 1324-5. 

10.  De  annua  pensione  de  eadem. 

The  Church  of  Holy  Trinity,  Gloucester,  with  its  chapel,  and  the  vicarage 
of  the  Church  of  St.  Mary  at  the  Abbey  Gate  have  been  appropriated  to  the 

' The  ordinary  formula  for  the  promise  of  these  pensions  runs  as  follows  : Pensatis 
equo  libramine  dampnis  et  interesse  que  occasione  appropriacionis  ecclesie  de  . . . nobis 
et  monasterio  nostro  facte  per  . . . quotiens  ejusdem  ecclesie  Cathedralis  sedem  futuris 
temporibus  vacare  contigerit  et  alio  modo  accidere  poterint  multipliciter  in  futurum. 
Nos  Abbas  et  Conventus  predicti  ob  sincere  caritatis  et  devocionis  affectum  quem  erga 
Ecclesiam  Cathedralem  gerimus  ut  tenemur  in  recompensacionem  dampnorum  et 
interesse  ac  etiam  pro  evidenti  utilitate  monasterii  nostri  antedicti  Priori  ei  Capitulo  . . . 
pensionem  seu  censum  . . . sub  titulo  annuitatis  seu  census  annui  . . . perpetuo  persol~ 
vendum  dedimus  et  concessimus,  etc, 

- Ordinary  formula. 
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Abbey  of  Gloucester  by  authority  of  the  Pope.  A dispute  over  the  payment 
for  this  appropriation  has  been  settled  by  the  Abbot  and  Convent  agreeing  to 
pay  to  the  Prior  and  Convent  of  Worcester  13^.  4^.,  or  6s.  8d.  for  each 
church,  at  each  vacancy  of  the  See,  the  payment  to  cease  in  either  case  if  the 
appropriation  be  dissolved.  Distraint  allowed  on  the  Monastery  and  on  the 
Churches. 

At  Gloucester  Chapter  House. 

July  20. 

At  Worcester  Chapter  House. 

July  23, 1397. 

11.  De  annua  pensione  Abbatis  de  Euesham, 

The  Church  of  Ambresle  (Ombersley)  has  been  appropriated  by  Bishop 
Thomas  (Cobham)  to  the  Abbot  and  Convent  of  Evesham,  who  are  subject 
directly  to  the  See  of  Rome,  with  the  consent  of  the  Prior  and  Convent 
of  Worcester.  In  gratitude  for  this  help  the  Abbot  and  Convent  will  pay 
40  shillings  annually  at  Michaelmas  to  the  Prior  and  Convent,  whether  the 
See  be  filled  or  vacant. 

At  Evesham.  Wed.  in  Feast  of  St.  John  before  the  Latin  Gate. 

1326. 

12.  De  annua  pensione  Abbatis  de  Tewkesbury. 

The  Church  of  SS.  Philip  and  James,  Bristol,  has  been  appropriated  to  the 
Monastery  of  Tewkesbury  (Benedictine)  by  Bishop  Henry  (Wakefield). 
Abbot  Thomas  and  the  Convent  of  Tewkesbury  will  pay  to  the  Prior  and 
Convent  of  Worcester  an  annuity  of  loj.  in  the  Cathedral  at  Michaelmas. 
Distraint  allowed  on  the  Monastery  and  on  their  Priory  of  St.  James,  Bristol. 
They  will  also  pay  a fine  of  loo^.,  nomine  puri  debiti,  when  they  are  14  days 
late  in  payment  of  the  annuity. 

At  Tewkesbury  Chapter  House. 

Jan.  20, 1388-9. 

13.  De  annua  pensione  eiusdem. 

The  Abbot  and  Convent  of  Tewkesbury  will  pay  to  the  Prior  aiul  Convent 
of  Worcester  an  annuity  of  4 marks,  ob  continuacionem  status,  etc  , at  Michael- 
mas and  Lady  Day.  It  will  be  paid  in  the  Cathedral  or  Priory  to  anyone 
delegated  to  receive  it  and  give  quittance.  Distraint  allowed  on  the  goods  of 
the  Monastery  in  the  Diocese  of  Worcester. 

At  Tewkesbury  Chapter  House. 

5 nones  July  1315, 

14.  De  annua  pensione  eiusdem. 

The  Church  of  Farford  (Fairford)  has  been  appropriated  to  the  Monastery 
of  Tewkesbury  by  Bishop  Adam  de  Orleton.  The  Abbot  and  Convent 
have  taken  into  account  that  in  the  past  the  Bishop  (and  the  Prior 
when  the  See  was  vacant)  had  been  accustomed  to  receive  payments  out 
of  the  Church  revenues,  quos  cum  ilia  ecclesia  ratione  appropriacionis  hujus 
amplius  vacare  non  poterit  deinceps  percipere  non  valebunt.  They  therefore 
agreed  to  pay  the  Bishop  at  each  of  his  visitations — and  the  Prior  when 
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visiting  on  the  vacancy  of  the  See — the  sum  of  4 marks,  nomine  procurationis. 
They  now  increase  this  amount  to  5 marks,  to  be  paid  to  the  Prior  on 
vacancy  of  the  See. 

At  Tewkesbury  Chapter  House. 

Feb.  14. 

At  Worcester  Chapter  House. 

Feb.  15, 1349-50. 

15.  Acquietancia  inter  Priorem  et  Abbatem  de  Tewkesbury  de  V marcis 

sede  vacante. 

Receipt  by  the  Prior  and  Convent  of  Worcester  of  5 marks  from  the 
Abbot  and  Convent  of  Tewkesbury  on  account  of  the  Church  of  Fairford  on 
vacancy  of  the  See. 

At  Worcester. 

Feb.  16, 1349-50.' 

16.  De  annua  pensione  Abbatis  de  Wynchecombe. 

The  Church  of  Twenying  (Twining)  has  been  appropriated  to  the 
Monastery  of  Wynchecombie  (Winchcomb)  (Benedictine)  by  Bishop  Henry 
(Wakefield).  Abbot  Walter  and  the  Convent  of  Winchcomb  will  pay  to  the 
Prior  and  Convent  of  Worcester  20^.  annuity  at  Michaelmas  in  the  Cathedral. 
Distraint  allowed  on  the  Manor  of  Twining. 

At  Winchcomb  Chapter  House. 

Nov.  12, 1379. 

17.  (No  heading.) 

The  Church  of  Wynchcome  (Winchcomb)  has  been  appropriated  to  the 
Monastery  of  Winchcomb  by  Bishop  Tideman.  Abbot  William  and  the 
Convent  will  pay  the  Prior  and  Convent  of  Worcester  an  annuity  of  3^.  \d.  at 
Lady  Day.  Distraint  allowed  on  the  Church  and  the  Monastery. 

At  Winchcomb  Chapter  House. 

June  6, 1398. 

18.  Le  annua  pensione  Abbatis  de  Pershore. 

The  Church  of  St.  Andrew,  Persore  (Pershore)  has  been  appropriated  to 
the  Monastery  of  Pershore  by  Bishop  Thomas  (Cobham).  I'he  Abbot  and 
Convent  of  Pershore  will  pay  to  the  Prior  and  Convent  of  Worcester  an 
annuity  of  i mark  at  Michaelmas — See  filled  or  vacant.  Distraint  allowed  on 
the  Church. 

At  Pershore.  Monday  in  Feast  of  St.  Bartholomew. 

1327. 

19.  Carta  de  annua  pensione  Abbatis  de  Perschore. 

The  Church  of  Ekynton  (Eckington)  has  been  appropriated  to  the 
Monastery  of  Pershore  by  Bishop  Henry  (Wakefield).  Abbot  Thomas  and 
the  Convent  of  Pershore  will  pay  to  the  Prior  and  Convent  of  Worcester  an 
annuity  of  3v.  4^.  at  Michaelmas.  Distraint  allowed  on  the  Church. 

At  Pershore  Chapter  House. 

Jan.  20, 1394-5. 

^ Vacancy  on  death  of  Bishop  Wulstan  Bransford  1349. 
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20.  De  annua  pensione  Abbatis  de  Perscore. 

The  Churches  of  i?radevvey  (Broadway)  and  St.  Peter  the  Great,  Wor- 
cester, have  been  appropriated  to  the  Monastery  of  Pershore  (Benedictine)  by 
Bishop  Henry  (Wakefield).  Abbot  Thomas  and  the  Convent  of  Pershore 
will  pay  an  annuity  of  lo^.  to  the  Prior  and  Convent  of  Worcester  at 
Michaelmas,  with  a fine  of  loo^.  on  default  of  payment  within  15  days. 
Distraint  allowed  on  the  Churches. 

At  Pershore  Chapter  House. 

Sept.  14, 1388. 

21.  De  annua  pensionis  Prioris  de  Maluarne  Maioris. 

The  Church  of  Poywyke  (Powick)  has  been  appropriated  to  Great  Malvern 
Priory  by  Bishop  Walter  (Maidstone).  Prior  Hugh  and  the  Convent  of 
Malvern  will  pay  an  annuity  of  i mark  to  the  Prior  and  Convent  of  Worcester 
at  Michaelmas  in  signum  subiectionis  el  temporalis  dampni,  with  a fine  of 
looi.  in  default. 

At  Malvern  Chapter  House. 

13  Kal.  Feb.  1314-5. 

22.  De  annua  pensione  Prioris  de  Maluerne. 

The  Church  of  Upton  Snodesbury  has  been  appropriated  to  Malvern 
Priory  by  Bishop  Tideman.  Prior  Richard  and  the  Convent  of  Malvern  will 
pay  to  the  Prior  and  Convent  of  Worcester  an  annuity  of  13^.  4«/.  sub  nomine 
puri  debiti  at  Michaelmas,  with  fine  of  looy.  on  default.  Distraint  allowed. 

At  Malvern  Chapter  House. 

Sept.  21, 1398. 

23.  De  pensione  sede  vacante. 

The  Prior  and  Convent  of  Great  Malvern,^  by  virtue  of  the  Compositio 
recently  made  on  the  subject  of  the  administration  of  the  See  in  time  of 
a vacancy,  were  under  agreement  to  pay  to  the  Prior  and  Convent  of  Worcester 
the  sum  of  roo^.  at  the  Great  Altar  of  the  Cathedral  at  time  of  High  Mass, 
d'he  payment  to  be  made  within  13  days  of  the  announcement  of  a vacancy 
of  the  See,  after  the  Prior  or  Sub-Prior  had  begun  to  visit.  We,  the  Prior 
and  Convent  of  Worcester,  allow  them  to  pay  405.  instead,  on  the  same  con- 
ditions. In  default  they  must  pay  1005. 

At  Worcester  Chapter  House. 

Aug.  4. 

At  Malvern  Chapter  House. 

Aug.  6,  1307. 

24.  (No  heading.) 

The  Church  of  Whatekote  (Whatcote)  has  been  appropriated  by  Bishop 
Henry  (Wakefield)  to  the  Prior  and  Convent  of  Little  Malvern  (Benedictine). 
Prior  Richard  and  his  Convent  will  pay  an  annuity  of  35.  ^d.  to  the  Prior  and 

* This  is  the  first  reference  in  the  Liber  to  Archbishop  Boniface's  Compositio  of 
1268.  On  occasion  of  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  Bishop  William  Gainsborough 
1307. 
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Convent  of  Worcestei’  at  Michaelmas,  with  a fine  of  looj.  in  default.  Distraint 
allowed  on  their  Manor  of  Horewell  in  the  Diocese  of  Worcester. 

At  Little  Malvern  Chapter  House. 

1389. 

35.  Carta  de  annua  pensione  Prioris  Couentrensis  xiiis.  iiiid. 

The  Church  of  Honynton  (Honington)  has  been  appropriated  to  the  Priory 
of  Coventry  by  Bishop  John  (Barnet).  William,  Prior  of  the  Cathedral 
Church  of  the  Blessed  Mary  of  Coventry,  and  his  Convent  will  pay  an  annuity 
of  i^s.  to  the  Prior  and  Convent  of  Worcester  at  Michaelmas,  with  the 
approval  of  Bishop  Robert  (de  Stretton)  of  Coventry  and  Lichfield.  Distraint 
on  the  Church  and  Manor  of  Honington  allowed  to  the  Bishop  of  Worcester 
and  his  officials. 

At  Worcester. 

May  11,  1361. 

26.  (No  heading.) 

The  Church  of  Druymeston  (Marston  Sicca)  has  been  appropriated  to  the 
Priory  of  Coventry  by  Bishop  William  (Whittlesey).  William,  humilis  Prior, 
and  the  Convent  of  Coventry  will  pay  an  annuity  of  2o^.  to  the  Prior  and 
Convent  of  Worcester  out  of  the  Church  of  Merston  Sicca.  Distraint 
allowed  on  the  Manor  of  Honington,  with  the  approval  of  the  Bishop  of 
Coventry  and  Lichfield  (de  Stretton). 

At  Coventry  Chapter  House. 

April  12,  1368. 

27.  Carta  de  annua  pensione  Abbatis  de  Euesham  (corrected  to  “Eynisham”). 
The  Church  of  Tettebury  (Tetbury)  has  been  appropriated  to  the 

Monastery  of  Eynesham  (Lincoln  Diocese)  by  Bishop  Adam  (de  Orleton). 
Abbot  John  and  the  Convent  of  Eynsham  will  pay  an  annuity  of  40^.  to  the 
Prior  and  Convent  of  Worcester  at  Christmas  and  at  the  Feast  of  St.  John 
Baptist,  with  the  approval  of  Bishop  Henry  (Burgersli)  of  Lincoln.  Distraint 
allowed  to  the  Bishop  of  Worcester  on  the  Monastery  and  the  Church. 

At  Eynsham  Chapter  House.  Feast  of  St.  Stephen  prothomartyr. 

1331. 

28.  Carta  annue  pensionis  Abbatis  de  Euesham  (corrected  to  “Eynesham”). 
The  Church  of  Meckelton  (Mickleton)  has  been  appropriated  to  the 

Monastery  of  Eynsham  by  Bishop  John  (Thoresby).  Abbot  Richard  and  the 
Convent  of  Eynsham  will  pay  an  annuity  of  I3^.  ^d.  to  the  Prior  and  Convent 
of  Worcester  in  the  quindene  of  Michaelmas,  with  the  approval  of  Bishop 
John  (Gynwell)  of  Lincoln.  Distraint  allowed  to  the  Bishop  of  Worcester 
and  his  officials  on  the  Manor  of  Mickleton.  Fine  of  £10  in  default. 

At  Eynsham  Chapter  House. 

Sept.  24. 

At  Worcester  Chapter  House. 

Sept.  26,  1351. 
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29.  De  annua  pensione  Prioris  de  Kylyngworth. 

Prior  John  and  the  Monastery  of  tlie  Blessed  Mary  of  Kenilleworth 
(Kenilworth),  in  gratitude  for  past  favours  received  from  the  Prior  and  Convent 
of  Worcester,  will  pay  to  them  yearly  the  sum  of  20s.  out  of  this  Church  of 
Budiford  (Bidford)  at  Lady  Day. 

At  Kenilworth. 

11  Kal.  May  1316. 

30.  De  annua  pensione  Abbatis  de  Halesowyn. 

The  Church  of  Clent,  with  Chapel  of  Rouleye  (Rowley),  has  been  appro- 
priated to  the  Monastery  of  Hales  Oweyn  by  Bishop  Wulstan  (Bransford). 
The  Abbot  and  Convent  of  Halesowen  will  pay  to  the  Prior  and  Convent  of 
Worcester  an  annuity  of  2 marks.  See  filled  or  vacant.  Distraint  allowed  on 
the  Manor  of  Hales.  Fine  of  105.  in  default. 

At  Halesowen, 

18  Kal.  July  1344. 

31.  Obligacio  Abbatis  de  Halesoweyn  de  pensione  sede  vacante. 

The  Abbot  and  Convent  of  Halesowen  will  pay  20s.  to  the  Prior  and 
Convent  of  Worcester,  on  vacancy  of  the  See,  as  procurations  for  the  parish 
Church  of  Halesowen.  Distraint  allowed  on  the  Monastery.  The  Prior  and 
Convent  are  satisfied  with  the  amount,  ratione  visitacio7iis  cujuscunque. 

At  Halesowen  Chapter  House. 

April  8. 

At  Worcester  Chapter  House. 

April  9,  1345. 

32.  De  pensione  Collegii  de  Warrewyk. 

The  Church  of  Pilardynton  (Pillerton  Hersey)  has  been  appropriated,  with 
the  consent  of  the  Prior  and  Convent  of  Worcester,  to  the  Collegiate  Church 
of  the  Blessed  Mary  at  Warwick  for  the  support  of  its  burdens  by  Bishop 
Wulstan  (Bransford).  Robert,  Dean,  and  the  Chapter  of  the  Collegiate 
Church,!  considering  the  loss  to  the  Priory  of  Worcester  which  will  be 
occasioned  by  this  appropriation,  wilt  pay  to  the  Prior  and  Convent  an 
annuity  of  40  pence  at  Michaelmas.  Distraint  allowed  on  all  their  lands 
in  Warwickshire. 

At  Warwick  Chapter  House. 

10  Kal.  August  1349. 

33.  Carta  annue  pensionis  de  Collegio  de  Warrewyk. 

The  Churches  of  St.  Peter"  and  St.  Nicholas  within  the  Vill  of  Warwick 
and  the  Churches  of  St.  Lawrence  and  Budbrok  (Budbrook)  without  the  Vill 

* Nos  Decanus  de  Capitulum  considerantes  quod  Prior  et  Capitulum  Wygorniensis 
sede  Wygorniensi  vacante  fructus  et  obventiones  ecclesie  de  Pylardinton  memorate  ejusdem 
vacationis  tempore  prcsvenientis  perceperunt  hactemis,  et  percipere  consueverunt  notorie 
tempore  cujus  contraria  memoria  hominutn  non  existit,  quos,  czim  ipsa  ecclesia  jure 
ratione  appropriationis  et  concessionis  hujus  amplius  non  vacabit  deinceps,  percipere 
non  poterunt,  et  alia  dampna  non  modica  sentient  notorie  in  hac  parte,  etc.  This  is  the 
clearest  statement  in  the  Liber  of  the  principal  grounds  for  the  pension  from  appropriated 
churches. 

* The  churches  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Lawrence  are  now  lost. 
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have  been  appropriated  to  the  Collegiate  Church  of  St.  Mary,  Warwick,  by 
Bishop  Tideman.  Thomas  Yonge,  Dean,  and  the  Canons  of  St.  Hilary  will 
pay  an  annuity  of  6^.  8d.  to  the  Prior  and  Chapter  of  Worcester  at  Michaelmas. 
Distraint  allowed  on  the  College  and  the  four  Churches.  Fine  of  1005.  in 
default. 

At  Warwick  Chapter  House.  March  10. 

At  Worcester  Chapter  House.  March  12,  1398-9. 

34.  Carta  annue  pensionis  de  Collegio  de  Warrewyk. 

The  Churches  of  Chadesley  Corbet  and  Haselore  have  been  appropriated 
to  the  Collegiate  Church  of  St.  Mary,  Warwick,  by  Bishop  Henry  (Wakefield) 
and  Pope  Urban  VI.  Thomas  Yonge,  Dean,  and  the  Canons  of  St.  Mary’s 
will  pay  to  the  Prior  and  Convent  of  Worcester  an  annuity  of  6s.  ScL,  being 
,3^.  on  each  Church,  at  Michaelmas.  Distraint  allowed  on  the  College  and 
tlie  Churches.  Fine  of  40^.  in  default. 

At  Warwick  Chapter  House.  March  10. 

At  Worcester  Chapter  House.  March  12,  1398-9. 

35.  De  annua  pensione  Magistri  Hospitalis  de  Warrewyk. 

Brother  Henry,  Master  of  the  Hospital  of  St.  John  at  Warwick,  and  the 
Brethren  will  pay  an  annuity  of  6s.  8d.  to  the  Prior  and  Convent  of  Worcester 
at  the  Cathedral  or  Priory  at  Michaelmas.  Distraint  allowed  on  all  goods 
belonging  to  the  Hospital  in  Worcester  Diocese. 

At  Warwick.  Feb.  26,  1339-40. 

Et  regni  Regis  Edwardi  tertii'  post  conquestum  quarto  decimo, 

36.  De  annua  pensione  Magistri  Hospitalis  de  Warrewik. 

The  Church  of  Morton  (Morton  Morrell)  has  been  appropriated  to  the 
Hospital  of  St.  John  at  Warwick  by  Bishop  Reginald  (Brian).  Brother  John 
de  Wotton,  Master,  and  the  Brethren  will  pay  35.  4<f.  annually  to  the  Prior 
and  Convent  of  Worcester^  ratione  medietatis,  as  sharing  the  property. 
Distraint  allowed  on  the  goods  of  the  Hospital.  Fine  of  40^.  in  default. 

At  Warwick.  April  19. 

Reign  of  King  Edward  HI.  after  Conquest  of 
England  33*1,  but  year  of  Our  Lord  1359. 

37.  De  annua  pensione  de  Priore  de  Maydebradeley. 

The  Church  of  Kyderministre  (Kidderminster)  has  been  appropriated  to 
the  Sisters  of  the  Lazar  House  of  Maydenebradeley  by  Bishop  Symon 
(Montacute)  with  the  consent  of  the  Prior  and  Convent  of  Worcester.  Henry, 
Prior,  and  the  Convent,  humilis  domus  Hospitalis  leprosorum,  B.  M.  de  May- 
denebradlegh  (Augustinian,  Sarum  Diocese)  will  pay  to  the  Prior  and  Convent 

^ The  Church  had  been  divided  into  two  rectories  before  Ed.  I.  The  advowson  of 
this  moiety  was  given  to  the  Hospital  by  Sir  John  de  Bishopsden  6 Ed.  III.  See 
Dugdale,  359. 
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an  annuity  of  i mark  at  Michaelmas.  Distraint  allowed  on  all  property 
subject  to  tithes  at  Trympley  and  Eytnor. 

At  Bradley. 

17  Kal.  December  1335. 

38.  Obligacio  eiusdem. 

The  Church  of  Kidderminster^  has  been  appropriated  to  the  Priory  or 
Monastery  of  Maidenbradley  by  Bishop  Tideman.  Robert,  Prior,  and  the 
Convent  of  Maidenbradley  will  pay  to  the  Prior  and  Convent  of  Worcester  an 
annuity  of  ^d.  at  Michaelmas  or  within  a fortnight  of  Michaelmas. 

Distraint  allowed  on  the  Priory  and  the  Church.  Fine  of  40^.  in  default. 

At  Maidenbradley  Chapter  House. 

April  18, 1401. 

39.  De  annua  pensione  de  Priore  de  Maxstoke. 

The  Church  of  Aston  Cauntelow  has  been  appropriated  to  Maxstoke 
Priory  (Augustinian,  Coventry  and  Lichfield  Diocese)  by  Bishop  Wulstan 
(Bransford)  with  the  consent  of  the  Prior  and  Convent  of  Worcester.  Prior 
Robert  and  the  Regular  Canons  of  Maxstoke  w'ill  pay  out  of  its  revenues  to 
the  Prior  and  Convent  of  Worcester  an  annuity  of  13^.  46^.  at  Lady  Day. 
Distraint  allowed  on  the  Church  and  the  lands  of  the  Priory  in  Warwickshire. 
At  Maxstoke  Chapter  House. 

4 Kal.  October  1345. 

40.  De  annua  pensione  de  Priore  de  Maxstoke. 

The  Church  of  Thoneworth  (Tanworth)  has  been  appropriated  to 
Maxstoke  Priory  by  Bishop  Wulstan  (Bransford)  with  the  con.sent  of  the 
Prior  and  Convent  of  Worcester.  Prior  Robert  and  the  Regular  Canons  of 
Maxstoke  will  pay  to  the  Prior  and  Convent  an  annuity  of  20s.  out  of  the 
revenues  of  the  Church  at  Lady  Day.  Distraint  on  their  lands  allowed  to 
the  Bishop  of  Worcester  and  his  officials.  They  use  the  seal  of  the  Dean 
of  Warwick  attached  to  the  deed  by  a separate  cord,  as  their  own  seal  is  not 
well  known. 

At  Maxstoke  Chapter  House. 

January  2, 1340-1. 

41.  De  annua  pensione  Prioris  domus  religiose  de  Maxstoke  pro  ecclesia 

de  Yardeley,  xxs. 

The  Church  of  Yerdeley  (Yardley)  has  been  appropriated  to  Maxstoke 
Priory  by  Bishop  Wulstan  (Bransford)  with  the  consent  of  the  Prior  and 
Convent  of  Worcester.  Recognizing  the  loss  that  will  accrue  to  the  Prior  and 

* The  Church  of  Kidderminster  was  appropriated  four  times  within  70  years.  The 
first  appropriation  was  that  by  Bishop  Simon  Montacute  in  1335.  The  Vicar  appointed 
immediately  complained  of  insufficiency  of  allowance,  and  the  Prior  and  Convent  at 
length  consented  to  a fresh  ordinance,  and  a more  favourable  appropriation  was  granted 
by  Bishop  Wulstan  Bransford  in  1340.  In  1399  Richard  II.  claimed  presentation  and 
ordered  Bishop  Tideman  to  institute  John  Brugge.  One  of  the  first  acts  of  Henry  IV. 
was  to  restore  the  patronage  to  Maidenbradley,  and  Bishop  Tideman  made  a fresh 
appropriation  in  1401.  Another  ordinance  of  vicarage  was  made  by  Bishop  Clifford 
in  1403. 

C 


IO 


LIBER  PENSIONUM. 


Convent  at  times  of  vacancy  owing  to  this  appropriation,  Prior  Robert  and  the 
Regular  Canons  of  Maxstoke  will  pay  to  them  out  of  the  revenues  of  the 
Church  an  annuity  of  20s.  at  Lady  Day.  Distraint  allowed  to  the  Bishop  of 
Worcester  and  his  officials  on  their  lands  in  Warwickshire. 

At  Maxstoke  Chapter  House. 

June  25,1347. 

42.  De  pensione  Abbatis  de  Hayles  pro  ecclesia  de  Todynton,  vz.  xxs. 

The  Church  of  Todynton  (Toddington)  has  been  appropriated  to  Hayles 

Abbey  (Cistercian)  by  Bishop  Henry  (Wakefield).  Abbot  John  and  the 
Convent  of  Hayles  will  pay  to  the  Prior  and  Convent  of  Worcester  an  annuity 
of  20s.  at  Michaelmas.  Distraint  allowed  on  the  Manor  of  Langeberwe 
(Longborough)  in  the  county  of  Gloucester.  Fine  of  loo^.  in  default. 

At  Hayles  Chapter  House.  Wed.  in  the  Feast  of  St.  Matthew\ 

1386. 

43.  De  annua  pensione  Abbatis  de  Hayles  pro  ecclesia  de  Langeberwe, 

vz.  xxs.,  sive  non. 

The  Church  of  Langeberwe  (Longborough)  has  been  appropriated  to  the 
Abbey  of  Hayles  by  Bishop  Thomas  (Cobham)  with  the  consent  of  the  Prior 
and  Convent  of  Worcester.  Acting  under  the  direction  of  Richard,  Abbot  of 
Dore,  and  Richard  de  Bromwyc,  Prior  of  Bergaveney,  the  Abbot  and  Convent 
of  Hayles  will  pay  to  the  Prior  and  Conveut  out  of  the  Church’s  revenues  an 
annuity  of  20s.  at  Michaelmas,  whether  the  See  be  filled  or  vacant.  Distraint 
allowed  on  lands  in  the  Diocese  of  Worcester. 

At  Hayles  Chapter  House. 

Sept.  29, 1325. 

44.  De  annua  pensione  Abbatis  Oseneie  pro  ecclesia  de  Begebia,  lx  s.  II  obus 

terminis  soluenda. 

A dispute  having  arisen  between  the  Church  of  Worcester  and  the  Church 
of  Oseney  over  the  Church  of  Begebia  (Bibury,  Gloucestershire),  Bartho- 
lomew,^ Bishop  of  Exeter,  was  commissioned  by  the  Pope  to  settle  the 
matter.  The  contending  parties,  represented  by  Roger,  Bishop  of  Worcester, 
Prior  Ralph  and  delegated  monks  of  Worcester,  Edward  the  Abbot,  Harding 
the  Prior,  and  delegated  Canons  of  Oseney,  met  and  agreed  to  his  arbitration, 
which  was  as  follows:  (i)  The  Abbey  of  Oseney  should  acquire  the  appro- 
priation of  the  Church  of  Bibury,  paying  60s.  to  the  Prior  and  Convent  yearly 
at  Michaelmas  and  Easter,  nomine  canonis  ; (2)  The  Bishop  of  Worcester 
should  appoint  one  Canon  to  Oseney  in  perpetual  succession,  being  a man  of 
good  repute,  not  less  than  20  years  old,  and  able  satisfactorily  to  follow  the 
rule  of  the  Order.  On  the  understanding  that  there  should  never  be  more 

* Bartholomew,  Bishop  of  Exeter  n6i — 84,  a learned  and  devout  man,  called  by 
Pope  Alexander  III.,  along  with  his  friend  Baldwin,  Bishop  of  Worcester  (afterwards 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury),  “ the  two  Lights  of  England.”  He  was  a candid  friend  of 
Becket,  and  was  chosen  to  preach  in  Canterbury  Cathedral  at  its  opening  after  the 
murder,  as  a man  trusted  by  all  parties.  See  No.  59  infra. 
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than  one  Canon  of  the  Bishop’s  appointment  at  any  given  time,  while  the 
Convent  of  Oseney  should  pray  for  the  Bishops  of  Worcester  in  life  and  death 
as  for  their  own  founders  and  Abbots. 

Witnesses  : Abbots  Hamel  Gloucestr  of  Euesham,  John  of  Messend’, 
William  of  Lilleshall.  Priors  Robert  of  Kinillewrd,  Reginald  of  Selford. 
Archdeacons  Robert  of  Oxford,  R.  of  Surrey,  Simon  of  Worcester.  John, 
Dean  of  Chichester;  John,  Treasurer  of  Exeter;  William,  Dean  of  Lichfield; 
J.,  Chancellor  of  Chichester.  Masters  Moyses,  Silvester,  Robert  (monk)^ 
Robert  de  Anc,  Roger  and  Trustin,  Canons  of  Exeter.  Osbert,  Canon  of 
Kinilliwrd  ; Philip,  Canon  of  Derbi ; Master  Roger  de  Gildeford ; Nicholas, 
priest  of  Auinton ; John  de  Lilleshall,  Ascat’  de  Messend’,  Canons. 

At  Sarum  Chapter  House,  in  the  presence  of  many  wise  and  distinguished 
persons. 

A.D.  1173. 

45.  Confirmacio  Rogeri  Episcopi  de  Ixs.  annuatim  soluendis  Priori  et 
Conventui  Wygorniensi  per  Abbatem  et  Conventum  de  Oseney  pro 
ecclesia  Begebia. 

Bishop  Roger  confirms  the  60s.  pension  from  Oseney,  and  assigns  it  for 
the  supply  of  victuals  for  the  monks  of  Worcester  Priory. 

Witnesses:  Simon,  Archdeacon  of  Worcester;  Master  Moyses ; Gilbert, 
chaplain;  Monk  Robert,  Master  Silvester,  Alfred,  Bishop’s  clerks;  Master 
Geoffrey  de  Fulvi,  Osbert  de  Henb’i,  Rodbert  de  Uppeton,  Godfrey. 

46-  Carta  Abbatis  Osenensis  de  ecclesia  de  Beigbi. 

Abbot  Edward  and  the  Convent  of  Oseney  confirm  the  agreement 
according  to  Bishop  Bartholomew’s  award,  and  solemnly  testify  their  consent 
in  writing. 

47.  De  annua  pensione  Abbatis  de  Lilleshall  pro  ecclesia  de  Badmynton,  xx  s. 

The  Church  of  Badmynton  has  been  appropriated  to  the  Abbey  of 

Lilleshall  by  Bishop  Wulstan  (Bransford).  The  Abbot  and  Convent  of 
Lilleshall  will  pay  an  annuity  of  205.  to  the  Prior  and  Convent  of  Worcester 
for  the  indemnity  of  the  Church  on  St.  John  Baptist’s  Day,  whether  the  See 
be  filled  or  vacant.  They  will  also  at  time  of  vacancy  pay  the  sum  of  405.  to 
the  Prior  and  Convent  within  a fortnight  of  the  announcement  of  the 
vacancy.  Distraint  on  the  Church  and  on  the  Manor  of  Lilleshall  allowed. 
Fine  of  1005.  in  default. 

At  Lilleshall.  Monday  after  the  Feast  of  the  Beheadal  of  St.  John  Baptist. 

1341. 

48.  De  annua  pensione  Prioris  Lanthonensis  pro  ecclesia  de  Tydrynton, 

vz.  quadraginta  denarios. 

The  Church  of  Tydrinton  (Tytherington,  Glos.)  has  been  appropriated  to 
the  Priory  of  Lantonia  juxta  Gloucester  (New  Llanthony)  by  Bishop  Adam 
(de  Orleton).  Prior  William  and  the  Convent  of  New  Llanthony  will  pay  to 
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the  Prior  and  Convent  of  Worcester  an  annuity  of  t^od.  at  Lady  Day  in  token 
of  subjection  and  temporal  loss.  Fine  of  405.  in  default. 

At  Llanthony  Chapter  House. 

January  18,  1330-1. 

49.  De  annua  pensione  Abbatis  de  Ditlesden*  pro  ecclesia  de  Ebreton, 

xiiis.  iiiid.  sede  vac.  sive  non. 

The  Church  of  Ebreton  (Ebrington)  has  been  appropriated  to  the  Abbey 
of  Bitlesden  (Cistercian,  Lincoln  Diocese)  by  Bishop  Henry  (Wakefield). 
Abbot  Peter  and  the  Convent  of  Bitlesden  will  pay  an  annuity  of  13s.  ^d.  to 
the  Prior  and  Convent  of  Worcester  at  Michaelmas.  Distraint  allowed  on  the 
Abbey  and  the  Church.  Fine  of  looi'.  in  default. 

At  Bitlesden  Chapter  House. 

4 £al.  June  1380. 

50.  De  annua  pensione  ecclesie  Cathedralis  Wellensis  pro  ecclesia  de  Pokul- 

churche,  iiis.  iiiid. 

The  Church  of  Pokulchurche  (Pucklechurch)  has  been  appropriated  to  the 
Dean  and  Chapter  of  Wells  by  Pope  Boniface  (IX.)  under  licence  from 
King  Richard  (II.)  and  Bishop  Tideman  and  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
Prior  and  Convent  of  Worcester.  The  Dean  and  Chapter  desire  to  make 
fitting  compensation  for  the  share  of  the  revenues  of  the  Church  which  the 
Convent  used  to  receive  at  a time  of  vacancy  in  the  See  of  Worcester.  They 
will  therefore  pay  to  the  Prior  and  Convent  an  annuity  of  35.  ^d.  at  Michaelmas, 
with  another  35.  4c?.  at  any  vacancy  of  the  See,  provided  it  is  for  one  year  of 
vacancy  only,  and  for  one  vacancy  in  a year  only.  Distraint  allowed  on  the 
Chapter  and  on  the  Church. 

At  Wells  Chapter  House. 

April  6. 

At  Worcester  Chapter  House. 

April  12,  1401. 

51.  De  annua  pensione  Abbatis  Westmonastriensis  pro  ecclesia  Langedon, 

XXX  s. 

The  Church  of  Langedon  (Longdon)  has  been  appropriated  to  the  Abbey 
of  Westminster  by  Bishop  Adam  (de  Orleton).  Abbot  Thomas  and  the 
Convent  of  Westminster  will  pay  to  the  Prior  and  Convent  of  Worcester  an 
annuity  of  405.  at  Easter  and  Michaelmas.  Distraint  on  the  Church  allowed 
to  the  Bishop  of  Worcester. 

At  Westminster  Chapter  House. 

May  13. 

At  Worcester  Chapter  House. 

May  20,  1335. 

52.  De  annua  pensione  Abbatis  Monasterie  sancte  Werdberge  Cestrensis 

pro  ecclesia  Campeden,  quatuor  marcas. 

The  Church  of  Campeden  (Chipping  Campden)  has  been  appropriated  to 


* “ Ditlesden  ” in  error  for  “Bitlesden.' 
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the  Abbey  of  St.  Werburg,  Chester,  by  Bishop  Wulstan  (Bransford)  with  the 
consent  of  the  Prior  and  Convent  of  Worcester.  The  Abbot  and  Convent  of 
St.  Werberg  will  pay  to  the  Prior  and  Convent  an  annuity  of  4 marks  at  Lady 
Day,  whether  the  See  be  filled  or  vacant.  Distraint  allowed  on  the  Church. 
At  Chester. 

2 Id.  July  1340. 

53.  De  annua  pensione  Aule  regine  Oxoniensis  pro  ecclesia  de  Newbold 

Paci,  XX  s. 

The  Church  of  Newbold  Paci  has  been  appropriated  to  Queen’s  HalP  (now 
Queen’s  College),  Oxford,  by  Bishop  John  (Thoresby)  and  Pope  Clement  VI. 
The  Provost  and  Scholars  of  the  Hall,  desiring  to  recompense  the  Prior  and 
Convent  of  Worcester  for  the  loss  of  emolument  they  would  have  received 
from  the  Church  in  time  of  a vacancy,  promise  to  pay  to  them  the  sum  of 
20^.  at  each  vacancy  of  the  See.  Distraint  allowed  on  the  Church  of  Newbold 
Pacey. 

At  Oxford. 

Feb.  10,  1350-1. 

54.  De  annua  pensione  de  Custode  de  Tormarton. 

Sir  John  de  Laryner,  Lord  of  the  Manor  of  Torm’ton  (Tormarton)  and 
patron  of  the  Church,  has  made  petition  that  the  Church  of  Tormarton  may 
be  joined  to  the  Church  of  Acton  Tervylle  (Turville),  as  the  rents  of  Tor- 
marton are  insufficient  to  meet  the  burdens  upon  them.  Bishop  Wulstan 
(Bransford),  after  investigation  and  consultation  held,  and  with  consent  of 
William  de  la  Sherde,  Rector  of  Acton  Turville,  and  the  Prior  and  Convent  of 
Worcester,  unites  the  Churches,  reserving  a Vicarage  for  Acton  Turville. 
He  also  requires  the  perpetual  Warden  (custos)  and  the  Chaplains  of  the 
Church  of  Tormarton  to  pay  to  the  Prior  and  Convent  an  annuity  of  6s.  8d. 
at  Michaelmas. 

At  Hartlebury. 

May  3,  1344. 

55.  De  annua  pensione  de  Priorissa  de  Cuckebulle." 

Prioress  Cecilia  and  the  Convent  of  Cokhulle  (Cookhill)  will  pay  to  the 
Prior  and  Convent  of  Worcester  an  annuity  of  13^.  ^d.  at  Michaelmas  in 
signum  suhiectionis  et  temporalis  dampni.  Fine  of  10s.  in  default. 

At  Cookhill  Chapter  House.  Thursday  after  St.  Andrew’s  Day. 

1331. 

56.  De  annua  pensione  Abbatisse  de  Pollesworth. 

The  Church  of  Quenton  (Quinton)  has  been  appropriated  to  Poles  worth 
Abbey  by  Bishop  Thomas  (Peverell).  Abbess  Benedicta  and  the  Convent 
will  pay  to  the  Prior  and  Convent  of  Worcester  an  annuity  of  13^.  A^d.  at  Lady 

* In  1401,  at  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  Bishop  Tideman,  the  Provost  and 
Scholars  of  Queen’s  Hall  tried  to  evade  this  payment,  offering  i mark  only.  But  they 
were  not  successful.  Cf.  Reg.  Sede  Vacante,  Willis  Bund,  p.  386. 

’ Printed  in  Nash,  ii.,  17. 
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Day  and  Michaelmas.  Distraint  on  the  Abbey  and  the  Church  allowed  to 
the  Bishop  and  Archdeacon  of  Worcester.  Fine  of  ioo5.  in  default. 

At  Polesworth  Chapter  House. 

May  29,  1410. 

57.  De  annua  pensione  de  Priore  de  Bathonia. 

The  Church  of  Olueston  (Alveston)  has  been  appropriated  to  the 
Monastery  of  Bath  (Benedictine)  by  Bishop  Thomas  (Peverell).  William 
Bowthebrooke,  Prior,  and  the  Convent  of  the  Cathedral  Church  of  Bath^  will 
pay  an  annuity  of  6s.  8d.  to  the  Prior  and  Convent  of  Worcester  at  Easter  in 
Alveston  Church.  Fine  of  6s.  8d.  for  first  quarter’s  arrears,  20s.  for  the 
second,  465.  8d.  for  the  third,  1005.  for  the  year’s.  The  agreement  lapses  if  the 
appropriation  should  be  dissolved. 

At  Bath  Chapter  House. 

April  20, 1409. 

58.  Convencio  inter  nos  et  Conuentum  de  Sandewell  super  ecclesia  de 

Bromwychia. 

An  agreement  between  Prior  W.  and  the  Convent  of  Worcester  and  Prior 
W.  and  the  Convent  of  Sandwell.  In  return  for  the  concession  of  the  Church 
of  Bromwich  ad  perpetuam  firmam^  the  Prior  and  Monks  of  Sandwell  will  pay 
yearly  to  the  Prior  and  Convent  of  Worcester  20s.  at  the  Feast  of  St.  Mary  in 
March  (Lady  Day),  20s.  at  St.  John  Baptist’s  Nativity,  20,?.  at  Michaelmas 
and  205.  at  the  Feast  of  St.  Andrew,  together  with  a fine  of  105.  for  each 
quarter’s  default.  The  Church  shall  lapse  back  to  Worcester  at  the  end  of  a 
year’s  default,  but  in  that  case  the  fines  must  still  be  paid.  The  Monks  of 
Sandwell  are  to  serve  the  Church  in  an  honourable  manner,  finding  all  books 
and  ornaments  and  all  dues  to  the  Bishop  and  Archdeacon.  With  the  assent 
of  A.,®  Bishop  of  Coventry  and  Lichfield. 

59.  Carta  Hospitalariorum  de  Ducglediu''  de  x marcis  et  dimidio. 

Bishop  Bartholomew^  of  Exeter,  under  commission  from  Pope  Alex- 

* The  Somer.setshire  See  was  transferred  from  Wells  to  Bath  by  Bishop  John  of 
Tours  1088,  but  Bishop  Robert,  1136 — 66,  introduced  an  arrangement  by  which  the 
Bishop  had  his  throne  in  the  two  Churches  of  Wells  and  Bath.  This  lasted  till  the 
Dissolution  of  Monasteries,  when,  by  an  Act  of  Henry  VIII.  passed  in  1542,  Bath  Abbey 
lost  its  Cathedral  status  and  became  merely  a Parish  Church,  and  Wells  once  more  was 
left  the  only  Cathedral  of  the  See. 

■ Perpetua  firma,  a lease  in  perpetuity,  as  contrasted  with  freehold. 

^ Bishop  Alexander  de  Stavenby,  1224 — 38.  His  Episcopate,  together  with  the 
Priorate  of  William  de  Bedeford,  1224—42,  fixes  the  date  before  1238,  but  the  actual 
agreement  seems  to  have  been  made  in  1255.  See  Hale’s  “ Registrum.”  For  Bromwich, 
see  Nos.  124-5  infra. 

Ducgledin  is  the  name  of  a Hundred  in  Mid-Pembroke.  The  Church  of  Castle 
Wiston  in  Ducgledin  belonged  to  the  Priory  of  Worcester  by  the  gift  of  Gilbert  de  Clare, 
Earl  of  Pembroke,  about  1164,  and  on  payment  of  ^ mark  annually  to  the  Monks  of 
Gloucester  to  whom  it  originally  belonged.  Walton  and  Slebach  are  two  localities  in  the 
immediate  neighbourhood  of  Castle  Wiston,  and  at  Slebach  was  a Commandery  of  the 
Knights  Hospitallers.  Castle  Wiston  is  included  in  the  list  of  Churches  belonging  to 
the  Priory  in  1285.  Cf.  No.  152.  John  of  Derlton,  the  Notary  (No.  60),  derives  his 
name  from  another  place  in  this  locality. 

^ Bishop  Bartholomew  again  commissioned  by  the  Pope  to  arbitrate.  Cf.  No.  44  supra. 
The  date,  between  1180 — 84,  is  fixed  by  Bishop  Baldwin’s  episcopate. 
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ander  III.,  had  adjudicated  between  the  Knights  Hospitallers  of  England  and 
the  Prior  and  Convent  of  Worcester  over  the  Chapels  of  Walton  and  Slabach 
five  years  previously.  Prior  Ralph  de  Diva  and  the  Chapter  of  Brethren 
Hospitallers  now  definitely  arrange  payment,  assigning  the  annual  rent  of 
10  marks  and  a half  to  be  fixed  on  their  Manor  of  Quenenton  (Quennington), 
5 marks  being  payable  at  Easter  and  at  Michaelmas,  and  offering  agree- 
ment to  other  reasonable  arrangement  if  suggested  by  the  Monks,  with 
confirmation  by  the  Pope,  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  and  the  Hospitallers 
House  of  Jerusalem. 

Witnesses;  B.  (Baldwin),  Bishop  of  Worcester,  and  others. 

60,  Confirmacio  Willimi  Archiepiscopi  de  Pensionibus. 

At  the  Metropolitical  Visitation  of  William  (Courtenay),  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  the  Priory  lays  claim  to  the  possession  of  the  following 
Churches : — 

1.  St.  John  in  Bedwardine,  with  the  Chapels  of  Wyke  and 

Wichenford. 

2.  Cleeve  Prior. 

3.  Tibberton. 

4.  Bromsgrove,  with  the  Chapels  of  Kings  Norton  and  Grafton. 

5.  Grimley,  with  the  Chapel  of  Hallow. 

6.  Great  Sodbury. 

7.  Dodderhill,  with  the  Chapel  of  Elmbridge. 

8.  Overbury,  with  the  Chapels  of  Teddington,  Washbourne 

and  Borrow. 

9.  Cropthorn,  with  the  Chapel  of  Netherton. 

10.  Wolverley. 

11.  Lindridge,  with  the  Chapels  of  Knighton  and  Pensax  in  the 

Diocese  of  Hereford. 

12.  Bromwich,  in  the  Diocese  of  Lichfield — saving  the  vicarages 

of  the  same  Churches. 

Also  to  portions  of  Tithes  in  the  following  places : — 

Phepston  in  the  parish  of  Himbleton  (2  portions),  Sedgeberrow, 
Broadwas,  Harvington,  Stoke  Prior. 

Also  to  Pensions  from  the  following  Churches : — 


5. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

Kenswick 

• 4 

0 

Berkeley  . 

66 

8 

Knightwick 

2 

0 

Icomb 

20 

0 

Stoke  Prior 

20 

0 

Bibury 

60 

0 

Himbleton 

2 

0 

Sedgeberrow  . 

L5 

0 

Hartlebury 

. 26 

8 

All  Saints,  Worcester 

6 

8 

Harvington 

• 13 

4 

St.  Andrew’s  . 

20 

0 

i6 
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d. 

s. 

d. 

St.  Swithun’s  . 

15 

0 

Spetcheley  . . 2 

0 

St.  Clement’s  . 

6 

8 

Great  Packington  in 

St.  Peter  the  Great  . 

2 

0 

Lichfield  Diocese  . 13 

4 

St.  Martin’s 

13 

4 

After  examination  of  documents  and  sufficient  witnesses,  the  Archbishop 
confirms  these  claims. 

Witnesses:  Adam  Moctrum,  the  Archbishop’s  Chancellor;  William 
Doveir,  Monk  of  Canterbury;  Philip  Rogers,  Rector  of  Sevenoaks  ; John 
Bocke,  Perpetual  Vicar  of  Kempsey ; and  special  witnesses  from  the  Dioceses 
of  Lichfield,  Exeter,  Canterbury  and  Worcester. 

At  the  Parish  Church  of  Kempsey,  Oct.  29,  1384,  the  year  from  the 
Incarnation  according  to  the  course  and  reckoning  of  the  English  Church, 
8th  Indiction,  7th  year  of  Pope  Urban  VI.,  4th  year  of  the  Archbishop’s 
translation. 

Deed  drawn  by  John  de  Derlton,  Notary  Public. 

61.  Carta  Regis  Edwardi  de  licencia  appropriacionis  ecclesie  de  Croppe- 

thorne.* 

Licence  from  King  Edward  III.  to  the  Prior  and  Convent  of  Worcester  to 
appropriate  the  Church  of  Cropthorne  which  the  monks  hold  in  capite,^  not- 
withstanding the  Statute  of  Mortmain.  No  hindrance  from  Justiciars,  etc. 

At  Westminster. 

(1350.) 

Reign  of  England  24th,  of  France  nth. 

62.  Bulla  appropriacionis  ecclesie  de  Croppethorne. 

Pope  Clement  VI.  appropriates  the  Church  of  Cropthorne,  the  rent  of 
which  does  not  exceed  £20  a year  according  to  the  Taxation  for  Tenths,  to 
the  Priory  of  Worcester  and  the  common  table  of  the  Convent.  This  is  done 
in  response  to  a petition  from  the  Prior  (John  of  Evesham),  stating  that  the 
Cathedral,  Bell  Tower,  and  Priory  buildings  were  in  great  disrepair,  and  that 
the  rents  were  insufficient  to  maintain  hospitality  towards  the  crowd  both  of 
the  nobility  and  the  common  people  that  kept  flooding  the  Priory.  The  rights 
of  the  Priory  also  had  lately  to  be  defended  at  the  cost  of  borrowed  money, 
and  there  was  a difficulty  in  getting  in  rents  owing  to  the  death  of  many 
tenants  during  the  epidemic.® 

A Vicarage  is  to  be  fixed  by  the  Bishop.  The  rights  of  the  Bishop  and 

' Printed  in  Nash,  i.,  276. 

^ Ordinary  formula  of  exemption  from  Mortmain  ; Statuto  de  terris  et  ienementis 
ad  manum  mortuam  non  ponendis  edito,  seu  eo  quod  advocacio  dicte  ecclesie  de  nobis 
tenetur  in  capite  non  obstantibus,  sine  occasione  vel  impedimento  nostri  vel  heredum 
nostrorum  Justiciariorum  Escaetorum,  vicecomitum  aut  aliorum  balivorum  seu  minis~ 
trorum  nostrorum  quorumcunque. 

* Epidemic,  the  Black  Death,  1348-9.  Printed  in  Nash,  i.,  276, 
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Archdeacon  are  to  be  reserved,  and  protection  is  granted  against  Letters  of 
Provision’  from  Rome. 

At  Avignon. 

7 Id.  May  (1350). 

63.  Ordinacio  Vicarie  de  Cropthorne.’* 

Bishop  William  (Whittlesey)  ordains  a Vicarage  for  Cropthorn  in  pursuance 
of  the  Pope’s  Bull  and  after  investigation  held,  at  which  the  Convent  was 
represented  by  Henry  Lawerne,  Monk,  and  the  Vicar,  Richard  Forster, 
personally  attended. 

The  Vicar  is  to  have  the  Rectory  house  with  pigeon  house  and  orchard, 
3 roods  and  8 acres  of  arable  land,  tithes  of  hay  from  the  tenants  of  Charlton, 
Cropthorn  and  Netherton,  and  4 acres  of  meadow  formerly  belonging  to  the 
Rector.  He  is  also  to  have  the  smaller  tithes — except  the  tithe  of  the  Prior’s 
pigeons — mortuaries  and  all  other  oblations  belonging  to  the  Church.  All 
other  emoluments  are  to  go  to  the  Prior  and  Convent. 

The  charges  on  the  Church  are  to  be  met  by  the  Convent  and  the  Vicar 
in  equal  portions,  except  hospitality  and  the  annual  payment  of  ^s.  to  the 
Infirmarius,  which  is  to  be  paid  by  the  Vicar.  The  annual  payment  of  lOi. 
to  the  Bishop,  and  tenths,  when  payable,  are  to  be  met  by  the  Convent. 

At  Hartlebury. 

March  10,  1365-6. 

64.  Bulla  appropriacionis  ecclesie  de  Grimley  cum  capela  de  Hallowe.* 

Pope  Nicolas  (HI.)  grants  the  petition  of  Bishop  Godfrey  (Giffard)  for 

the  appropriation  of  the  Church  of  Grimley  with  its  Chapel  of  Hallow  to  the 
use  of  the  Monastery,  which,  owing  to  the  recent  evil  times,  is  unable  to 
support  its  continual  hospitality,  the  relief  of  the  poor  and  other  works  of 
piety.  Saving  a Vicarage  and  all  the  Diocesan’s  rights. 

At  Reate. 

Kal.  July,  2nd  of  Pontificate  (1279). 

65.  Litera  Godefridi  episcopi  super  appropriacionis  ecclesie  de  Grimley  cum 

capella  de  Hallow.^ 

Bishop  Godfrey  (Giffard)  appropriates  the  Church  of  Grimley  with  its 
Chapel  of  Hallow  to  the  Prior  and  Convent  of  Worcester  “ in  consideration  of 
the  lengthened  stay  of  large  bodies  of  soldiery  in  or  near  the  precincts  of  the 
Monastery  during  the  late  troubles  of  the  realm,  as  well  as  of  your  long 
continued  hospitality  to  the  poor,  who  display  to  you  the  likeness  of  our  Lord 

* Ordinary  formula  of  Protection  against  Provisions,  etc. : A^on  obstantibus  si  aliqui 
super  provisionibus  sibi  faciendis  de  parochialibus  vel  aliis  ecclesiis  seu  beneficiis  in  illis 
partibus  speciales  vel  generales  Apostolice  sedis  vel  legatorum  ejus  literas  impetrarint , 
etiam  si  per  eas  ad  inhibicionem,  reservacionent  et  decretum  vel  alias  quomodolibet  sit 
processum,  qua  literas  vel  processus  habitos  per  easdem  ad  dictam  ecclesiam  volumus 
non  extendi,  sed  nullum  per  hoc  eis  quo  ad  assecucionem  ecclesiarum  et  beneficiorum 
aliorum  prejudiciun  generari,  seu  quibuslibet  privilegiis,  indulgenciis  et  literis  Apos- 
tolicis generalibus  vel  specialibus  quorumcunque  tenorum  existant  per  que presentibus  non 
expressa  vel  totaliter  non  jtixta  effectum  earum  impediri  valeat  valeant~\  quomodolibet 
vel  differri,  et  de  quibus  quorumcunque  totis  tenoribus  habenda  sit  in  nostris  literis 
specialis  mentio. 

2 Printed  in  Nash,  i.,  277.  ^ Printed  in  Nash,  i.,  478.  ■*  Printed  in  Nash,  i.,  477. 
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Jesus  Christ,  and  also  your  bestowal  of  various  sums  on  the  service  of  the 
State;  taking  into  consideration  also  other  necessary  burdens  occasioned  by 
your  jurisdiction^  on  the  voidance  of  the  See  through  which  your  Church  is 
distinguished  by  a high  title  of  honour.” 

He  notes  that  the  Church  does  not  exceed  in  value  ;^^io  a year,  and  already 
pays  an  annuity  of  20s.  to  the  Prior  and  Convent,  The  Bishop’s  rights  must 
be  reserved,  and  the  worship  of  the  Church  and  the  care  of  souls  must  be  in 
no  wise  neglected  by  the  Convent  or  the  Vicar. 

At  Westminster. 

13  Kal.  November  1268.* 

66.  Confirmacio  Archiepi  de  eodem.* 

Brother^  John  (Peckham),  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  has  inspected  and 
confirms  the  above. 

At  I’ershore. 

16  Kal.  December  1283. 

67.  Ordinacio  Vicarie  de  Hallow.* 

Bishop  Godfrey  (Giffard)  ordains  a Vicarage  for  Grimley  and  its  Chapel 
of  Hallow,  as  the  Monks  had  outrun  their  means  by  reason  of  law  suits  and 
the  general  disturbances  of  the  times.  The  Vicar®  is  to  have  a house  and 
garden.  Lesser  Tithes,  Mortuaries  and  Altar  dues.  Tithes  of  Hay  in  Grimehull 
and  Estebury  and  205.  to  be  paid  to  him  annually  by  the  Bursar  of  the  Convent. 
He  shall  pay  synodical  and  Cathedral  procurations.  The  Monks  are  to  have 
the  Rectory  house,  farms  and  greater  tithes.  Expenses  in  maintaining  and 
repairing  the  buildings  and  ornaments  of  the  Church  are  to  be  met  by  the 
Monks  and  the  Vicar  proportionately,  but  in  case  of  expensive  repairs  the 
Monks  are  to  contribute  generously. 

Witnesses : Walter  de  Vienna,  Geoffrey  de  Cuberleye,  Geoffrey  de 
Kindweye,  Bishop’s  Chaplain ; Richard,  Rector  of  Thadniton ; Peter  de 
Wocenille,  Adam  de  Tybir’,  William  de  Hamme,  etc. 

At  Bredon. 

3 Id.  October  1270. 

68.  Bulla  appropriacionis  ecclesie  de  Ouerbury.^ 

Pope  Clement  (VI.)  appropriates  the  Church  of  Overbury,  the  revenues  of 
which  do  not  exceed  £2^  p.  a.  according  to  the  Taxation  for  Tenths,  to  the 
Prior  and  Convent  of  Worcester  in  consideration  of  their  burden  of  debt  due 
to  hospitality  and  the  repair  of  the  Cathedral,  and  particularly  for  the  support 

' The  Compositio  of  Archbishop  Boniface  had  only  just  been  issued,  July  1268,  and 
Bishop  Godfrey  had  lately  succeeded  on  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  translation  of 
Nicolas  of  Ely. 

* The  Bishop’s  Register  gives  the  date  ii  Kal.  Nov.  Willis  Bund,  Reg.  Giffard,  p.  i. 

* Printed  in  Nash,  i.,  478. 

Frater.  Archbishop  Peckham  was  a Friar  of  the  Franciscan  Order. 

* Printed  in  Nash,  i.,  478. 

* For  the  provision  for  the  Vicar  during  the  time  between  the  appropriation  of  the 
Church  and  the  ordinance  of  the  Vicarage  see  Willis  Bund,  Reg.  Giffard,  p.  26. 

7 Printed  in  Nash,  ii.,  237, 
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of  two  monks  who  must  be  maintained  by  them  in  study  at  Oxford.^  Queen 
Philippa  has  joined  in  the  request  for  appropriation.  Usual  conditions.  Pro- 
tection from  Provisions. 

At  Avignon. 

6 Non.  October,  5th  year  of  Pontificate  (1347  c.). 

69.  Ordinacio  Vicarie  de  Ouerbury.’ 

Bishop  William  (Whittlesey),  on  the  resignation  of  the  late  Rector,  Henry 
de  Stratford,  to  the  late  Bishop  John  (Barnet),  ordains  a Vicarage  for  Over- 
bury. The  Vicar  is  to  have  a suitable  house  5 two  virgates  of  Rectorial  Glebe, 
one  at  Overbury  and  one  at  Washbourne,  with  pastures  b.longing  except 
Singlemede;  Tithe  of  hay  from  Overbury,  Conderton,  I'eddington  and  Wash- 
bourne  except  the  hay  on  Singlemede  and  the  Manorial  meadows  j Other  lesser 
tithes  ; Oblations  whether  in  money  or  wax ; “ Charity  pennies,”  confessionals, 
heriots,  mortuaries,  together  with  annually  from  the  monks,  the  whole 

amount  being  reckoned  at  ^20  10.9.  yd.  The  Vicar  must  supply  procura- 
tions for  the  Archdeacon,  synodals  and  aids  {auxilia),  also  4 candles  for  the 
High  Altar  at  Overbury  on  Festivals ; also  two  Chaplains  for  Washbourne, 
Alston  and  Teddington.  I'he  Prior  and  Convent  are  to  have  Singlemede  and 
all  other  revenues  not  named  above,  and  everything  from  Berrow,  for  which 
jdace  they  must  find  the  Chaplain,  who  shall  be  under  the  direction  of  the 
Vicar. 

At  Hartlebury. 

April  20,  1368. 

70.  Bulla  appropriacionis  ecclesie  de  Woluardeley.* 

Pope  Clement  VI.  appropriates  the  Church  of  Wolverley  to  the  Prior  (John 
of  Evesham)  and  Convent  of  Worcester  in  response  to  their  petition  stating 
that  the  Campanile'*'  and  many  buildings  of  the  Priory  are  threatened  with 
ruin,  while  the  rents  are  insufficient  owing  to  legal  expenses  and  the  results 
of  the  Plague.^  The  revenues  of  the  Church  do  not  exceed  20  marks  p.  a. 
according  to  the  Tenths  I'axation.  Protection  from  Provisions,  etc. 

At  Avignon. 

3 Id.  June,  10th  of  Pontificate  (1352). 

71.  Ordinacio  Vicarie  de  Woluardeley.* 

Bishop  John  (Trillick)  of  Hereford  ordains  a Vicarage  for  Wolverley 
(Worcester  Diocese),  instituting  William  Ketel  as  perpetual  Vicar  on  the 
presentation  of  the  Prior  and  Convent  of  Worcester.  The  Vicar  shall  have 
t '.e  house  formerly  belonging  to  John  de  Hale,  which  is  to  be  rebuilt  by  the 

* The  education  at  Oxford  of  students  from  the  Benedictine  Monasteries  had  lately 
received  an  effective  impetus  in  the  Constitutions  of  Benedict  XII.  (1337),  which  for  the 
first  time  gave  a formal  series  of  rules  for  the  management  of  Gloucester  College,  Oxford. 
One  in  twenty  of  the  members  of  every  monastery  was  to  be  sent  up. 

- Printed  in  Nash,  ii.,  238.  • Printed  in  Nash,  ii.,  475. 

■*  The  Clochium  or  Bell  Tower. 

“ The  Black  Death  broke  out  in  1348,  and  was  at  its  height  in  the  spring  of  1349. 

* Printed  in  Nash,  ii.,  476. 
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Prior  and  Convent  suitably  to  the  Vicar’s  means  ; a croft  near  the  Vicarage 
together  with  3 acres  of  arable  land  ; various  crofts,  etc.,  viz.,  Croft  between 
Horsebroke  and  the  Vicarage,  Smythescroft,  Vroggmore,  Horsley medwe  ; 
Tithe  of  hay,  except  on  manorial  lands  and  the  meadow  held  by  John  de 
Boscho ; Lesser  Tithes ; Oblations  both  in  money  and  wax ; “ Charity 
Pence,”  Confessionals,  “ Leytone  halfpence.” 

The  Prior  and  Convent  are  to  rebuild  and  keep  in  repair  the  Chancel,  and 
be  responsible  for  Tenths  and  other  subventions.  The  Vicar  assented  to  this 
arrangement. 

At  Wolverley. 

April  29,  1354. 

72.  Confirmia  domini  ecclesiarum  de  Ouerbury  et  de  Woluardeley. 

After  the  resignation  of  the  late  Rectors,  Pope  Innocent  VI.  confirms  the 
appropriation  of  the  Churches  of  Overbury  and  Wolverley  to  the  Prior  and 
Convent  of  Worcester. 

At  Avignon. 

6 Kal.  May,  10th  of  Pontificate  (1362). 

78.  Carta  Henrici  regis  de  ecclesia  de  Bremesgraue.* 

King  Henry  III.  grants  the  Church  of  Bromsgrove  to  the  Prior  and 
Convent  of  Worcester  in  pure  and  perpetual  alms,  on  condition  of  yearly 
prayers  for  the  souls  of  his  late  father.  King  John,  and  his  own. 

Witnesses:  H.  de  Burgo,  Earl  of  Kent,  Justiciar  j Walter  de  Bello 
Campo,  Godfrey  de  Crancomb  ; John,  son  of  Philip;  Geoffrey  Dispenser, 
Geoffrey  Canz,  Henry  de  Capella,  etc.  By  hands  of  Ralph  (Nevill),  Bishop 
of  Chichester,  Chancellor. 

At  Worcester. 

May  21,  16th  of  Reign  (1232). 

74.  Confirmacio  Gregorii  (nou/)^  de  ecclesia  de  Bremesgraue.' 

Pope  Gregory  IX.  confirms  the  appropriation  of  the  Church  of  Bromsgrove 
given  to  the  Prior  and  Convent  of  Worcester  by  King  Henry  HI.,  their 
Patron,  and  with  the  assent  of  the  Bishop. 

At  Viterbo. 

6 Id.  April,  11th  of  Pontificate  (1237). 

75.  Confirmacio  episcopi  super  permutacionem  Vicarii  ecclesie  de  Bremes- 

graue. 

Bishop  Godfrey  (Giffard)  confirms  the  exchange  by  which  Robert  de 
Belne,  Vicar  of  the  Church  of  Bromsgrove,  gives  to  the  Prior  and  Convent  a 
place  which  his  predecessor,  Henry,  inhabited  and  held  of  the  Convent,  in 
exchange  for  a messuage  formerly  held  by  Nicholas  de  Presteford  of  the 
same.  The  situation  of  each  in  the  town  of  Bromsgrove  is  defined. 

' Printed  in  Nash,  i.,  168. 

^ “ Pape  ” erased,  and  " noni  ” substituted  in  post  Reformation  times. 
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Witnesses  to  the  deed  of  exchange:  Edmund  de  Grafton,  Richard  de  Mount- 
viron,  William  de  Portes,  Richard  de  Monhull,  Richard  de  Brademedwe, 
Richard  le  Teynt’,  clerk,  John  Melymon  and  others. 

The  Bishop  recognizes  the  advantage  of  the  exchange,  not  for  the  ease  of 
the  Vicar  so  much  as  for  his  work,  inasmuch  as  he  will  now  live  within  the 
confines  of  the  Church  instead  of  being  fatigued  by  a long  journey  to  it.  He 
will  also  receive  the  numerous  dues  from  his  old  place  of  abode. 

At  Alvechurch.  St.  Valentine’s  Day. 

1292. 

76.  Carta  domini  Willimi  episcopi  de  Bremesgraue. 

Bishop  William  de  Bleys  confirms  to  the  Prior  and  Convent  of  Worcester 
the  Rectory  of  Bromsgrove,  now  vacant  by  the  death  of  William  de  Furnell, 
which  had  been  given  to  them  by  the  King  (Henry  III.)  in  pure  and  perpetual 
alms  for  the  repose  of  the  soul  of  King  John,  whose  body  rests  in  the 
Cathedral.  He  assigns  to  the  Sacrist  the  Chapel  of  Grafton  for  the  supply  of 
lo  marks  p,  a.  to  find  candles  for  the  tomb.  Also  he  assigns  from  the  Living 
lo  marks  p.  a.  for  the  Infirmary,  and  3 marks  to  the  Convent  for  pittances  on 
the  day  of  King  John’s  anniversary.  The  Vicarage  is  secured.  The  whole 
of  the  remainder  is  for  the  maintenance  of  hospitality  and  for  the  poor. 

Witnesses : Mathew  de  Grimell  j W.  de  Tynton,  parson  of  Kempsey ; 
W.  de  Thywe,  R.  de  Buckeinham  ; W.  de  Myll,  parson  of  Bredon  ; I.,  Vicar  of 
Hampton  Monialium  (Minchinhampton) ; Ankevill ; Richard  de  Compton, 
Gilbert  de  Lyndes,  Clerks,  etc. 

77.  DifBnicio  episcopi  quod  reparacio  cancelli  ecclesie  nostre  de  Bremes- 

graue pertinet  ad  vicarium. 

Bishop  Henry  (Wakefield)  settles  a dispute  between  Prior  Walter  and  the 
Convent  of  Worcester  and  Richard  de  Twe,  perpetual  Vicar  of  Bromsgrove, 
over  the  question  of  the  repair  of  the  chancels  of  Bromsgrove  and  Norton 
(King’s  Norton).  The  matter  had  been  investigated  before  Master  Robert 
Cross,  clerk,  the  Bishop’s  Commissary,  and  further  before  John  Blanchard, 
Archdeacon  of  Worcester,  and  Thomas  Stowe,  Archdeacon  of  Bedford,  and 
promise  of  submission  to  their  decision  was  given  by  the  parties.  The  Bishop 
decides  that  the  Vicar  has  to  repair  the  Chancel  of  Bromsgrove  and  the  Prior 
and  Convent  the  Chancel  of  King’s  Norton. 

At  Hartlebury. 

Nov.  12,  1380. 

78.  De  presentacione  Vicarie  de  Bremesgraue  ad  nos  pertinente  et  in 

quibus  consistit. 

Bishop  William  de  Bleys  has  instituted  Richard  de  Wynchcomb,  chaplain, 
to  the  perpetual  Vicarage  of  Bromsgrove  on  the  presentation  of  the  Prior  and 
Convent  of  Worcester.  The  Vicarage  consists  of  the  whole  altalagium}  of 

' Altalagium,  here  leems  to  mean  voluntary  and  customary  offerings,  and  principale 
legatum  glebe  and  tithes. 
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the  Church  of  Bromsgrove  and  the  Chapel  of  Norton,  cum  principali  legato, 
with  tithe  of  hay  from  Bromsgrove  only,  and  with  a house  at  Bromsgrove  and 
another  at  Norton.  The  Vicar  will  sustain  all  Church  dues. 

Witnesses : Geoffrey,  Canon ; Richard,  monk  ; W.,  Archdeacon  of 

Worcester ; Mathew  de  Grimel,  W.  de  Thywe,  Robert  de  Buckyngham, 
Richard  de  Compton,  Gilbert  de  Lyndens,  clerks,  etc. 

79.  Confirmacio  cuiusdam  processus  submissionis  Vicarii  de  Bremesgraue 

super  jure  percipiendi  decimas  de  terris  olim  cultis. 

A dispute  had  arisen  between  Prior  Walter  and  the  Convent  of  Worcester 
and  Richard  de  Twe,  perpetual  Vicar  of  Bromsgrove,  over  the  right  to  tithes 
of  hay  and  pasture  on  lands  in  Bromsgrove  and  its  hamlets,  viz.,  Tymber- 
hungre,  Wodcote,  Comeley,  Catteshull,  Fockebury,  Vrandeley,  Chaddewych, 
Wylingwyke,  Schepeley,  Tottenhulle,  Byricote,  Wrante,  Padeston,  Burneford 
and  Whytford. 

On  September  9,  1379,  in  the  principal  Hall  of  the  Priory,  the  parties 
met  in  the  presence  of  a Notary  Public,  John,  called  Reynolds  de  Seggeberwe, 
the  Convent  being  represented  by  Prior  Walter,  John  Maluerne,  Precentor, 
William  Power,  Celerarius,  and  William  de  Onston,  monk.  On  this  occasion 
the  Vicar,  with  the  utmost  solemnity,  promised  submission  to  the  arbitration 
of  John  Blanchard,  Archdeacon  of  Worcester,  Robert  de  la  Moore,  Arch- 
deacon of  Llandaff,  John  Maluerne,  Precentor,  and  Thomas  Bench  de 
Wych,  on  penalty  of  payment  of  £0.0. 

On  May  15,  1380,  in  the  Chapel  of  St.  Nicholas  in  the  Priory  of 
Worcester,  Archdeacon  Robert  de  la  Moore,  John  de  Maluerne,  Thomas 
Bench,  John  de  Byndefere,  Sacrist,  proxy  {organum  vocis)  for  the  Archdeacon 
of  Worcester  (who  was  detained  in  Bondon,  but  had  seen  the  evidence  which 
had  been  transmitted  to  him  in  sealed  letters),  and  Robert  de  Rowley, 
Archdeacon’s  Official  and  Rector  of  Arrow,  investigated  the  case.  The 
decision  was  in  favour  of  the  Prior  and  Convent  as  to  ail  the  lands,  whether 
now  in  cultivation  or  not,  they  having  received  such  tithes  for  over  20  years. 
Confirmed  by  Bishop  Henry  (Wakefield). 

At  Hartlebury. 

August  17,  1380. 

80.  Recognicio  juris  nostri  in  advocacione  dicte  capelle  de  Grafton. 

John  de  Grafton,  Knight  and  Bord  of  Grafton,  declares  that  at  the  Court 

of  King  Edward  (B),  held  at  Cirencester  in  the  Octave  of  St.  Hilary  in  the 
loth  year  of  the  King’s  reign,  he  delivered  to  the  Prior  and  Convent  of 
Worcester  all  his  rights  in  the  Chapel  of  Grafton,  and  received  from  the 
Prior  and  Convent  the  sum  of  35  marks  for  the  same,  which  he  hereby 
acknowledges. 

Witnesses : Sir  William  de  Bracy  and  his  son  Robert,  Sir  William  le 
Poore,  Sir  Geoffrey  d’Abetot,  Thomas  de  Pyrie,  Symon  Aleyn,  Philip  de 
Stoke,  Walter  de  Hyde,  Roger  de  Stanwey,  etc. 


(1892.) 
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81.  Finis  in  curia  domini  Regis  leuata. 

The  hnal  agreement  made  in  the  King’s  Court  at  Cirencester,  Octave 
of  St.  Hilary,  loth  year  of  the  reign  of  King  Edward  (I.),  in  the  presence  of 
the  King,  Hugh,  son  of  Otto,  Seneschal,  Ralph  de  Hengham,  Nicholas  de 
Stapelton,  Walter  de  Wymburn,  Justiciars.  John  de  Grafton  admits  the 
advowson  of  Grafton  Chapel  to  belong  to  the  Prior  and  Convent  of  Wor- 
cester and  formally  remits  it  to  them.  The  Prior  gave  him  unum  superiorem 
forma}  (?). 

(1292.) 

82.  Scriptum  Abbatis  de  Bordesley  de  Mondena.^ 

The  Prior  and  Chapter  of  Worcester  representing  their  Church  of  Broins- 
grove,  and  the  Abbot  and  Chapter  of  Bordesley  (Cistercian)  representing  their 
Church  of  '^I'nrdebigge,  have  had  a dispute  leading  to  actions  before  Judges 
from  Rome,  and  in  the  Archbishop’s  Court,  over  the  tithes  on  Abbey  lands 
called  Mondena  in  Mydenhale,  lying  within  the  Manor  of  Tardebigge  to  the 
east  of  the  highway  dividing  the  Manor  of  Tardebigge  from  that  of 
Bromsgrove. 

The  action  is  amicably  settled  and  each  party  renounces  claim  for 
expenses,  the  Prior  and  Convent  renouncing  claim  to  the  tithe. 

Monday  after  St.  Thomas’  Day. 

1297. 


83.  Indentura  inter  Priorem  et  Rectorem  de  Upton  de  quibusdam  decimis 
in  Bromesgraue. 

The  Prior  and  Convent  of  Worcester,  as  Rectors  of  Bromsgrove,  and 
Walter,  Rector  of  Upton  Warren,  dispute  over  the  right  to  the  tithe  on  certain 
cultivated  lands,  messuages  and  curtilage  at  Little  Caleweherste  near  Sycheta. 
After  a personal  inspection  of  the  lands  in  question  it  is  agreed  that  the  Priory 
has  the  right  to  the  tithe  on  the  cultivated  land,  and  the  Rector  on  the 
messuages  and  curtilage.  Each  party  to  retain  a copy  of  this  agreement. 

At  Worcester.  Vigil  of  SS.  Peter  and  Paul. 

1287. 


84.  Confirmacio  W.  episcopi  ecclesie  de  Clyue.’ 

Bishop  W.  (Walter  Gray)  grants  to  the  Prior  and  Convent  of  Worcester 
the  Church  on  their  Manor  of  Cliue  (Cleeve  Prior)  for  the  maintenance  of 
their  hospitality  to  strangers  and  sick  folk,  saving  a Vicarage. 

Witnesses:  Richard  de  Tyrinton  ; William,  Chaplain  j Masters  Rumforde, 
Robert  de  Wynton,  Walter  de  Toney,  William  de  Rudrefeld,  Helya  Bernard, 
Geoffrey  de  Grymlack. 

At  Rudrefeld.'*’ 

4 Kal.  March,  1st  of  Episcopate  (1214*5). 


* Possibly  ut  in  superiori  forma,  referring  to  No.  8o  supra. 

^ Printed  in  Nash,  ii.,  463. 

® Printed  in  Nash,  i.,  228. 

^ Rotherfield  Grays,  Berks,  the  private  seat  c.f  Bishop  Walter  Gray. 
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85.  Confirmacio  domini  pape  ecclesie  de  Clyua.* 

Pope  Honorius  (III.)  confirms  the  gift  of  the  Church  of  Cleeve  to  the 
Prior  and  Convent  by  Bishop  Walter  Gray. 

At  Perugia. 

3 non.  August,  1st  of  Pontificate  (1216). 

86.  Confirmacio  Willimi  episcopi  ecclesie  de  Sodbury. 

Bishop  William  de  Bleys  assigns  the  Church  of  Sodbury  to  the  Sacrist’s 
Office  in  Worcester  Convent  for  support  of  the  fabric  of  the  Cathedral, 
securing  the  Vicarage  to  W.,  the  present  occupant.  The  Sacrist  shall  pay 
one  mark  yearly  for  pittances  on  the  day  of  the  Bishop’s  anniversary. 

Witnesses:  Geoffrey,  Canon  ; John,  Vicar  of  Hampton  Monialium. 

87.  Confirmacio  domini  W.  Archiepiscopi  Cantuariensis  super  appropria- 

cionibus  ecclesiarum  de  Clyua  et  de  Sodbury. 

Archbishop  Walter  (Reynolds)  has  inspected  the  instruments  of  the  Grants 
of  tlie  Churches  of  Cleeve  and  Sodbury  and  confirms  them. 

At  Leicester. 

5 Id.  April  1318. 

88.  Super  Carnarie  Wygornie  appropriacione. 

An  inspeximus  made  by  Prior  John  and  the  Convent  of  Worcester  of 
various  documents  relating  to  the  Charnel  House  of  Worcester: 

1.  An  agreement  between  Bishop  Walter  (Cantelupe),  represented  by 
Walter  de  Abyndon,  and  John,  Master  of  the  Carnary,  made  at  the  King’s 
Court  at  Westminster  in  49th  year  of  King  Henry  III.  before  the  King’s 
Justiciars — Gilbert  de  Preston,  Nicholas  de  Turvy,  Henry  de  Borham,  Wil- 
liam de  Boncrer — concerning  lands  at  Kempsey  (i  carucate),  Wick  (10  acres), 
Hartlebury  (i  virgate),  Powick  (10  acres),  Clyve  (2  virgates),  Hanbury  (|  a 
carucate),  Englesham  (10  acres).  John  acknowledges  the  Bishop’s  rights  to 
these  lands,  and  in  return  the  Bishop  assigns  to  him — for  the  maintenance 
of  three  Chaplains  to  serve  in  the  Charnel  House  Chapel  and  offer  masses  for 
the  souls  of  the  Bishop,  his  ancestors,  and  for  the  souls  of  those  whose  bodies 
rest  therein — 15  marks  from  rents  at  Radewyk,  to  be  paid  at  4 quarters 
annually  by  Robert  de  Gurney,  the  present  tenant,  and  his  successors  in  the 
tenancy. 

The  Prior  and  Chapter  confirm  this  instrument  on  the  understanding  that 
it  involves  no  burden  upon  them. 

At  Worcester.  Saturday,  Vigil  of  the  Epiphany. 

1265-6. 

2.  A Grant”  of  Bishop  Walter  (Cantelupe)  ordaining  the  Service  in  the 
Chapel  of  the  Charnel  House  built  by  his  predecessor.  Bishop  William  de 
Bloys,  and  situate  between  the  great  Church  and  the  Bishop’s  Hall  in  the 

* Printed  in  Nash,  i.,  228.  * This  document  is  printed  in  Thomas,  App.  43. 
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Palace,  beneath  which  is  a large  cr^'pt  containing  the  bones  of  many  of  the 
faithful  departed.  There  shall  be  four  Chaplains,  of  whom  one  shall  be 
styled  Master.  They  shall  sing  mass  daily  in  the  Chapel,  at  the  latest  before 
the  first  bell  strikes  in  the  City.  They  shall  go  to  the  schools  and,  having 
heard  lectures,  shall  say  three  masses  daily  for  the  dead.  They  shall  exercise 
themselves  in  the  schools,  live  and  sleep  together  in  one  house,  receiving  iis. 
each  p.  a.  from  the  Master,  together  with  suitable  food  and  drink.  The 
Master  shall  supply  lights,  books,  vestments,  etc.,  for  the  Chapel.  Women 
are  to  be  strictly  excluded,  lay  folk  discouraged,  and  the  Chaplains  are  not  to 
wander  about. 

At  Worcester.  Saturday  before  the  Feast  of  the  Purification. 

1265. 

3.  Bishop  Henry  (Wakefield),  acting  on  a licence  from  King  Richard  II. 
and  with  the  consent  of  the  Prior  and  Convent,  attaches  the  Charnel  House — 
the  Chapel  and  House  of  which  are  in  ruins  and  the  rents  reduced — to  the 
office  of  the  Sacrist  of  the  Convent,  who  is  to  maintain  the  fabric  and  supply 
one  Chaplain.  The  Chapel  is  dedicated  to  the  Blessed  Virgin,  St.  Thomas 
the  Martyr  and  All  Saints.  The  Bishop  reserves  the  right  of  visiting  the 
Charnel  House  with  his  chaplains  and  hearing  or  celebrating  mass  there. 

At  Hartlebury. 

Oct.  2,  1385. 

The  Prior  and  Convent  confirm  these  Ordinances.  Witnesses  : John  de 
Derleton,  Notary  Public ; James  Ree;  John  Maylard,  Chaplain. 

At  Worcester  Chapter  House. 

March  13,  1388. 

89.  Placitum  inter  dominum  Priorem  et  parochianos  de  Claynes  super 
cadavera  mortuorum  et  aliis. 

An  agreement  between  Prior  John  Maluerne  and  the  Convent  of  Worcester, 
Thomas  Baldyng,  Preceptor  of  St.  Wulstan’s  Hospital,  and  Elizabeth,  Prioress 
of  Wiston,  on  the  one  part,  and  the  parishioners  of  Claynes — represented  by 
Richard  Mulle,  John  Bole,  William  Otur,  Walter  Mildenham,  Robert  Porter, 
Walter  Wotton,  William  Monke  and  William  Moryce — on  the  other  part, 
over  the  rights  of  burial  of  the  parishioners  of  Claines. 

The  Convent  claims  that,  by  custom,  all  parishioners  of  Claines  who  have 
not  made  choice  of  the  place  of  burial  elsewhere  should  be  brought  for  burial 
to  the  Cathedral  or  its  Cemetery.  The  parishioners  acknowledge  the  custom, 
but  claim  privilege  of  burial,  together  with  burial  dues,  for  the  Chapel  of 
Claines  by  virtue  of  special  letters  from  Rome. 

It  was  finally  agreed  that  the  parishioners  should  have  full  rights  of  burial 
at  Claines  without  detriment  to  the  customary  rights  of  the  Prior  and  Convent, 
and  on  payment  of  an  annuity  of  6s.  8d.  to  the  Sacrist  on  the  Feast  of  the 
Nativity.  If  this  payment  should  fall  into  arrear,  the  agreement  shall  lapse. 

Given  under  seal  of  the  Prior  and  Convent,  St.  Wulstan’s  Hospital, 

E 
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Whiston  Nunnery,  the  Archdeacon  of  Worcester’s  Official  and  the  Deanery* 
of  Worcester  on  behalf  of  the  parishioners,  as  their  seal  is  not  known  to 
many.  Confirmed  by  Bishop  Thomas  (Peverell)  as  saving  the  rights  and  dues 
of  the  Cathedral. 

At  Worcester. 

January  3,  1408-9. 

90.  Compositio  inter  Archiepiscopum  et  Priorem  sede  vacante.^ 

A controversy  had  arisen  between  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  (Boniface 
of  Savoy)  and  the  Prior  and  Convent  of  Worcester  over  the  exercise  of 
jurisdiction®  in  the  Diocese  of  Worcester  during  a vacancy  of  the  See.  After 
much  discussion  of  the  question  in  England  it  was  laid  before  the  Court  of 
Rome,  where  the  following  arrangement  was  finally  agreed  to  : — 

The  Prior  shall  at  once  announce  the  occurrence  of  a vacancy  of  the  See  to 
the  Archbishop,  who  will  then  appoint  him  (or  the  Sub-Prior,  if  he  is  unable 
to  act)  as  his  Official  in  the  Diocese  during  the  vacancy.  He  will  undertake 
all  the  duties  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Bishop  which  can  be  carried  out 
without  the  actual  presence  of  a Bishop,  rendering  two-thirds  of  the  emolu- 
ments received,  except  such  procurations  as  are  paid  in  food  and  drink,  to  the 
Archbishop  and  retaining  one-third  for  himself  and  his  expenses.  The 
Archbishop  hereby  confirms  this  arrangement. 

At  Chenham.  Saturday  before  the  Feast  of  St.  Tames. 

1268. 


91.  Confirmacio  iurisdicionis  sede  vacante. 

Pope  Clement  IV.  at  the  request  of  the  Prior  and  Convent  of  Worcester 
confirms  the  Compositio  of  Archbishop  Boniface. 

At  Viterbo. 

92.  Confirmacio  Prioris  et  Capituli  Cantuariensis. 

The  Prior  and  Chapter  of  the  Cathedral  Church  of  Christ,  Canterbury, 
confirm  the  Compositio  of  Archbishop  Boniface,  reserving  the  rights  of  their 
Chapter  to  exercise  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Archbishop  in  the  event  of  the  Sees 
of  Canterbury  and  Worcester  being  vacant  together. 

October  1275. 


* For  the  use  of  the  Deanery  Seal.  Cf.  No.  40  supra. 

* Printed  in  Bloom’s  “ Original  Charters  of  the  City  of  Worcester,”  App.  ix.,  p.  177. 
W.  H.  S. 

^ The  definition  of  duties  is  worth  giving,  more  particularly  as  it  was  taken  over  by  the 
Pope  almost  verbatim  from  the  Prior’s  original  Libellus  or  statement  of  claim  ; Quoad 
cognitionem  causarum  ad  forum  episcopale  spectandum,  institutionem  et  destitutionem 
clericorum,  electionum,  examinationem  et  confirmationem  ac  infirmacionem  earum  digni- 
tatum et  beneficiorum  liberam  collationem  auctoritate  concilii  et  alias  rationabiliter 
faciendam,  custodiarum  emendarum  ac  proventuum  perceptionem  visitationem  correc- 
tionem, Synodi  convocationem  et  celebrationem,  vicinorum  episcoporum  invitacionem 
cum  canonico  cautele  studio,  censuram  ecclesiasticam  ac  omnem  penitus  ordinariam 
jurisdictionem  imperium  potestatem  episcopalem  qtie  sine  presentia  episcopali  poterunt 
exerceri. 
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93.  Commissio  Prioris  et  Capituli  Cantuariensis,  sede  vacante. 

Richard,  Prior  of  Christ  Church,  Canterbury,  with  his  Chapter,  informs 
the  Prior  of  Worcester  that,  on  the  death  of  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury 
(William  Whittlesey)  on  June  5 last,  all  the  spiritual  jurisdiction  belonging  to 
the  See  of  Canterbury  devolves  on  himself.  As  the  See  of  Worcester^  is  now 
vacant,  he  commits  his  powers  to  the  Prior  of  Worcester  in  accordance  with 
the  terms  of  the  Compositio  of  Archbishop  Boniface. 

At  Canterbury  Chapter  House. 

XI.  Kal.  July  1374. 

94.  Commissio  Archiepiscopi  Cantuariensis  ad  Priorem,  sede  vacante. 

Henry  (Chichele),  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  has  had  reported  to  him  by 
the  Prior  and  Chapter  of  Worcester  the  death  of  Bishop  Thomas  (Poitou)^  of 
Worcester  on  August  23  last  {viatn  huiusce  carnis  cum  precibus  sit  ingressus). 
The  care  of  souls  in  the  Diocese  of  Worcester  belongs  to  the  Archbishop  in 
right  of  his  metropolitan  jurisdiction.  He  appoints  the  Prior  (or  Sub-Prior,  if 
the  Prior  be  away  from  England)  as  his  Official  to  exercise  these  rights  and 
duties  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  Archbishop  Boniface’s  Compositio. 

At  Kansa  in  our  Manor  of  Slyndon.® 

October  2,  1433. 

95.  Carta  Regis  Edwardi  de  licencia  appropriacionis  ecclesie  de  Tybberton.^ 

King  Edward  (HI.),  in  consideration  of  a fine  of  from  the  Prior, 
grants  a licence  to  the  Prior  and  Convent  of  Worcester  to  appropriate  to  their 
own  uses  the  Church  of  Tibberton,  without  hindrance  from  Justiciars,  and 
notwithstanding  the  Statute  of  Mortmain. 

At  Westminster. 

Feb.  17,  8th  of  Reign  (1334). 

p.Jinem  decein  libr  . 

96.  Confirmacio  Walteri  episcopi  super  ecclesia  de  Tybbertoii.^ 

The  Prior  and  Chapter  of  Worcester  have  reported  to  the  Bishop  that  the 
office  of  Precentor  in  the  Cathedral  Church  is  insufficiently  endowed  for 
the  maintenance  of  its  burdens — such  as  the  writing  of  new  books  and  the 
correction  and  repair  of  the  old  ones,  the  support  of  clerks  for  this  Service,  and 
the  supply  of  a horse  and  man  for  the  business  of  the  Church.  In  fact  its 
emoluments  do  not  exceed  40^.  a year.  They  therefore  plead  for  leave  to 
appropriate  to  the  use  of  this  office  the  Church  of  Tibberton,  which  is  in  their 
gift.  Bishop  Walter  (Maidstone)  accedes  to  their  request  and  appropriates 
the  Church  to  the  Precentorship,  saving  a Vicarage  of  the  value  of  5 marks. 

‘ The  See  of  Worcester  was  vacant  by  the  death  of  Bishop  William  de  Lynne,  1573. 

^ Bishop  Polton  died  at  the  Council  of  Basle. 

^ Slyndon  in  Sussex.  Printed  in  Nash,  ii.,  426. 

‘ Printed  in  Nash,  ii.,  425. 
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The  Prior  and  Convent  shall  appoint  to  the  Vicarage  at  each  vacancy  a lit 
person  with  the  consent  of  the  Precentor. 

At  Fladbury. 

XIV.  Kal.  April  1314-5,  2nd  of  Consecration. 

97.  Ordinacio  Vicarie  de  Tybberton.* 

Bishop  Walter  (Maidstone)  has  held  an  enquiry  into  the  possessions  of 
the  Church  of  Tibberton  to  ascertain  whether  they  reach  the  value  of 
5 marks  p.  a.  A Commission  consisting  of  the  two  Rectors,  and  the  Vicar 
of  Aston  to  represent  the  parishes  of  Warndon  and  Bradley,  and  "I  homas  le 
Duk,  William  le  Grys  and  John  atte  Rugwey,  lay  folk,  find  that  the  dues, 
small  tithes  and  mortuaries  bring  in  49^.  3d  p.  a.,  half  a virgate  of  arable  and 
pasture  land  and  an  acre  of  meadow  33.«.  pd,  two  selions  of  land  I2(/.,  tithe 
of  a marsh  near  to  the  Prior’s  winnowing  place  iSd.  This  exceeds  the 
5 marks  required,  and  will  amply  suffice  for  the  Vicarage.  The  Vicar  will 
receive  the  Altar  dues,  the  lesser  tithes  and  the  lands  named,  apart  from  their 
tithe.  He  will  be  responsible  for  all  charges  except  the  repair  of  the  Chancel, 
which  will  fall  on  the  Precentor  for  the  time  being.  Each  party  is  to  keep  a 
copy  of  this  Order. 

At  Fladbury. 

18  Kal.  May  1315,  2nd  of  Consecration. 

98.  Processus  Abbatis  et  Conventus  de  Gloucestrie  de  arbitrio  tempore 

vacacionis. 

The  Prior  and  Convent  of  Worcester  and  the  Abbot  and  Convent  of 
Gloucester  have  engaged  in  disputes  over  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  visitation 
of  the  Abbey  by  the  Prior  of  Worcester  during  the  vacancy  of  the  See  under 
the  terms  of  the  Compositio  of  Archbishop  Boniface,  and  the  Prior  has 
censured  the  Abbot  and  certain  of  his  monks. 

As  a means  of  settling  the  dispute  they  agree  in  selecting  Adam  Muri- 
mouth,"  D.C.L.,  and  Andrew  de  Bruges  as  arbitrators  up  to  the  Feast  of 
St.  Peter  ad  Vincula,  who  shall  name  a day  for  pronouncing  their  judgment. 
On  condition  that,  as  the  first  article  of  the  execution  of  their  award,  the 
Abbot’s  proctor  should  ratify  and  publicly  confirm  the  arrangement  passed  by 
the  late  Archbishop,®  Robert  Winchelsea,  in  the  presence  of  Archbishop 
Walter  Reynolds  (then  Bishop  of  Worcester),  concerning  the  submission  of 
the  Abbot  and  Chapter  of  Gloucester  to  the  Prior  and  Convent  of 
Worcester. 

If  they  should  disagree  in  their  award,  they  may  take  John  de  Stratford^  as 

^ Printed  in  Nash,  ii.,  426. 

' Adam  Murimouth  (1275 — 1347),  Canon  of  St.  Paul's,  a distinguished  and  learned 
ecclesiastical  agent  and  historian,  author  of  Contuiuatio  Chronicorum,  a valuable  record 
of  the  relations  between  England  and  the  Papal  Court. 

* See  Willis  Bund,  Sede  Vacante  Register,  p.  125.  The  Archbishop  upheld  the  Prior’s 
right  to  visit. 

■*  John  de  Stratford,  an  eminent  Canonist,  afterwards  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  and 
Chancellor  of  England. 
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a third  Arbitrator,  and  the  decision  of  any  two  of  them  shall  be  final.  A 
penalty  of  jQioo  is  to  be  imposed  on  either  party  breaking  the  pact. 

At  Gloucester. 

15  Eal.  August  1314. 

99.  Processus  Abbatis  et  Conventus  de  Cirencestre  de  arbitrio  tempore 
vacacionis. 

Prior  John^  and  the  Convent  of  Worcester  and  Abbot  William  and  the 
Convent  of  St.  Mary,  Cirencester  (Cistercian),  finally  agree  over  the  disputed 
matter  of  the  visitation  of  Cirencester  Abbey  by  the  Prior  during  the  vacancy 
of  the  See  on  the  following  terms : — 

One  visit  only  to  be  paid,  and  that  on  a day  properly  announced  by  letter 
and  agreed  upon.  The  Prior,  or  Sub- Prior,  shall  be  admitted  to  the  Chapter 
House,  accompanied  by  one  monk  and  one  secular  clerk  only.  He  may 
expound  the  word  of  God  if  he  so  wishes.  In  his  enquiries  he  shall  exact  no 
oath,  and  confine  his  questions  to  two  points  only,  being  points  of  fact,  viz. : 

(1)  whether  the  Mass  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  lias  been  daily  celebrated; 

(2)  whether  the  Chapter  has  been  daily  held  for  correction  and  observance  of  the 
rule.  If  he  prefers,  he  may  appoint  one  of  his  monks  as  Commissary.  The 
visitor  shall  issue  any  correction  he  may  think  necessary  by  word  of  mouth, 
and  on  the  day  of  visitation,  and  he  shall  receive  4 marks  and  no  more  for 
procuration  and  expenses.  The  Abbot  shall  have  full  power  to  resist  and 
withold  payment  on  any  breach  of  these  conditions.  A copy  of  the  agreement 
signed  by  each  of  the  two  parties  to  remain  in  the  custody  of  the  other. 

At  Worcester  Chapter  House. 

Dec,  2. 

At  Cirencester  Chapter  House. 

3 Eal.  Dec.  1349. 

Confirmed  by  John  (Thoresby),  Bishop  of  Worcester,  at  London,  March  i, 
1349  (-50),  1st  of  Translation ; and  by  Simon  (Islip),  Archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury, at  Manfeld,  13  Kal.  Aug.  (1350),“  ist  of  Consecration. 


100.  Carta  Edwardi  regis  super  oblacionibus  Saneti  Wulstani  sede 
vacante,* 

Hitherto  the  offerings  at  the  shrine  and  tomb  of  St.  Wulstan  have  gone, 
either  wholly  or  in  part,  to  the  King  during  a vacancy  of  the  See.  Out  of  the 


' Cf.  Willis  Bund,  Reg.  Sede  Vac.,  pp.  253-5,  P-  399>  from  which  it  appears  that 
at  a visitation  in  1418 — 19  the  Prior  and  his  clerks,  after  visiting  Cirencester  Abbey, 
“dined  at  an  inn  and  received  4 marks.”  At  Gloucester,  on  the  other  hand,  they  “dined 
with  the  Abbot,  visited  the  Abbey  after  dinner,  and  spent  the  night  with  the  Abbot." 

^ MS.  " anno  Domini  supradicto"  i.e.,  1349,  but  manifestly  incorrect.  Archbishop 
Islip  was  not  consecrated  till  Dec.  20,  1349. 

^ On  the  death  of  Bishop  Godfrey  Giffard,  cf.  Willis  Bund,  Reg.  Sed.  Vac.,  pp.  3,  ii. 
Edward  I.’s  genuine  devotion  to  St.  Wulstan  probably  dates  from  the  support  he  found 
at  Worcester  immediately  before  the  battle  of  Evesham. 
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devotion  he  bears  to  the  Saint,  King  Edward  (I.)  by  this  deed  surrenders  such 
oblations  to  the  possession  of  the  Prior  and  Convent  during  the  vacancy. 

At  Dynesle.^ 

April  9,  30th  of  Reign  (1302). 

101.  De  exploratore  Composicio  facta  inter  episcopum  et  Priorem  et  Con- 

ventum habendo  in  Prioratu  ipso  vacante.^ 

Bishop  Godfrey  (Gifl'ard)  records  an  agreement  made  to  terminate  the 
disputes  arising  between  his  predecessor,  Bishop  William,®  and  the  Prior  and 
Convent  of  Worcester  over  the  custody  of  the  Priory  during  a vacancy  of  the 
Priora  te. 

On  a vacancy  the  Bishop  shall  appoint  fit  persons  to  all  Churches  belonging 
to  the  Priory  which  may  fall  vacant  during  the  interval,  and  in  like  manner 
deal  with  all  guardianships,  escheats*  and  marriages  of  free  tenants.  The 
whole  possession  of  such,  apart  from  such  presentation,  shall  remain  with  the 
Convent,  nor  shall  there  be  any  prejudice  to  its  right  to  present  at  other  times. 

This  arrangement  shall  cause  no  delay  in  the  appointment  of  the  new 
Prior.  As  soon  as  a vacancy  occurs  the  Convent  shall  announce  to  the  Bishop 
(wherever  he  may  be  in  England)  the  names  of  seven  nominated  monks  by  one 
of  their  number  {aliquis  de  gremio  suo),  appointed  for  the  purpose.  In  case  the 
Bishop  should  be  out  of  England  at  the  time  of  a vacancy,  he  shall  appoint 
some  one  to  act  for  him  in  the  matter  that  the  Church  may  not  be  left  without 
a head.  If  he  neglects  to  do  this  he  shall  forfeit  the  presentations  alluded  to 
above,  which  shall  then  remain  with  the  Convent.  In  consenting  to  this,  the 
Bishop  maintains  his  right  to  have  one  foot-servant  kept  at  the  Priory  at  the 
expense  of  the  Convent  during  the  vacancy  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  him 
informed. 

Witnesses:  Henry,  Abbot  of  Cirencester  ; Sir  Walter  de  Langel’ ; Geoffrey 
de  Ryndweya,  Bishop's  Chancellor  and  Chaplain  ; Nicholas  de  Wodeford, 
Bishop’s  Steward;  Jordan  de  Aldeswell,  Rector  of  Withyndon;  Walter  de 
Berton,  Steward  of  the  Bishop’s  household  ; Geoffrey  de  Cuthburl,  Walter 
de  Bathon’,  Thomas  Passelew,  and  others. 

Prid.  Non.  December  1274. 

102.  Inquisicio  si  quid  temporalis  Prioratus  Wygorniensis  teneatur  de  rege 

in  capite  coram  escato. 

On  the  appointment  of  Wulstan,^  late  Prior  of  Worcester,  to  the 
Bishopric,  the  Priory  is  claimed  for  the  King  for  this  time,  as  being  in  the 
patronage  of  the  Bishop  and  as  holding  some  of  its  temporalities  of  the  King 
in  capite.  Accordingly  William  Trusselle,  the  King’s  Escheator  this  side 

' Dynesley,  Herts.  Printed  in  Thomas,  App.  48. 

^ Bishop  William  de  Blois.  The  agreement  was  made  in  1224,  see  No.  142  infra. 

■*  Escheats.  Goods  falling  to  the  lord  through  fines  or  forfeiture  from  the  tenant. 

• Wulstan  Bransford  did  not  succeed  to  the  Bishopric  at  this  time.  He  was  elected 
Bishop  by  the  monks  in  1327,  but  was  passed  over  by  the  Pope.  He  was  again  elected 
successfully  in  1339. 
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Trent,  by  this  deed  orders  Robert  de  Hanbury,  his  Sub-escheator  in  the 
counties  of  Hereford  and  Worcester,  to  take  possession  of  the  Priory  in  the 
King’s  name,  and  to  ascertain  on  the  oaths  of  reputable  persons  in  his  district 
all  particulars  about  any  of  its  property  held  in  capite  from  the  King  and  to 
report  accordingly. 

At  London. 

Sept.  13, 1st  of  Edward  III.  (1327). 

This  enquiry  was  made  at  Worcester  on  Sept.  22  of  the  same  year.  On 
the  oaths  of  John  le  Pouer,  Walter  de  Kekynswyk,  John  de  Godeley,  Giles  de 
Pyrton,  Walter  de  Perdeswell,  William  de  Abyndon,  William  de  Otherton, 
Richard  le  Porter  de  Mildenham,  Henry  de  Pechesley,  William  de  la  Grene, 
Robert  de  Mildenham,  William  de  Martley,  it  was  then  declared  that  the 
Convent  holds  all  its  possessions^  in  pure  and  perpetual  alms. 

103.  Composicio  inter  Episcopum  Priorem  et  Capitulum  de  uno  fossato  in 

chacea  de  Maluerne.- 

A dispute  arises  between  Bishop  Godfrey  (Giffard)  and  Gilbert  Clare, ^ 
Earl  of  Gloucester  and  Hertford,  and  Joan  his  wife  over  a ditch  made  by  the 
Earl  and  Countess  on  the  top  of  Malvern  Hills  on  lands  belonging  to  the 
Bishop.  It  is  finally  settled,  principally  by  the  intervention  of  Robert  Burnell,^ 
Bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells.  The  Bishop  grants  to  the  Earl  and  Countess  the 
ditch  and  all  lands  belonging  to  him  within  it  lying  towards  the  county  of 
Hereford,  on  condition  that  they  supply  him  and  his  successors  yearly  with 
2 fat  deer  and  2 does,  bono  tempore  pinguetatis,  from  Malvern  Chace  on  the 
Vigil  of  the  Assumption  and  the  Vigil  of  the  Nativity.  They  are  to  Le 
delivered  at  his  manor  of  Kempsey,  and  if  late,  2 extra  deer  and  does,  and  in 
default  power  of  distraint  is  allowed. 

In  a vacancy  of  the  See  (^quotiens  sedes  episcopalis  pastore  fuerit  destituta), 
the  Prior  and  Convent  can  have  the  deer  if  they  will  apply  for  them  from  the 
Constable  at  the  gate  of  Hanley  Castle. 

At  Tewkesbury.  Saturday  before  the  Feast  of  St.  Dunstan. 

19th  of  Edward  I.  (1291). 

104.  Carta  regis  Eicardi  de  Ucencia  appropriacionis  ecclesiarum  de  Stcke 

et  Himulton.® 

King  Richard  11.,  out  of  his  special  favour  and  in  consideration  of  f6o 
given  him  by  the  Prior  and  Convent  of  Worcester,  grants  them  licence  to 
appropriate  to  their  own  uses  the  Churches  of  Stoke  Prior  and  Himbleton, 
without  hindrance  from  Justiciars,  etc.,  and  notwithstanding  the  Statute  of 
Mortmain. 

At  Westminster. 

Nov.  20,  13th  of  Reign  (1389). 

* See  No.  155  infra.  * Cf.  Willis  Bund,  Reg.  Giffard,  p.  361. 

^ Gilbert  de  Clare  (1243 — 1295),  the  most  powerful  noble  of  his  day,  married  (1290) 
the  Princess  Joan,  daughter  of  Edward  I. 

■*  Robert  Burnell,  Edward  I.’s  most  trusted  minister.  * Printed  in  Nash,  ii.,  385. 
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105.  Appropriacio  eccleiie  de  Stoke.* 

The  Camerarius  of  the  Priory  has  pleaded  that  he  has  to  provide  the  neces- 
sary garments,  shoes  and  clothing  for  all  the  monks,  that  it  is  impossible  to 
do  so  out  of  his  scanty  resources,  and  that  his  Office  is  not  far  off  ruin  and 
dependent  u])on  charity.  He  has  therefore  petitioned  the  Bishop  for  the 
appro|)riation  of  the  Church  of  Stoke  to  its  support. 

King  Richard  IL,  the  founder  and  patron  of  our  Church  of  Worcester,  has 
also  granted  a Charter  exempting  such  appropriation  from  the  penalties  of 
Mortmain. 

The  Bishop  (Henry  Wakefield)  accordingly  turns  the  eyes  of  his  fatherly 
regard  {oculos  paterne  pietatis  dirigentes)  upon  the  needs  of  the  Camerarius, 
and  after  due  enquiry  held,  consents  to  the  appropriation,  saving  a Vicarage, 
and,  with  consent  of  the  Prior  and  Convent,  an  annual  payment  at  Michael- 
mas of  6.9.  8d.  to  the  Bishop. 

At  Hartlebury. 

Dec.  1, 1389, 15th  of  Consecration . 

106.  Carta  appropriacionis  ecclesie  de  Stoke. 

Prior  John  and  the  Convent  of  Worcester  have  inspected  and  quote  in  full 
the  Deed  of  Appropriation  of  the  Church  of  Stoke  to  the  Camerarius,  granted 
by  Bishop  Wakefield,  and  formally  confirm  it. 

At  Worcester  Chapter  House. 

Dec.  8,  1389. 

107.  Conflrmacio  Bonifacii  {pape)  ecclesie  de  Stoke. 

Pope  Boniface  (IX.)  confirms  the  appropriation  of  the  Church  of  Stoke, 
notwithstanding  any  contrary  enactments  of  Pope  Clement  V.^  and  others — 
noting  that  the  revenues  of  the  Monastery  do  not  exceed  1700  marks  p.  a.  for 
30  monks. 

At  St.  Peter’s,  Rome. 

13  Kal.  April,  6th  of  Pontificate,  1395. 

108.  Ordinacio  Vicarie  de  Stoke.’ 

Bishop  Henry  (Wakefield),  having  appropriated  the  Church  of  Stoke  to 
the  Camerarius,  ordains  a Vicarage.  The  Vicar  shall  have  for  his  residence 
the  house  of  the  Rector  with  garden  attached  and  the  herbage  of  the  Church- 
yard, together  with  one  meadow  adjacent,  and  one  virgate  of  glebe,  with  tithe 
of  hay  from  Astoneende  and  Stokeende,  and  all  other  lesser  tithes.  Also 
oblations  in  Church  on  the  four  principal  Festivals,  oblations  at  Churchings, 
burials,  anniversaries  of  the  dead,  and  at  the  blessing  of  ashes,  obventions  in 
wax,  confessional  pence,  trentals^  left  to  him,  customary  mortuaries  and  the 
oblations  made  in  the  Chapel  of  St.  Godwald."  He  shall  not  receive  or 

* Printed  in  Nash,  ii.,  383.  ^ 130S  — 14.  ’ Printed  in  Nash,  ii.,  384. 

Trigintalia.  Masses  for  30  days  in  commemoration  of  the  departed. 

’ St.  Godwald’s  Chapel  at  Finstall. 
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meddle  with  the  tithe  of  the  Prior’s  Manor  of  Stoke.  He  shall  be  responsible 
for  the  performance  of  divine  service  and  the  cure  of  souls,  shall  pay  the 
Archdeacon’s  procurations  and  the  Synodal  pennies,  and  shall  maintain  a 
deacon  for  his  assistance. 

The  Camerarius  shall  be  responsible  for  the  repair  of  the  Chancel  and  for 
the  payment  of  the  King’s  tenths. 

At  Hartlebury. 

Jan.  7,  16th  of  Consecration. 

At  Worcester  Chapter  House. 

April  2,  1390. 

109.  Statutum  Parliamenti  de  ecclesia  de  Stoke.* 

Bishop  Richard  (Clifford)  has  inspected  a law  passed  in  Parliament  at 
Westminster,  in  the  4th  year  of  the  reign  of  King  Henry  IV.,  providing  that 
distribution  of  money  shall  be  made  to  the  poor  of  every  appropriated  parish 
annually  under  pain  of  penalty.  In  order  to  avoid  the  penalty  he  orders,  by 
agreement  with  the  Prior  and  Convent,  that  6s.  8d.  shall  be  distributed  to  the 
parishioners  of  Stoke  every  Christmas  at  some  public  and  honourable  spot  in 
the  parish. 

At  Worcester  Palace. 

April  3,  1403,  2iid  cf  Translation. 

110.  Carta  de  redditu  in  Lockesleya  pertinente  Camerario  Wygorniensi. 

The  Lord  W.  Bagod,  John  Curly,  Lord  of  Lockesley,  and  others,  both 

freemen  and  serfs  of  the  same  vill,  with  others  from  the  Deanery  of  Warwick 
whose  names  were  on  the  old  roll  of  the  Camerarius,  were  summoned  to  the 
Chapter  House,  Warwick,  before  Richard  de  London,  Official  of  the  Arch- 
deacon of  Worcester,  over  the  annual  payment  of  20^.  in  pure  alms  due  at  the 
Feast  of  the  Purification.  The  payment  was  in  arrears,  and  some  had  been 
suspended  from  admission  to  Church  owing  to  their  contumacy  in  the  matter. 
They  acknowledge  to  the  Official  their  liability  for  185.,  and  promise  on 
their  bodily  oath  payment  for  the  future.  The  Camerarius  still  holding  out 
for  20  shillings. 

At  Warwick. 

1258. 

111.  Bulla  appropriacionis  ecclesie  de  Humulton. 

Pope  Boniface  (IX.)  grants  licence  to  the  Prior  and  Convent  to  appropriate 
to  the  uses  of  the  Hostilarius  the  Church  of  Humulton  (Himbleton),  noting 
that  its  revenues  do  not  exceed  18  marks,  while  the  revenues  of  the  Hostilarius 
do  not  exceed  10  marks  p.  a. 

At  St.  Peter’s,  Rome. 

7 Kal.  August,  6th  of  Pontificate  (1395). 

112.  Ordinacio  Vicarie  de  Humulton. 

Bishop  Richard  (Clifford)  appropriates  the  Church  of  Himbleton  to  the 
Prior  and  Convent,  ordaining  a Vicarage.  The  Vicar  shall  have  for  his 

* Printed  in  Nash,  ii.,  387. 

F 
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residence  a Hall  and  Chamber,  together  with  one  house  for  his  kitchen 
and  another  for  his  granary.  Also  the  Garden  below  the  Rectory,  i6  acres 
of  arable  land,  and  lo  marks,  to  be  paid  in  the  Cathedral  quarterly,  beginning 
at  Michaelmas.^  This  will  suffice  for  him,  and  for  this  he  will  undertake  the 
cure  of  souls,  perform  divine  service  and  administer  the  Sacraments.  The 
Prior  and  Chapter  will  bear  all  other  burdens,  including  procurations,  and 
receive  all  oblations  and  other  revenue  at  the  hands  of  the  Vicar.  If  they  are 
late  in  paying  him  the  lo  marks  they  shall  be  liable  for  double,  and  he  may 
stop  it  out  of  the  oblations.  They  shall  also  pay  yearly  in  the  Church  at 
Christmas  a gift  of  ^s.  4d.  to  the  poor.^ 

At  Worcester  Palace. 

April  13,  1403,  2nd  of  Translation. 

113.  Carta  Willimi  de  Bleys  de  ecclesia  Sancte  Helene  cum  capella  de 

Claynes,  Wyke  et  Wychynford. 

A dispute  having  arisen  between  Bishop  William  de  Blois  and  Prior  W. 
and  the  Convent  of  Worcester  over  the  revenues  of  the  Chapel  of  St.  Helen, 
Worcester,  the  Bishop  entrusted  the  matter  to  his  commissaries — W.  de 
Tynton,  Rector  of  Kempsey,  and  Master  Nicholas  de  Gremeley — who  order 
as  follows ; — 

All  the  revenue  belonging  to  St.  Helen’s  on  the  E.  side  of  the  Severn 
belongs  to  the  Bishop  for  his  own  purposes,  saving  the  Vicarage  of  St.  Helen’s 
and  of  the  Chapel  of  Claines,  according  to  his  ordinances  concerning  the 
same.  All  revenue  from  W.  side  of  the  Severn  belongs  to  the  Prior  and 
Convent  for  the  purposes  of  hospitality,  saving  the  Vicarages  of  Wyke  and 
Wichenford,  according  to  the  episcopal  ordinances  concerning  the  Priests 
whom  they  have  to  appoint  there,  saving  also  their  customary  rights  in 
St.  Helen’s  and  the  Chapels. 

114.  Super  translacione  ecclesie  de  Wyke  ad  capellam  Sancti  Johannis.^ 

Bishop  William  (de  Lynne),  on  the  visitation  of  his  Diocese,  finds  that  the 
Church  of  Wyke,  belonging  to  the  Prior  and  Convent,  is  deserted,  badly 
situated  and  very  scantily  attended,  while  there  is  in  the  same  parish  of 
Bedwardyne  a Chapel  of  St.  John,  much  better  attended,  in  the  centre  of  the 
population,  with  a house  belonging  to  it,  and  the  Chapel  itself  a much  finer 
building.  The  Bishop,  being  requested  to  make  choice  between  the  two 
buildings,  consults  the  Prior  and  Convent  and  decides  to  constitute  the  Chapel 
a Church  for  Baptism  and  to  transfer  to  it  all  the  parish,  parishioners  and 
parish  rights  of  the  Church  of  Wyke,  which  is  to  be  entirely  demolished 
and  not  left  a disgraceful  ruin.  The  Vicar  is  to  be  presented  by  the  Prior  and 


* The  terms  are  different  from  the  ordinary  appropriation  arrangements,  there  being 
neither  tithes  nor  oblations  receivable  by  the  Vicar. 

^ Cf.  log  supra. 

* Printed  in  Nash,  ii.,  313. 
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Convent,  and  instituted  by  the  Bishop  as  Vicar  of  St.  John  of  Wyke,  and  the 
endowments  of  the  Vicar  of  Wyke  are  to  be  transferred  to  him. 

At  Worcester  Chapter  House. 

Feb.  17,  1371-2. 

Confirmed  by  Prior  and  Convent  on  the  same  date. 

115.  Transactio  inter  Priorem  et  Conventum  Wygorniensem  et  Mathium 

Vicarium  Sancti  Johannis. 

A dispute  between  the  Prior  and  Convent  and  (i)  Mathew,  Vicar  of 
St.  John’s,  and  (2)  Richard  de  Wondlesford  and  Geoffrey  Ambrois,  millers, 
was  brought  before  the  Dean  of  Hampton,  Commissary,  alternately  with  the 
Priors  of  Great  Malvern  and  Astley,  the  Archdeacon  of  Worcester  being 
lawfully  excused. 

] . The  complaint  against  Mathew  was  that,  not  content  with  the  posses- 
sions of  his  Vicarage,  he  occupied  lands  belonging  to  the  Prior  and  Convent. 
It  was  agreed  that  over  and  above  the  Vicarage  assigned  by  Bishop  William 
de  Blois,  the  Priory  had  rights  in  the  land  where  the  barns  and  stable  of 
Michael  de  Buckington,  late  Rector  of  St.  Helen’s,  had  once  stood,  and 
Mathew  was  allowed  to  hold  them  on  payment  of  is.  yearly  at  Michaelmas 
and  Lady  Day. 

2.  The  complaint  against  the  Millers  was  that  they  withheld  the  payment 
of  tithe  upon  their  mills  due  to  the  Convent.  They  agreed  to  payment.  Each 
of  the  parties  and  the  J udges  affixed  their  seals  to  this  agreement. 

116.  Instrumentum  Vicarie  Sancti  Johannis,* 

A detailed  account  by  John  de  Dunclent,  Notary  Public,  of  the  transaction 
by  which  an  agreement  was  reached  between  Prior  Walter  and  Convent  and 
John,  Vicar  of  Wyke,  over  the  emoluments  of  his  cure  : — 

The  parties  met  on  April  21,  1371,  in  a garden  of  the  Priory,  where  John 
made  his  complaint  that  his  stipend  was  too  small,  and  asked  for  an  increase. 
After  a good  deal  of  discussion,  the  Prior  produced  a Schedule  of  the  various 
properties  of  the  Church  with  their  annual  incomings,  the  total  of  which  he 
estimated  brought  in  an  annual  amount  of  20  marks.  And  in  case  the  Vicar 
should  think  that  they  would  not  produce  this  amount,  he  offered,  on  the  part 
of  the  monastery,  to  pay  him  that  sum  annually  as  stipend.  Thereupon  the 
Vicar  retired  with  some  of  his  friends  and  held  a short  consultation  with  them 
on  the  offer,  and  returning  after  an  interval  replied  that  he  elected  to  take  the 
properties,  and  on  that  understanding  promised  that  he  would  never  make  any 
further  complaint,  or  in  any  way  pester  the  Prior  on  the  subject,  but  would 
contentedly  devote  himself  to  his  sacred  duties.  The  Notary  observed  the 
whole  transaction,  noting  that  the  choice  was  made  freely  and  without  com- 
pulsion or  trickery,  and  himself  received  the  Vicar’s  bodily  oath  on  the  book  of 
the  Holy  Gospels. 


* Printed  in  Nash,  ii.,  314. 
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Now  the  schedule  of  the  Prior  noted  that  the  Vicar’s  statement  as  to  his 
income  was  ex  parte  and  liable  to  suspicion  on  many  counts.  Thus — the 
amount  receivable  in  tithes  from  so  large  and  populous  a parish  was  greatly 
under-estimated.  I'he  oblations  he  put  at  los.,  but  there  were  3 or  4 days 
in  the  year  at  least  on  which  he  received  such,  and  those  who  know  what  a 
single  day  would  produce  could  reckon  to  what  a large  sum  that  would  come. 
There  were  other  sources  which  the  Vicar  did  not  bring  into  his  account  at 
all,  e.g..  Confessional  money  called  Scryft  silver,^  the  oblations  at  the  Adora- 
tion of  the  Holy  Cross  at  Easter,  which  are  given  in  bread,  eggs,  etc.,  as  well 
as  in  money,  and  the  eggs  at  Easter  which  are  of  considerable  value  for  per- 
sonal support.  Then  he  never  mentions  the  tithes  from  dealers,  merchants, 
agents,  labourers,  craftsmen,  hucksters,  fisher-folk  of  his  parish  (decimas  de 
vegotiatorihus,  mercatoribus,  stipendiariis  sue  parochie,  vecnon  de  artificibus, 
pandoxatribus,  transitralibus),  and  from  those  admitted  to  the  Holy  Eucharist 
at  Easter.  He  puts  down  the  tithe  from  Tenple  Lawarn  at  as.,  when  it  is 
worth  much  more.  He  said  that  he  paid  mark  yearly  to  the  Rector  of 
St.  Helen’s  as  visitor.  That  can  only  be  when  the  Rector  visits  in  place  of 
the  Archdeacon.  He  said  that  he  had  to  pay  as.  6d.  yearly  to  the  Sacrist 
of  the  Cathedral,  and  that  this  was  a burden.  As  a matter  of  fact  it  is  a great 
advantage,  for  on  that  Sunday  his  parishioners  come  to  the  Cathedral  with 
their  banners  to  make  their  offerings  at  one  of  the  Altars,  and  the  Vicar  gets 
those  offerings  instead  of  the  Sacrist,  to  whom  he  pays  this  as.  6d.  as  a very 
inadecjuate  compensation.  He  further  complained  that  he  had  to  find  a 
chaplain  to  celebrate  at  Wyke  three  days  a week,  and  another  to  celebrate 
continually  at  St.  John’s.  But  that  is  his  own  duty.  He  is  bound  to  be  in 
residence  and  to  perform  this  Office  himself,  so  that  he  only  has  to  find  half 
the  stipend  of  one  chaplain  yearly.  Then  as  to  candles  which  he  complained 
of  having  to  supply — the  oblations  in  wax  and  candles  at  the  Purification 
and  at  Churchings  greatly  exceed  in  number  any  that  he  has  to  find,  so  that 
can  be  no  burden.  Again,  there  is  at  St.  John’s  an  image  of  St.  Cuthbert,  to 
which  there  is  a great  resort,  and  oblations  made  to  the  amount,  by  common 
estimate,  of  1005.  p.  a.,  and  he  never  mentions  that. 

Therefore,  all  things  considered,  the  properties  will  produce  20  marks  a 
year  at  a low  estimate.  If  he  is  not  contented,  the  Prior  and  Convent  are 
quite  willing  to  receive  the  emoluments  themselves  and  to  pay  him  a yearly 
stipend  of  20  marks,  but  he  can  no  longer  have  any  right  to  complain  of  the 
inadequacy  of  his  payment. 

Witnesses  : Thomas  de  Lexham,  Doctor  of  Decrees,  Bishop’s  Official ; 
John  de  Be.lwardyne,  Archdeacon  of  Hereford;  Robert  de  la  Moore  and 
Thomas  de  Bench,  B.C.L. ; Roger  de  Stanford,  Rector  of  Hanbury  by  Wych. 

At  Worcester. 

April  21,  1371,  9th  Indiction,  Pontif.  of  Gregory  IX. 

Thomas  de  Dunclent  witnessed  the  statement,  promise,  offer,  choice  and 

* Also  called  Christ  silver,  money  received  on  Shrove  Tuesday. 
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oath,  and  saw  and  heard  the  whole  transaction,  and  with  his  own  hand  finally 
transcribed  the  account  of  the  whole  proceeding. 

117.  Carta  regis  de  approprianda.* 

King  Edward  L,  from  the  devotion  he  bears  to  the  glorious  Bishop  and 
Confessor,  St.  Wulstan,  grants  licence  to  the  Prior  and  Convent  to  appropriate 
their  Church  of  Lyndrugge  (Lindridge),  Hereford  Diocese,  to  their  own  uses, 
for  the  purpose  of  adding  three  monks  to  their  community  and  finding  three 
candles  to  burn  continually  before  the  Saint’s  Shrine.  No  hindrance  from 
Justiciars,  etc. 

At  Carlisle.® 

June  1,  35th  of  Reign  (1307). 

per  breve  de  privato  sigillo. 

118.  Lyndrugge.  Confirmacio.  Innocencius. 

Pope  Innocent  (VI.)  confirms  the  appropriation  of  Lindridge. 

At  St.  Peter’s,  Rome. 

13  Kal.  Febr.,  8th  of  Pontificate  (1360-1). 

119.  Confirmacio  Capituli  Herefordensis  dupplex.* 

The  Chapter  of  the  Church  of  St.  Ethelbert,  Hereford,  have  inspected  the 
letter  of  Bishop  Richard®  (Swinfield)  of  Hereford,  dated  Whitbourne,  8 Kal. 
July  1307,  by  which  he  appropriates  the  Church  of  Lindridge  to  the  Prior  and 
Convent  of  Worcester,  and  hereby  confirm  it. 

The  Bishop  grants  the  appropriation  for  the  purposes  named  in  the  King’s 
Charter,  and  because  the  Church  of  Worcester,  in  these  days  particularly,  is 
burdened  with  unavoidable  charges  for  hospitality  and  good  works.  The 
appropriation  to  take  place  at  the  cession  or  decease  of  John  de  Bitterleye, 
present  Rector,  and  a Vicarage  of  the  annual  value  of  20  marks  to  be  formed. 
At  Hereford  Chapter  House. 

Prid.  Kal.  Febr.  1307-8. 

120.  Confirmacio  domini  Archiepiscopi  Cantuariensis  super  appropriacione 

ecclesie  de  Lyndrugge.* 

Archbishop  Walter  (Reynolds)  has  inspected  the  Deed  of  Appropriation 
of  the  Church  of  Lindridge  by  Bishop  Swinfield.'* 

121.  Ordinacio  Vicarie  Ecclesie  de  Lyndrugge.® 

Bishop  Richard  (Swinfield)  ordains  a Vicarage  for  Lindridge.  The  Vicar 
is  to  have  the  Court  House  {curia)  with  pigeon  cote  formerly  held  by  the 

* Printed  in  Nash,  ii.,  loO. 

' On  the  King’s  last  campaign,  the  month  before  his  death. 

® Bishop  Swinfield  and  his  Chapter  resisted  this  appropriation  for  some  time,  but 
finally  gave  way.  See  Capes’  ‘‘  Reg.  R.  Swinfield,”  p.  421. 

* No  date.  Between  1313 — 27,  the  limits  of  Reynolds’  Archiepiscopate. 

® Printed  in  Nash,  ii.,  loi. 
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Rector.  Knighton  Chapel,  de  Lilo^  for  which  he  must  supply  a chaplain, 
245.;  Pensax  Chapel,  de  I'lbo,  for  which  he  must  supply  a chaplain,  85.5 
Oblations  at  Lindridge  24s. ; Tithe  of  hay  at  Knighton  and  Lindridge  25.  4^.  ; 
Mortuaries  205. ; Tithe  of  birds  and  small  pigs  105. ; Tithe  of  hay  at  Pensax 
(excepting  2s.  for  hay  on  Rowegrove  meadow  to  the  Rectors)  35.  4<f. ; Tithe 
of  flax  I mark  ; Tithe  of  wool  and  lambs  lo^. ; Charity  Pence  45.  4d. ; a heath 
annexed  to  his  own  land  2 marks ; Fullers  mill,  pasture  and  island  ^ mark  ■, 
Grove  with  the  oaks  at  the  court  house,  the  manorial  lands  (Tithe  excepted), 
with  Blackmedwe,  Oldenhall,  Cromdal  and  two  other  meadows  in  the  Ree 
and  la  Wil,  which  are  to  be  kept  fenced,  Herbage  of  the  graveyards.  Tithe  of 
curtilage,  62^.  4c?.  Two  marks  to  be  paid  by  the  monks  in  the  Church 
annually  on  St.  John  Baptist’s  Day.  The  Vicar  is  to  find  lights  and  proper 
service  for  the  Church  and  the  two  Chapels,  and  is  to  pay  the  Archdeacon’s 
procurations  and  hay  money  and  other  extraordinary  charges  out  of  the 
stipend  of  20  marks.  The  Rectors  are  to  provide  for  the  Bishop  on  his 
visitations  and  be  responsible  for  the  repair  of  the  Chancels,  for  the  service 
books,  and  also  to  supply  houses  for  the  priests  of  Pensax  and  Knighton. 

At  Bosbury. 

May  22,  1310. 

122.  Wide  de  Osseneia  de  ecclesia  de  Bromwyche. 

A grant  of  Church  and  lands  to  the  Prior  and  Convent. 

I,  Wido,  with  consent  of  Cristian  my  wife,  my  son  Richard,  and  all  my 
sons,  daughters,  parents  and  friends  do  grant  for  ever  to  the  Prior  and  Monks 
of  the  Church  of  Worcester  the  Church  of  Bromwyc  with  half  a virgate  of 
land  and  essarts,^  to  be  held  free  from  all  secular  service  and  exaction.  I 
desire  also  that  as  I have  given  the  said  Church  to  the  Prior  and  Monks  for 
ever,  so  it  may  be  for  ever  in  their  hands,  and  that  no  one  should  hold  it  but 
themselves,  but  that  they  should  have  a Priest  there — now  this  man,  now 
that — at  their  own  choice. 

I have  made  this  gift  together  witli  my  son  Ralph,  whom  they  have  made 
a monk  in  their  Church,  for  the  welfare  of  my  soul  and  of  the  souls  of  my 
wife  and  friends. 

These  are  the  boundaries  of  the  essarts  : The  boundary  starts  from  a 
small  twisted  oak  which  stands  in  the  highest  part  of  the  road,  and  it  runs 
along  the  same  road  by  the  stream,  and  then  turns  towards  a great  oak,  and 
then  from  the  great  oak  towards  Simmond’s  Marsh,  rising  up  as  far  as  a tree 
cut  on  its  east  face,  called  in  English  a Byre,  and  from  that  tree  along  the  path 
up  the  hill  as  far  as  the  twisted  oak  from  which  it  begins.® 

Witnesses:  William,  Archdeacon  j Guy,  Dean;  John,  son  of  Frideric ; 
Brother  Wynn,  Priest;  Synnardus,  Brychnus,  Nicholas  and  Richard,  sons 
of  Renard ; Rodolph  de  Borne,  Alfred  de  Bergo,  Roger  de  Stantuna. 

* Nash  reads  de  cibo,  “to  supply  him  with  food,”  but  de  libo  is  correct,  “for  the 
serving  of  it.” 

^ Essarts.  Lands  from  which  the  trees  have  been  freshly  stubbed  up  and  cleared. 

® No  date,  but  Hale’s  Registrum  gives  1160,  and  see  No.  \2^  infra.  This  is  the 
earliest  document  contained  in  the  Liber. 
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123.  Confirmacio  Capituli  Couentrensis  ecclesie  de  Bromwyche. 

Prior  Geoffrey  and  the  Convent  of  Coventry  have  inspected  and  hereby 
confirm  the  Deed  of  William,  Bishop  of  Coventry,  appropriating  the  Church 
of  Bromwich  to  the  Prior  and  Convent  of  Worcester  for  the  benefit  of  the 
soul  of  King  John  and  for  the  maintenance  of  their  hospitality  and  care 
of  the  sick.i 

Witnesses  to  the  appropriation:  R.  de  Bosco,  Archdeacon  of  Coventry; 
R.  de  Maydeneston,  Archdeacon  of  Chester  ; Alexander,  Archdeacon  of  Salop  ; 
Master  Zacaria,  William  de  Hatfeld,  Gervase  de  London,  and  others. 

124.  Confirmacio  Archiepiecopi  de  ecclesia  de  Bromwyche. 

T.,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  has  inspected  the  letter  of  Roger,  Bishop  of 
Chester,  to  the  Prior  and  Monks  of  Worcester  concerning  the  Church  of 
Bromwich,  given  to  them  in  pure  alms  by  Gny  de  Osseney  and  his  son 
Richard.  He  confirms  the  gift  and  desires  that  the  Church  should  be  con- 
sidered to  owe  no  subjection  to  the  Church  of  Humeswych,^  but  be  a free  and 
Mother  Church  as  of  old,  as  was  proved  before  the  Bishop  of  Chester  and  his 
Synod  at  Lichfield  by  testimony  of  Clerks  and  lay  folk.® 


125.  Honorius  confirmacio  de  ecclesia  Sancti  dementis  de  Bromwych. 

Pope  Honorius  (III.)  confirms  the  grant  of  the  Church  of  St.  ClemenD  of 
Bromwich,  in  the  Diocese  of  Coventry,®  made  to  the  Prior  and  Convent  of 
Worcester  by  the  Bishop  of  Coventry. 

At  the  Lateran. 

Id.  Nov.,  6th  of  Pontificate  (1222). 


126.  Carta  Regis  de  Ankerdam. 

King  Edward  (II.),  in  consideration  of  a fine  paid  by  the  Prior  of  Wor- 
cester, grants  licence  to  Walter  de  Ancredam  (Ankerdine)  to  give  one  messu- 
age, one  virgate  of  land,  six  acres  of  meadow,  ten  solidate  (shillings  worth)  of 
rent  in  Doddenham  and  Ankerdine  to  the  Prior  and  Convent  for  the  increase 


* No  date,  but  William  de  Cornkill,  Bishop  of  Coventry  and  Lichfield  1215 — 23,  and 
R.  de  Bosco,  Archdeacon  1220 — 25,  fix  it  at  1220 — 23. 

^ Humeswych,  probably  an  error  for  Honesw’rth  (Handsworth) , near  Bromwich. 
William  Fitz-Wido  founded  Sandwell  Priory  about  1180,  and  gave  the  Church  of  Hands- 
worth to  it. 

^ No  date  given,  but  Theobald,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  1139—62,  and  Roger  de 
Clinton,  Bishop  of  Chester  1129 — 48,  would  fix  it  at  1139 — 48.  On  the  other  hand,  if 
"Roger”  is  an  error  for  “ Richard,”  the  episcopate  of  Richard  Peche,  1 161-62,  would 
bring  the  date  ( 1 161)  into  harmony  with  the  statement  of  Hales  that  the  gift  of  the  Church 
was  made  in  1 160. 

■*  There  is  now  no  church  of  this  dedication.  The  church  occurs  in  the  list  of  the  pos- 
sessions of  the  Convent  at  Archbishop  Cranmer’s  Visitation  in  1544  (see  No.  166  infra), 
but  in  Ecton’s  "Thesaurus”  the  patron  of  the  Curacy  of  St.  Clement,  West  Bromwich 
is  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  the  successor  of  the  Monks  of  Sandwell. 

“ During  this  period  the  See  name  of  the  Mercian  Diocese  was  constantly  being 
transferred  between  Lichfield,  Chester,  and  Coventry. 
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of  their  Almsgiving — to  be  held  free  of  mortmain,  saving  the  accustomed  feudal 
service. 

At  Clarendon. 

March  20,  10th  of  Eeign  (1317-8). 

By  a fine  of  20s.  at  the  instance  of  William  de  Thornetofit}  Priest. 


127.  Carta  Eegis  de  confirmacione  de  Bredicote.^ 

The  late  King  Edward  (III.)  bad  granted  licence  to  the  Prior  and  Con- 
vent of  Worcester  to  acquire  and  hold  loo  solidates  of  land  and  rents  in 
augmentation  of  tbe  support  of  a Chaplain  to  serve  the  Altar  of  the  Blessed 
Virgin  in  the  Cathedral,  and  also  20  librates  (pounds  worth)  of  land  and  rent, 
which  should  be  held  by  them  free  from  the  operation  of  the  Statute  of  Mort- 
main. 

Desiring  that  the  act  of  his  Grandfather  should  have  full  effect,  King 
Richard  (II.)  grants  licence  to  William  de  Asteley,  chaplain,  John  de 
Kirkeby,  and  John  de  Willesburgsch  to  give  the  manor  and  advowson  of 
Bradecote — and  to  W.  Hulle,  parson  of  Newechurch,  William  de  Tyberton, 
and  Hugh  Cook  to  give  6 marcates  (marks  worths)  of  land  at  Worcester — 
and  to  William  de  Asteley  to  give  12  solidates  of  rent  in  Worcester — and  to 
T.  Kingiot,  parson  of  St.  Peter’s,  Worcester,  and  Richard  Northton,  chaplain, 
to  give  6 solidates  of  rent  which  are  held  of  the  Prior  and  Convent,  for  the 
following  purposes,  viz.,  the  6 marcates  for  the  augmentation  of  the  Chap- 
lain’s stipend,  the  manor  and  advowson  with  the  rest  in  full  satisfaction  for 
the  100  solidates  and  20  librates. 

The  King  had  ascertained  from  an  enquiry  held  by  T.  Brugge,  Escheator 
for  the  County,  that  the  manor  and  advowson  was  of  the  yearly  value  of 
5 marks  over  and  above  the  rent  above  named.®  The  Grant  is  made  saving 
the  accustomed  feudal  service. 

At  Westminster. 

May  10,  1st  of  Reign  (1378). 

By  a fine  of  y marks,  paid  in  Hanaper. 

128.  Carta  Regis  confirmacionis  de  Schirnacke. 

King  Henry  (IV.)  has  inspected  the  Report  of  an  enquiry  held  at  Fecken- 
ham  on  the  Wednesday  after  the  Feast  of  SS.  Peter  and  Paul  in  the  4th  year 
of  his  reign. 

The  enquiry  was  held  by  John  Kyng,  Deputy  to  Edward,'^  Duke  of  York, 

* William  de  Thornetoft,  King’s  Chaplain,  was  Rector  of  Dodderhill  1306 — 16.  He 
was  an  active  agent  for  the  King,  and  consequently  a great  pluralist.  He  eventually 
committed  suicide.  ^ Printed  in  Nash,  i.,  125. 

^ When,  after  the  Statute  of  Mortmain,  a benefaction  was  proposed,  instead  of  a 
charter  being  immediately  granted,  a commission  was  issued  to  the  Sheriff  requiring  him 
to  summon  a jury  and  report  to  the  King  if  it  could  be  made  witliout  prejudice  to  the 
royal  revenue,  i.e..  whether  the  benefactor  would  have  sufficient  property  left  to  pay  the 
services  due  from  him  to  the  Crown. 

Edward,  Duke  of  York  (1375 — 1413),  son  of  Edmund  of  Langley  and  Isabella  of 
Castile.  Killed  at  Agincourt. 
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Earl  of  Cambridge,  Rutland  and  Cork,  and  the  Chief  Custodians  of  the  King’s 
Forests  this  side  Trent  concerning  the  Forest  of  Feckenham,  and  the  Report 
has  been  sent  to  the  King’s  Chancellor  by  royal  command. 

Evidence  was  given  on  the  oath  of  witnesses  that  the  Foresters  of  Fecken- 
ham had  no  rights  of  feeding  (jepastus)  on  the  manor  of  Shurnock  belonging 
to  the  Church  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  of  Worcester,  and  they  surrender  their 
claims  quietly.  The  King  allows  this  proof  to  the  Prior  and  Convent. 

Witne.sses  : JohnWybbe,  Richard  Beaumond,  Roger  Chatterle,  Verderers  ; 
William  Spechesley,  Edward  Hanbury,  Edward  Egyock,  Richard  Rudyng, 
Henry  Moltolow,  John  Haw}’,  '1  homas  L)  nde,  Thomas  Podwale,  John 
Rudyng,  Thomas  Haukeslowe,  d'homas  Rudyng,  John  Colmore,  Inspectors 
(I'egardatores). 

At  Westminster. 

May  3,  8th  of  Reign  (1407). 

129.  Carta  Privilegiorum  confirmata  per  Regem  Henricum  quintum.’ 

King  Henry  (V.)  grants  a Pardon  to  John  Fordham,  Prior,  and  the  Con- 
vent of  Worcester  for  all  untried  treasons,  murders,  rapes,  rebellions,  insur- 
rections, felonies,  conspiracies,  transgressions,  offences,  acts  of  negligence, 
extortion,  misdemeanours,  acts  of  ignorance,  contempt,  concealment,  deceits, 
and  for  all  sentences  of  outlawry  before  the  8th  day  of  December  last,  except 
murders  committed  since  November  19  last,  provided  they  are  not  guilty  of 
offences  against  the  Coinage  laws,  and  are  not  common  approvers  or  notorious 
thieves,  and  that  they  stand  (stunt  recto)  to  the  trial  of  his  Courts. 

Also  pardon  for  escape  of  felons,  for  loss  of  chattels,  of  outlaws,  of  deo- 
dands,^  for  highway  robberies,  forest  offences  whose  penalty  lies  in  fines  or 
imprisonment,  or  in  burdens  upon  those  who  have  not  transgressed,  such  as 
heirs  or  executors — Statutes  concerning  Liv'eries  issued  before  December  8 
notwithstanding. 

Also  pardon  for  gifts,  alienations  and  perquisites  from  lands  held  of  the 
King  in  capite,  for  breaches  of  Mortmain,  for  entrance  on  inheritances,  for 
fines,  rents  and  outlawries  and  recognizances  forfeited,  excepting  debts  owed 
to  the  King. 

At  Westminster. 

Feb.  4,  2nd  of  Reign  (1414-5).’* 

per  ipsum  Regent.  Champeneys. 

130.  Carta  Regis  de  Mercato  de  Schepeston. 

King  Henry  (HI.)  grants  to  the  Prior  and  Convent  and  their  successors 
for  ever  to  hold  a weekly  Saturday  market  on  their  manor  of  Shepeston 
(Shipston).  Also  a Feast  each  year  lasting  for  three  days  from  the  Eve  of 

* The  local  form  of  a General  Pardon  granted  by  Henry  V.  before  the  War  with 
France,  in  order  to  gain  popular  favour. 

^ Deodands.  Beasts  or  articles  that  have  been  the  instruments  occasioning  the  death 
of  any  person,  forfeited  to  tlie  King  for  the  purpose  of  Alms. 

* The  year  of  Agincourt. 
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St.  Barnabas  to  the  day  following  the  Festival,  provided  the  Market  and  Feast 
do  not  injure  neighbouring  Markets  and  Feasts. 

Witnesses:  Roger,  Bishop  of  Coventry  and  Lichfield,  Roger  de  Ley  burn, 
Robert  Walerand,  Robert  Aguillym,  Walter  de  Merton,  John  de  Chyshulle, 
William  de  Aecta,  Peter  de  Newill,  Geoffrey  de  Percy,  William  de  Faukeham, 
Stephen  de  Fddeworth,  Bartholomew  le  Bygod,  and  others. 

At  Woodstock. 

June  27,  52nd  of  Reign  (1268). 

131.  Carta  Regis  super  quiete  clamationis  Utere  G.  Episcopi  de  Coteston 

et  Lawarne.* 

King  Edward  (I.)  has  inspected  letters  of  Bishop  Godfrey  (Giffard) 
renouncing  all  his  claim  against  the  Prior  and  Convent  to  rights  of  scutage 
and  homage  in  Coteston  (Cutsdean)  and  Lawarne  Willim. 

Witnesses:  Sir  William  Power,  Sir  Henry  de  Ribbesford,  Sir  John  de 
Grafton,  Sir  Robert  de  Bracey,  Sir  Henry  de  Penedock,  Thomas  de  Codleya, 
Richard  de  Grymehulle. 

The  King  confirms  the  grant. 

At  Abergavenny. 

Oct.  26,  19th  of  Reign  (1291). 

132.  Carta  Regis  de  parco  de  Trympley. 

In  consideration  of  a fine  paid  by  the  Prior  and  Convent,  King  Edward  (H.) 
has  granted  licence  to  Edward  Burned  to  give  possession  of  i6o  acres  of 
woodland  in  the  manor  of  Kidderminster,  now  held  of  the  King  in  capite,  to 
the  Prior  and  Convent  on  the  same  service.  He  now  grants  special  licence 
to  avoid  penalties  of  mortmain,  and  allows  the  wood  to  be  held  in  pure  alms. 
The  grantor  (Edward  Burnel)  has  agreed  that  the  residue  of  the  land  shall  be 
answerable  for  all  the  services  to  the  King  formerly  charged  upon  the  whole 
manor. 

At  Westminster. 

May  1,  8th  of  Reign  (1315). 

133.  Carta  aqueductus  ab  Henewyk  usque  Prioratum. 

King  Henry  has  received  a petition  from  the  Prior  and  Convent  for  the 
protection  of  their  aqueduct  which  runs  from  their  vill  of  Hynnewyk 
(Henwick)  along  the  King’s  highway,  called  Hilton  Street,  and  over  the  City 
Bridge,  called  Severn  Bridge,  and  along  the  banks  of  the  Severn  as  far  as  the 
Priory.  They  have  always  had  right  of  access  and  egress  for  purposes  of 
repairs,  and  are  now  apprehensive  of  opposition  and  molestation  from  certain 
ill-wishers  and  their  accomplices,  and  such  like  rogues.  The  King  accordingly 
takes  the  Prior  and  Convent,  their  goods  and  chattels,  under  his  special 

* C/.  Willis  Bund,  Reg.  Giffard,  p.  393.  The  Bishop’s  grant  was  made  at  the 
instance  of  the  Bishop  of  Bath  (Burnell)  and  the  Abbot  of  Wynchcombe  at  Kempsey, 
May  1291. 

- Edward,  Lord  Burnell,  of  Acton  Burnell,  great-nephew  and  heir  of  Bishop  Robert 
Burnell. 
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protection  in  this  matter,  ami  calls  upon  all  his  local  officers  (Sheriffs,  maj  ors, 
bailiffs  and  constables)  to  carry  out  his  wishes. 

At  Westminster. 

May  7,  8th  of  Reign.  Sabryell. 

134.  Bulla  de  esu  Carnium  et  de  Septuagesima. 

Pope  Clement  (VI.)  grants  indulgence  to  the  Prior  and  Monks  to  eat 
cooked  meat  of  every  sort  and  kind  between  Septuagesima  and  Quinquagesima 
Sundays,  so  long  as  they  do  so  outside  the  Refectory,^  and  in  the  Refectory  for 
the  rest  of  the  year,  notwithstanding  the  orders  of  Pope  Benedict  XII.  and 
others. 

Ad  Viliam  Novam.  Ammonsen  dioc.  (Villeneuve  d’Amont,  near  Amancy). 

Id.  May,  10th  of  Pontificate  (1352). 

135.  Be  annua  pensione  Priorisse  de  Whiston. 

Bishop  Richard  (Clifford)  has  appropriated  to  the  Prioress  and  Nuns  of 
Whiston  the  Church  of  Weston-on-Avon.  Accordingly  the  Prioress  Elizabeth 
and  the  Nuns  agree  to  pay  to  the  Prior  and  Chapter  of  Worcester  an  annual 
pension  of  3^.  4r/.,  payable  in  the  Cathedral  Church  at  Michaelmas.  Also 
another  3^.  ^d.  at  time  of  a vacancy  in  the  See.  Distraint  allowed  and  a fine 
of  looj.  in  default  of  payment  within  the  year.  Each  party  to  hold  a copy  of 
the  agreement  sealed  by  the  other. 

At  Whiston  Chapter  Plouse. 

Nov.  2. 

At  Worcester  Chapter  House. 

Nov.  20,  1407. 

136.  Composicio  Thome  de  Cantilupe  de  Sale  pertinente  ad  ecclesiam  de 

Duderhull.- 

Hugh  Siger,  Hugh  de  Froxmere,  Alan  Coleware,  Peter  Aldred,  Thomas 
Long,  John  Casii,  John  Hakedun  dispute  with  Thomas  Cantelupe,®  Pope’s 
Chaplain  and  Rector  of  Dodderhill,  over  the  tithes  of  salt  in  Dodderhill  parish. 

The  matter  was  referred  to  Master  Henry  de  Testes,  D.C.L.,  and  thus 
finally  settled  by  agreement.  The  above-named  will  pay  one  quarter  of  salt 
for  every  four  saltpans,  and  half  a quarter  for  every  two  saltpans  yearly  at  the 
Feasts  of  the  Assumption  and  of  the  E.xaltation  of  the  Cross,  and  in  default 
a fine  of  loo.f.  to  the  fabric  of  Worcester  Cathedral,  renouncing  all  protection 


* This  must  no  doubt  be  understood  as  taking  the  Lenten  Fast  for  granted,  and 
merely  giving  an  indulgence  from  Septuagesima  to  Quinquagesima,  which,  however, 
applies  only  to  the  Misericordia  and  Guest  Chambers,  not  to  the  Conventual  meals  in 
the  Refectory.  Habingdon  says:  “They  began  thyer  Lent  in  ye  refectorie  on  Septua- 
gesima Sunday,  but  he  yt  kept  ye  open  table  for  intertainment  of  all  commers  was  bound 
to  no  more  than  the  ordinarie  Lent  fro  Ash  Wednesday  to  Easter.” 

- Printed  in  Nash,  i.,  337. 

’ Thomas  Cantilupe,  Chancellor  of  Oxford,  Chancellor  of  the  Realm,  Bishop  of 
Hereford  1275 — 82,  canonized  1320  as  St.  Thomas  of  Hereford. 
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from  Constitutions  concerning  the  two  iliete}  and  the  privilege  allowed  to 
those  signed  with  the  Cross. ^ 

(No  date,  but  shortly  before  1275.) 

137.  Ne  hospitetur  Officialis  Episcopi  Wygorniensis  in  domihns  religio- 

sorum cum  tenuerit  Consistorium.* 

Archbishop  Robert  (Winch ilsea)  writes  to  the  Abbots  of  '\Vinchcomb  and 
Pershore  and  to  the  Rector  of  Cleeve  Prior  that  on  his  recent  visitation  of 
the  Diocese  of  Worcester  as  Metropolitan  he  found  the  officials  of  the  Bishop 
of  Worcester  abusing  the  hospitality  offered  them  voluntarily  and  of  sheer 
goodwill  by  the  Blouses  of  Worcester,  Gloucester,  Llanthony-by- Gloucester, 
Cirencester,  and  others.  They  did  not  hesitate  to  impose  iheir  maintenance 
upon  the  monasteries  for  3,  4,  or  even  8 days  while  holding  their  Consistorial 
Courts  there  or  in  the  neighbourhood.  This  was  a great  hardship  upon  the 
monasteries  and  created  great  scandal  in  the  Diocese,  both  against  the  Bishop 
for  allowing  it  and  against  all  his  other  agents  in  spiritual  matters. 

The  Archbishop  therefore  inhibits  the  hlonasteries  from  entertaining  these 
officials,  and  the  officials  from  such  practices,  and  instructs  the  above-named 
to  publish  the  inhibition  with  penalty  of  Excommunication  of  all  offenders, 
directing  them  to  report  to  him  with  the  names  of  any  who  rebel  by  the  Feast 
of  St.  Hilary  next. 

At  Chartham. 

7 Id.  Nov.  1301,  8th  of  Conseeration. 

138.  Appropriacio  ecclesie  de  Estleche  Ahbati  de  Tewkesbury. 

Bishop  Silvester  (de  Gigliis)  has  appropriated  to  the  Abbey  of  St.  Mary 
of  Tewkesbury  the  Church  of  St.  Andrew  Estleche  (East  Leach  Turnstile) 
with  the  consent  of  the  Prior  and  Convent  of  Worcester  and  of  the  Archdeacon 
of  Gloucester.  Abbot  Richard  and  his  Convent  will  pay  to  the  Prior  and 
Convent  an  annuity  of  3^.  4<^.  in  the  Cathedral  at  Michaelmas.  If  not  paid 
within  a fortnight  distraint  is  allowed  to  the  Bishop  at  the  instance  of  the  Prior 
and  Convent. 

At  Tewkesbury  Chapter  House. 

May  14,  1500,  15th  of  King  Henry  VII. 

139.  (No  heading.) 

The  Prior  of  Worcester  has  informed  King  Edward  III.  that  the 

* Nash  reads  “ dictis  ” wrongly.  “ Dieta”  in  this  case  stands  for  “ a day’s  journey.” 
There  was  a habit  of  summoning  defendants  by  means  of  Papal  Letters  for  trial  before 
a very  distant  Court,  in  order  that,  through  fear  of  the  long  journey  and  expense,  they 
•night  give  up  their  case  and  retire  from  defence.  To  meet  this  abuse  the  4th  Lateran 
Council,  1215,  decreed  by  Constitution  37  that  no  one  should  be  summoned  for  trial  by 
Papal  Letters  further  than  two  days’  journey  from  his  diocese.  In  1365  the  Council  of 
Angers  reduced  this  to  one  day's  journey,  and  defined  a day’s  journey  as  12  leagues  in 
the  Dioceses  of  Tours  and  Angers,  but  only  10  leagues  in  Brittany. 

^ I.e.,  as  undertaking  to  join  a Crusade. 

* Cf.  Lib.  Albus,  f.  5d,  no.  53. 
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Worcester  Collectors  of  the  Tenths  and  Fifteenths  granted  from  the  laity 
intend  to  collect  the  same  on  the  goods  of  the  Priory,  which  are  taxed  for 
tenths  among  the  spiritualities. 

The  King  therefore  forbids  his  Collectors  in  the  County  of  Worcester  to 
charge  the  Prior  with  the  lax  he  has  already  paid,  and  orders  a correction  to  be 
made  if  this  has  been  done. 

Witness;  Edward,’  Duke  of  Cornwall  and  Earl  of  Chester,  Guardian  of 
England. 

At  Kennington  Enesch.- 

Jan.  27,  14th  of  Reign  (1340). 

140.  (No  heading.) 

King  Henry  has  received  complaints  from  the  Prior  and  Convent  of 
Worcester  that  the  Collectors  of  Tenths  and  Fifteenths,  granted  from  the 
laity  in  the  last  Parliament,  are  charging  the  Prior  and  Convent  with  the  said 
tax  on  the  buildings  and  cemetery  of  their  Church.  These  buildings  and 
cemetery  are  part  and  parcel  (/xircella)  of  the  original  foundation  of  the 
Church,  and  are  annexed  to  the  spiritualities  thereof,  and  as  such  the  Prior 
and  Convent  were  seized  of  them  long  before  the  20th’’  year  of  King 
Edward  I , and  have  always  paid  tenths  on  them  with  the  clerg)'.  The  King 
therefore  sternly  rebukes  the  collectors  for  this  charge,  pointing  out  that  it  is 
contrary  to  the  directions  given  to  them,  and  ordering  them  to  desist  from 
making  it.  Otherwise  he  cites  them  before  him  within  twelve  days  of  Easter 
to  answer  for  their  disobedience. 

(Xo  date.) 

141.  Bulla  ne  Archiepiscopus. 

The  Prior  and  Convent  have  complained  to  Pope  Nicholas  (IV.)  that  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury  at  his  visitation  brings  secular  persons  with  him 
into  their  Chapter  House.  It  is  an  indecent  and  dangerous  practice  to 
reveal  to  such  persons  matters  which  need  correction,  and  it  is  to  the  serious 
prejudice  of  the  Church.  The  Pope  therefore  orders  that  the  Archbishop 
shall  not  bring  secular  persons  into  the  Chapter  House,  but  only  the  religious 
of  his  own  or  some  other  Church  or  Monastery. 

At  St.  Mary  Major,  Rome. 

Non.  May,  3rd  of  Pontificate  (1290). 

142.  Composicio  inter  Willinmm  episcopum  Priorem  et  Conventum  Wy- 

gorniensem. 

Controversy  had  arisen  between  Bishop  W.  (de  Blois)  and  the  Convent  of 
Worcester  over  (i)  the  deposition  of  the  late  Prior  by  the  Bishop  and  the 

* The  Black  Prince,  ast.  10,  the  King  being  away  in  France. 

- Kennington  belongs  to  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall.  The  Black  Prince  died  at 
Kennington  Palace  1376.  Enesch  = Inch,  Island. 

^ Sc.  1291,  the  year  in  which  Edward  1.  m.ade  the  valuation  called  Taxatio  Ecclesias- 
tica, distinguishing  between  Spiritualia  and  Temporalia,  latter  being  the  manors,  etc., 
of  bishoprics  and  religious  houses  for  which  the  possessors  had  to  answer  to  the 
temporal  power. 
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appointment  in  his  place  of  W.  (Norman),  lately  Prior  of  Malvern ; (2)  the 
custody  of  the  Priory  in  case  of  vacancy  in  the  Prior’s  office;  (3)  the  offerings 
at  the  shrine  of  St,  Wulstan;  (4)  the  retention  by  the  Bishop  of  pensions  and 
other  properties  of  the  Convent ; ( 5)  the  right  of  entry  by  the  Bishop  into 
Chapter  for  visitation  jnirposes  ; (6)  expenses  and  money  matters  connected 
with  the  dispute.  Finally,  after  much  rpiarrelling,  the  following  discreet  and 
prudent  persons'  met  at  the  Chapter  House  : S.,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury, 
T.,  Bishop  of  Bath,  H.,  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  the  Abbots  of  Evesham  and 
Reading,  and  Master  S.  de  Eketon,  the  Archbishop’s  clerk,  with  others,  and 
after  many  private  interviews  with  each  party  and  much  deliberation  they 
decided  thus : 

1.  That  the  Prior  should  at  once  retire,  which  he  did  in  their  presence, 
without  delay.  That  he  should  receive  for  his  support  {ad  honeslam  sustenta- 
cionew)  the  manor  of  Clceve  Prior  for  his  life  with  due  securities,  and  that  he 
should  receive  for  his  sworn  expenses  in  this  dispute  {sacramento  subsecuto) 
roo  marks  from  the  monks  to  be  paid  at  the  four  quarterly  festivals.  That 
the  monks  of  each  party  should  return,  burying  their  wrongs  and  banishing 
rancour. 

2.  That  this  time  no  Prior  should  be  elected  from  among  the  monks,  but 
some  monk  from  another  Monastery  whom  the  Bishop  in  his  conscience 
should  deem  fit. 

^That  in  future,  at  a vacancy  of  the  Priorate,  the  monks  should  present 
seven  of  their  number  to  the  Bishop,  from  whom  he  should  choose  one  to  the 
office.  He  should  also  appoint  a deputy  to  perform  this  duty  in  case  of  his 
absence  from  England,  and,  in  default  of  so  doing,  should  forfeit  to  the  monks 
the  revenues  of  the  Monastery  due  to  him  during  the  vacancy.  The  Bishop  is 
not  in  future  to  remove  a Prior  without  good  reason. 

3.  As  to  the  question  of  the  tomb  and  shrine  of  St,  Wulstan,  one  half 
the  money  is  to  go  to  the  Bishop  and  the  other  half  to  the  Convent,  and  they 
are  to  be  in  charge  of  honest  clerks  or  monks  representing  each  party. 

4.  In  presenting  to  benefices,  guardianships  and  marriages  belonging  to 
the  Priory,  the  Bishop  is  to  do  nothing  to  its  detriment. 

5.  At  visitations  the  Bishop  is  to  announce  beforehand  whether  he  is 
going  to  deal  with  spiritual  matters  or  temporal.  If  the  former,  he  must  not 
be  attended  by  any  secular  clerks,  or  if,  when  dealing  with  temporalities  he 
should  turn  to  spiritual  matters,  the  secular  clerks  must  retire. 

®If  the  Cathedral  should  need  reconciliation,  it  shall  be  performed  by  the 
Bishop  without  prejudice  to  the  monks. 

6.  All  pensions,  rents,  benefices,  etc.,  belonging  to  the  Priory  are  to 
be  given  back  and  a complete  forgiveness  on  both  sides  sealed  by  the 
kiss  of  peace. 

* A notable  Commission.  Stephen  Langton  (d.  1228),  the  great  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury.  Jocelin  Trotman  (d.  1242),  a leading  Justiciar,  resisted  King  John;  the 
chief  builder  of  V/ells  Cathedral.  Hugh  of  Wells  (d.  1235),  elder  brother  of  Jocelin; 
a wise  and  diligent  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  patron  of  Robert  Grosseteste. 

^ Cf.  No.  101  supra.  ^ Cf.  No.  145  infra. 
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The  Commissioners  straightly  charged  all  parties  to  abide  by  their 
promises.  The  agreement  was  sealed  by  each  party,  ihe  new  Prior,  when 
appointed,  to  add  his  seal. 

At  Worcester  Chapter  House. 

Tuesday,  15th  day  after  Michaelmas,  1224. 

143.  Bulla  de  non  exibicione  munimentorum  extra  ecclesiam  Wygor- 
niensem  et  tunc  semel  tempore  unius  episcopi. 

Pope  Boniface  assures  the  Prior  and  Convent  that  they  are  not  bound  to 
show  the  privileges,  letters  or  muniments  of  any  of  their  Churches  or  Chapels 
to  the  Bishop  of  Worcester  or  his  officials  for  the  time  being,  or  his  deputies, 
outside  the  limits  of  their  Church  of  Worcester,  nor  to  give  information 
concerning  them  more  than  once  in  the  lifetime  of  any  one  Bishop.  Any 
Constitution  or  Statute  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

At  St.  Peter’s,  Rome. 

8 Kal.  August,  fith  of  Pontificate.* 


144.  Bulla  de  mitra  baculo  et  de  aliis.' 

Pope  Clement  (VI.)  grants  permission  to  John  de  Evesham,  Prior,  and  his 
successors  to  use  the  mitre,®  pastoral  ring  and  staff,  tunic  and  dalmatic,  and  to 
give  solemn  benediction  at  Mass  and  Board,  provided  there  be  no  Apostolic 
Legate  or  Bishop  present  at  the  Benediction. 

At  Avignon. 

9 Id.  Jan.,  9th  of  Pontificate  (1351). 

145.  (No  heading.) 

Pope  Boniface  (IX.),  at  the  request  of  Prior  John  de  Malvern,  reviews  and 
decides  upon  the  question  of  the  reconciliation  of  the  Church  or  Cemetery  of 
Worcester  after  violation  by  bloodshed,  etc.  Pope  Clement  VJ.  granted 
indulgence  to  Prior  John  de  Evesham  that  the  Prior  or,  in  case  of  his  absence 
or  death,  the  Sub-Prior  should  be  able  (in  the  absence  of  the  Bishop)  to 
perform  this  reconciliation,  provided  he  used  water  previously  blessed  by 
a Bishop. 

Bishop  John  ('I'horesby),  afterwards  Archbishop  of  York,  greatly  approved 
of  this  arrangement  as  being  an  honour  to  the  Church.  But,  on  his  translation, 
his  successor  Bishop  Reginalil  (Brian)  suggested  with  little  truth  (minus 
veraciter)  to  Pope  Innocent  VI.  that  such  a privilege  would  be  detrimental  to 
the  interests  of  the  Bishop,  and  the  Pope  therefore  decreed  that  the  indulgence 
applied  to  the  then  Prior,  and  that  only  in  the  absence  of  the  Bishop  from 
England.  Afterwards  Pope  Urban  V.,  who  succeeded  Innocent,  decreed  that 
the  |)ower  of  reconciliation  belonged  to  the  Prior  (or  Sub-Prior)  ex  officio. 

* Probably  Pope  Boniface  IX.,  1389 — 1404. 

- Printed  in  Thomas,  App.  110. 

^ I he  matter  of  the  mitre,  etc.,  became  later  the  subject  of  serious  controversy 
between  Bishop  Wakefield  and  his  Prior.  Cf.  Noake’s  "Cathedral  and  Monastery,"  p.  105. 
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Pope  Boniface  confirms  this  last  decree  and  decides  that  the  Prior  or 
Sub-Prior  has  the  power,  in  tiie  absence  of  the  Bishop,  of  reconciling  the 
Cathedral  and  Cemetery  and  any  other  Church  in  their  possession  on  the 
conditions  named. 

146.  Privilegium  de  liceiicia  predicandi. 

Pope  Nicholas  has  received  a petition  from  the  Prior  and  Convent,  stating 
that  many  in  their  Cloister  are  constant  students  and  well  learned  in  the 
Scriptures  {phires  ex  vobis  sunt  in  divina  pagina,  in  qua  studium  infra  claustrum 
ecclesie  vestre  continuo,  sicut  asseritis,  vigere  dinoscitur,  plenius  eruditi),  and 
desirous  that  the  treasures  committed  to  them  should  not  be  hidden.  They 
ask  therefore  the  liberty  of  preaching  in  public  to  the  people  both  in  their 
Church  of  Worcester  and  in  all  Churches  in  their  possession,  to  the  benefit  of 
souls  and  building  up  of  salvation. 

The  Pope  commends  the  proposal  and  grants  the  desired  leave  to  the  Prior 
and  such  of  his  monks  as  he  may  know  to  be  fitted  for  the  work. 

At  St.  Mary  Major,  Rome. 

Non.  Jan.,  2nd  of  Pontificate  (1279  or  1290).* 

147.  Bulla  de  licencia  ad  utendum  pilleis. 

The  Prior  and  Convent  have  represented  to  Pope  Nicholas  that  owing  to 
the  cold  in  these  parts  in  winter  time  they  are  exposed  to  great  danger  in  the 
performance  of  divine  service  and  their  customary  processions  with  uncovered 
heads.  They  therefore  beg  permission  to  use  capes  and  amices  in  such 
services  and  processions.  The  Pope  grants  permission  to  use  such  capes  and 
simple  {non  curiosis)  amices,"  corresponding  to  the  customs  of  their  order, 
provided  that  in  reading  the  Gospel  and  at  the  elevation  of  the  Host  due 
reverence  be  made. 

At  Reate. 

2 Kal.  August,  2nd  of  Pontificate  (1279  or  1290).* 


148.  (No  heading.; 

Pope  Boniface  (IX.)  has  heard  from  the  Prior  and  Chapter  that  some 
sons  of  Belial  {filii  iniquitatis),  absolutely  ignoring  such  things  as  tithes, 
rents,  pensions,  lands,  houses,  vineyards,  possessions,  meadows,  pastures, 
mills,  authentic  letters,  documents,  public  rights  and  jurisdiction  and  the  like, 
relating  to  the  profits  of  the  Capitular  Establishment,  maliciously  seek  to 
conceal  and  keep  such  profits  to  themselves.  He  therefore  charges  the  Arch- 
deacon of  Gloucester,  in  the  Diocese  of  Worcester,  publicly  in  the  Churches, 


• According  to  whether  the  Pope  i.s  Nicholas  III.  or  Nicholas  IV. 

- Amices  were  originally  hoods.  From  the  eleventh  century  onwards  the  richer 
amices  were  adorned  with  embroidery  or  even  with  precious  stones.  These  ornaments 
were  attached  to  a portion  only  of  the  amice  in  the  centre,  so  as  to  appear  as  a decorated 
collar  when  the  amice  was  thrown  back  over  the  neck.  The  Pope  evidently  had  in  mind 
the  old-fashioned  amices  of  his  day. 
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in  the  presence  of  the  congregation,  to  warn  such  detainers  of  Church  property 
that  they  restore  what  is  due  by  a given  date  on  pain  of  excommunication. 

At  St.  Peter’s,  Rome. 

Id.  Dec.,  12th  of  Pontificate  (1401). 

149.  Carta  regps  quod  ballivi  nec  clavigeri  non  portent  clavas  infra 
Prioratum  ecclesiam  vel  cimiterium  Wygorniensem. 

King  Henry  IV.  instructs  his  subjects  of  every  degree  {archiepiscopis, 
ducibus,  etc.),  that  no  bailiff  or  serving  man  or  any  person  belonging  to  the 
City  is  to  carry  maces  within  the  limits  of  the  Church,  Cemetery  or  Sanctuary 
of  Worcester,  save  in  the  presence  of  the  King  or  his  sons — as  a special  order 
celero  dumtaxat  portet) — or  meddle  within  these  limits. 

Witnesses^:  Th.  (Arundel),  Archbishop  of  Canterbury;  R.  (Scrope), 
Archbishop  of  York  ; R.  (Braybrook),  Bishop  of  London ; W.  (Wykeham), 
Bishop  of  Winchester;  H.  (Beaufort),  Bishop  of  Lincoln;  E.  (Stafford), 
Bishop  of  Exeter;  Edmund,  Duke  of  York,  uncle  to  the  King;  Henry  de 
Percy,  Earl  of  Northumberland,  Constable  of  England ; Ralph  Nevill,  Earl  of 
Westmoreland,  brother  to  the  King ; John  Someris,  King’s  Chamberlain  ; John 
de  Scarle,  Clerk,  Chancellor;  John  de  Norbury,  Treasurer;  William  de  Roos 
de  Hamelak,  Reginald  de  Grey  Ruthyn,  William  de  Wylughby;  Thomas  de 
Kempston,  Steward  of  the  Household;  Master  Richard  Clifford,^  Keeper  of 
the  private  Seal ; and  others. 

At  Westminster. 

Dec.  6,  2nd  of  Reign  (1400). 

per  breve,  privati  sigilli,  Bubbewyk. 


150.  Bulla  quod  non  presumat  quisquam  radiare  capere  aut  detinere  bona 
Monasterii  pretextu  alicuius  parve  consuetudinis  sicut  antiquitus 
malefici  agere  consueuerunt. 

Pope  Martin  has  heard  from  the  Prior  and  Convent  of  Worcester  that 
certain  evil  disposed  clerks  and  laymen  have  insolently  ventured  to  receive  in 
pledge  or  to  seize  and  retain  monks,  animals,  or  goods  belonging  to  the 
monastery,  on  the  ground  of  some  complaint  against  the  monastery  and  in 
accordance  with  some  alleged  trifling  custom.  He  therefore  inhibits  all  from 
such  practices. 

Apud  Urbem  veterem  (Orvieto). 

Id.  May,  2nd  of  Pontificate  (probably  1286). 


' An  interesting  assemblage  of  names.  Besides  such  ecclesiastics  as  Arundel  and 
Wykeham,  it  includes  Scrope,  executed  (1405)  on  charge  of  sedition  ; Henry,  afterwards 
Cardinal  Beaufort;  Edmund  Langley,  son  of  Edward  III.,  the  founder  of  the  House  of 
York;  Henry  Percy,  killed  in  rebellion  (1408)  at  Bramham  Moor;  Ralph  Nevill,  1364 — 
•425,  the  first  of  the  Nevills.  He  married  Joan  Beaufort,  daughter  of  John  of  Gaunt, 
and  was  therefore  brother-in-law  to  the  King.  Sir  John  de  Scarle  is  called  by  Campbell 
“ the  most  inconspicuous  person  that  ever  held  the  post  of  Chancellor  of  England.” 

^ Afterwards  Bishop  of  Worcester. 

ik 
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151.  Conflrmacio  omnium  privilegiorum  nostrorum. 

Pope  Nicholas  confirms  to  the  Prior  and  Convent  all  liberties  and  immuni- 
ties granted  to  them  by  Roman  Pontiffs  either  by  privileges  or  indulgences, 
and  all  other  liberties  and  exemptions  from  secular  exactions  granted  by  Kings, 
Bishops,  and  others  of  the  faithful,  so  far  as  they  were  honourably  and  peace- 
ably acquired. 

Non.  July,  2nd  of  Pontificate  (1279  or  1290). 

152.  Confirmacio  omnium  possessionum  ecclesie  Wygorniensis. 

Pope  Honorius  assures  the  Prior  and  Convent  of  the  protection  of  St.  Peter 
and  the  Holy  See  so  long  as  they  inviolably  keep  the  Rules  of  St.  Benedict,  and 
confirms  their  possessions,  if  he  has  got  the  names  right  (ii  propriis  duximus 
exprbnenda  vocabulis). 

New  lands  brought  into  cultivation  by  the  monks  are  to  remain  free. 
Liberty  assured  to  receive  into  their  Order  free  men,  clergy  or  lay,  who  are 
absolved  and  retiring  from  the  world  (absolutos  et  esceculo fugientes').  No  brother 
may  leave  without  consent  of  the  Prior,  or  be  received  elsewhere  after  letters  of 
caution  have  been  received.  In  times  of  General  Interdict  the  monks  may 
mutter  (suppressa  voce)  their  offices  with  closed  doors  and  no  bells  and  exclu- 
sion of  the  excommunicated,  etc.,  if  they  have  not  themselves  caused  the 
Interdict.  No  one  may  erect  Chapel  or  Oratory  in  any  of  their  parishes  with- 
out their  consent  and  that  of  the  Diocesan,  saving  the  rights  of  the  Roman 
See.  New  exactions  from  all  clerical  or  lay  people  are  forbidden.  Rights  of 
burial  at  Worcester  are  confirmed.  Freedom  to  recover  dues  confirmed.  Viola- 
tion of  their  buildings  and  barns  by  theft,  rapine,  fire,  bloodshed  or  arrest 
forbidden. 

The  following  is  a list  of  possessions  named : — 

Churches. 

Bromsgrove  with  Chapels  of  Norton  W)  ke  with  Chapel  of  St.  John,  Bed- 
and  Grafton.  wardine. 

Grimley  with  Chapel  of  Hallow.  Wichenford. 

Clceve  Prior.  Malvern.^ 

Advowsons  and  Rents. 


Dodderhill. 

Icomb. 

Cropthorne. 

Worcester.  All  Saints. 

Sedgeberrow. 

St.  Andrew’s. 

Overbury. 

St.  Martin’s. 

Harvington. 

St.  Swithun’s. 

Wolverley. 

St.  Clement’s. 

Broadwas. 

Lindridge  in  Hereford  Diocese. 

Himbleton. 

Castle  Wicton  in  St.  David’s  Diocese. 

Tibberton. 

Bromwich  in  Coventry  Diocese. 

* This  probably  refers  to  the  Convent’s  rights  in  the  Priory  of  Little  Malvern.  It 
does  not  occur  in  either  of  the  other  two  lists  contained  in  the  Liber. 
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Rents,  etc. 


Tithe  of  Impney. 

Rents  at  Whittington. 

Pentecostal  dues  in  Worcestershire. 

Spetchley. 

Rents  at  Hartlebury. 

Kenswick. 

Lockesley. 

Bibury. 

Manors. 

Himbleton. 

Pen  sax. 

Wolverley. 

Boraston. 

Grimley. 

Cropthorn  with  Charlton  and  Nether- 

Hallow. 

ton. 

Henwick. 

Sedgeberrow. 

Broadwas. 

Overbury  with  Conderton. 

Woodhall. 

Teddington  with  Alveston. 

Lippard. 

Cleeve. 

Tibberton. 

Blackwell  and  Shipston. 

Cutsdean. 

Vill  of  Mytton. 

Lindridge. 

Alveston. 

Newenham. 

Stoke. 

Knighton. 

Phepston  with  Dunhampstead. 

Sundry  Properties. 

Meadow  called  Kingsham. 

Fishponds  in  Severn  at  Stedewell. 

Virgate  given  by  Walter  de  Bello 

Grimley. 

Campo. 

Bevere. 

Half  hide  in  Louth. 

Timberdine. 

I Hide  in  Pallewrne. 

5 salt  furnaces  and  2 pans  at  Wych. 

Lands  in  Worcester  and  Suburbs. 

Mill  at  Tapenhale. 

5 marks  rent  in  Worcester. 

20s.  rent  at  Wribbenhall. 

Fishponds  in  Severn  at  Barbourne. 

^Place  called  Hermitage  in  Lichfield 

Hallow. 

Diocese. 

The  document  ends  with  a General 

Confirmation  of  privileges,  saving  the 

rights  of  the  Holy  See,  canonical  obedience  to  the  Bishop,  and  power  of 

a General  Council,  with  solemn  curse 
those  who  observe  this  ordinance. 

on  those  who  infringe  and  blessing  on 

(No  date,  but  doubtless  issued  by  Honorius  IV.,  1285 — 87.) 

153.  Carta  sacriste  ad  inveniendum  Capellanum  ad  rubeum  hostium  in 

navi  ecclesie. 

William  Calle,  citizen  of  Worcester,  grants  to  the  Prior  and  Convent  53^. 
annual  Rent  from  properties  in  Worcester — situations  defined — for  the  benefit 
of  the  Sacrist’s  office,  and  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  one  secular  Chaplain 

to  celebrate  daily®  at  the  Altar  of  the 

Blessed  Virgin  at  the  Red  door  in  the 

* At  Little  Packington  in  the  county  of  Warwick. 

For  notices  of  the  Chapel  of  B.  V.  M.  at  the  Red  Door  in  the  Cathedral  Nave  see 
Atkins’  “ Early  Occupants  of  the  Office  of  Organist,”  pp.  4 — 6,  W.  H.  S.,  1918. 
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Cathedral  for  the  donor,  and  Brother  John  de  St.  Briavel,  for  the  Prior  and 
Convent  and  all  others,  specially  those  who  have  helped  the  Church  of 
Worcester. 

Witnesses  : Richard  le  Mercer,  John  Lorn,  Richard  de  Euesham,  Adam 
de  Pirie,  Robert  de  Himelton,  William  de  Stanwa  and  Thomas  Gros,  Bailiffs 
of  Worcester. 

At  Worcester  Chapter  House. 

Nov.  12,  1315,  9th  of  King  Edward  III. 

164.  Compositio  inter  capitulum  et  Sacristam  de  0.  Oriens  et  liberationibus 
clericorum  ecclesie. 

Brother  Richard  Calys,  Sacrist  of  the  Cathedral,  complains  of  certain 
expenses  lately  imposed  on  his  Office  (i)  for  providing  money,  spices  and 
pitance  of  fish  and  wine  for  O.  Oriens,^  and  (2)  for  gifts  to  his  clerks  of  a 
certain  number  of  quarters  of  wheat. 

Prior  Symon  orders,  with  consent  of  Bishop  Wulstan  (Bransford)  and  the 
Sacrist,  that  in  future  the  Celerarius  shall  be  responsible  for  the  O.  Oriens 
pitance,  paying  on  St.  Thomas’  Day  4^.  to  the  Prior,  25.  to  the  Sub-Prior,  2s.  to 
the  Sacrist  and  i.v.  to  each  professed  monk.  To  meet  this  he  shall  receive  the 
tithes  of  Blackwell,  Cleeve  and  Harvington,  formerly  paid  to  the  Pitancer. 
The  Sacrist  shall  provide  the  gifts  to  his  clerks. 

At  Worcester  Chapter  House. 

Monday  in  Feast  of  St.  Valentine,  1339. 

155.  Confirmacio  Edwardi  regis  de  quodam  placito.^ 

An  inspeximus  of  King  Edward  III.  of  the  pleadings  made  before  King 
Edward  II.  in  Michaelmas  Term  1323  at  York,  Wigan,  Nottingham  and 
Derby. 

King  Edward  II.,  in  a mandate  dated  from  Skipton  in  Craven,  Oct.  i, 
1323,  calls  upon  the  Prior  and  Convent  of  Worcester  for  a corrody  for  Alice 
Conan  on  account  of  her  services  to  Queen  Isabella.  It  is  to  be  granted  in 
place  of  the  corrody  held  by  Peter  Anyley,  deceased.  The  Prior  had  pleaded 
hitherto  against  the  King’s  repeated  command  the  excuse  of  poverty  and 
hard  times.  He  is  therefore  cited  to  appear  before  the  King  the  day  after 
All  Souls. 

Nov.  3.  The  Prior  appears  in  person,  and  pleads  that  the  Convent  is 
held  in  pure  alms,®  and  free  from  all  secular  burdens  since  its  foundation, 
according  to  charters  granted  by  the  King’s  ancestors,  and  that  they  have 
never  been  subjected  to  a burden  of  this  sort  till  the  late  King  asked  for  the 

* The  antiphons  beginning  with  O,  which  were  sung  at  Vespers  on  the  seven  last 
days  of  Advent  before  Christmas  Eve,  give  their  names  to  the  days.  See  Canon 
Wilson’s  “Account  Rolls  of  Worcester,”  App.  II.  W.  H.  S.,  1907. 

* For  a full  account  of  the  whole  incident  and  its  bearings,  see  Canon  Wilson’s 
“ Corrodies  at  Worcester  in  the  14th  Century.”  W.  H.  S.,  1917. 

* See  No.  102  supra,  showing  that  the  claim  that  the  Priory  was  held  in  pure  alms 
was  not  made  for  the  special  occasion. 
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support  of  Peter  de  Anyley  9 years  back.  Being  asked  to  show  the  Charters, 
he  had  not  got  them  with  him  at  the  time.  The  case  was  postponed  till  the 
1 8th  day  after  St.  Hilary. 

Jan.  28.  On  that  day  Adam  Fyncham  appeared  for  the  King.  The  Prior 
was  represented  by  attorney.  Adam  said  that  immediately  before  Peter  de 
Anyley  the  Convent  had  received  Nicholas  Renty  as  corrody  holder,  and 
immediately  before  him  John  le  Barber,  at  the  King’s  command.  The  Prior 
acknowledges  this,  and  then  produces  the  Charter  of  King  Edgar,  which  is 
quoted  in  full.  Adam  points  out  that  in  this  Charter  there  is  nothing  about 
pure  and  free  alms.  He  therefore  asks  for  a verdict  for  the  King.  The  case 
is  adjourned  to  the  octave  of  the  Purification. 

Feb.  9.  On  that  day  Adam  and  the  Prior  appear,  and  the  case  is  adjourned 
till  three  weeks  after  Easter. 

Adam  and  the  Prior  appear.  The  Prior  pleads  that  the  King  himself,  at 
York,  in  his  reply  to  the  petition  of  the  Bishops  on  the  question  of  the  peace 
of  the  Church,  had  ratified  and  approved  their  requests,  among  which  was  a 
definite  request  that  the  Sovereigns  should  not  burden  monasteries  with 
applications  for  corrodies.  The  Prior  presents  in  Court  the  King’s  Letters 
Patent  granting  this  request,  dated  York,  Nov.  2,3,  1316.  The  Prior  is 
allowed  to  depart  till  the  King  desires  further  speech  on  the  matter. 

King  Edward  III.  allows  this  proof  to  the  Prior  at  his  request  {ad 
requisitionem  Prioris  tenore  presentium  duximus  exemplificandumi). 

At  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

June  8,  11th  of  Reign  (1337). 

per  consilium,  dupp. 

156.  Licencia  appropriandi  ecclesiam  de  Woluardeley. 

King  Edward  (III.)  grants  licence  to  the  Prior  and  Convent  to  appropriate 
to  their  own  uses  the  Church  of  Wolverley,  held  by  them  of  the  King  in  capite, 
without  hindrance  from  Justiciars,  etc. 

At  Westminster. 

Oct.  28,  25th  of  Reign  in  England,  12th  in  France  (1351). 

per  ipsum  regem. 

157.  Licencia  appropriandi  ecclesiam  de  Ouerhury. 

King  Edward  (HI.)  grants  licence  to  the  Prior  and  Convent  to  appropriate 
to  their  own  uses  the  Church  of  Overbury,  with  Chapels  of  Washbourne, 
Teddington  and  Berrow,  without  hindrance  from  Justiciars,  and  notwith- 
standing Statute  of  Mortmain. 

At  Woodstock. 

July  5,  4th  of  Reign  (1330). 

per  Ireve,  de  privato  sigillo. 

158.  Carta  regis  Johannis  de  libertatibus  quatuor  maneriorum.* 

King  John  grants  to  the  Prior  and  Convent  in  their  four  Manors  of  Lin- 

Printed  in  Hales’  “ Registrum  B,  M.  Wyg.,”  1 1 a. 
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dridge,  Wolverley,  Stoke  and  Cleeve,  Soc  and  Sac,^  Thol  and  Theam,  and 
Infangenthief,  trial  by  water  and  fire,  rights  of  gallows,  trial  of  thieves, 
quittance  from  Thelinga,  from  murders  and  misericords,  and  all  other  liberties 
and  free  customs  as  in  their  other  Manors.  Also  freedom  from  Shire  and 
Hundred  Courts,  aids  to  Sheriffs  and  other  officials. 

Witnesses : William,  Earl  of  Salisbury ; William,  Earl  of  Arundel ; 
William,  Earl  Warrenne ; Peter  son  of  Herbert,  William  Briwere,  Thomas 
Basset,  Hugh  de  Nevill,  Warren  son  of  Gerold,  Alan  Basset.  By  hand  of 
Hugh  of  Wells,  Archdeacon  of  Wells. 

At  Merleberg  (Marlborough). 

August  27,  9th  of  Reign  (1207). 

159.  (No  heading.) 

(A  fragment.  The  beginning  of  the  document  is  wanting  owing  to  the 
loss  of  a page.) 

....  in  Boraston,  from  William  of  Boraston  one  and  a half  virgate  of  land 
in  the  same  vill,  and  from  Henry  Austyn  one  mill  in  Harvington,  and  from 
William  le  Chapeleyne  of  Harvington  six  acres  of  land  in  the  same  vill,  free 
from  Mortmain  and  Justiciars. 

At  Berwick-on-Tweed. 

May  1,  2nd  of  Reign. 

160.  Carta  regis  Edwardi  de  licencia  ingrediendi  laycum  feodum  in 

Wygornia  et  Pechesley  infra  scriptum. 

King  Edward,  in  consideration  of  a fine  paid  by  the  Prior  and  Convent, 
grants  them  pardon  for  their  offence  in  the  time  of  the  late  King  Edward  of 
entering  on  a fee  {aggrediendo  in  feodo)  without  licence  from  the  King,  viz., 
Property  received  from  Richard  de  la  Strete  one  messuage  and  a quarter  of  a 
virgate  of  land  at  Pechesley;  from  Robert  Peet  one  grove  in  Worcester  suburbs 
over  Severn;  from  Robert  le  Steor  five  cottages  in  Worcester  and  five  in  the 
suburbs  ; from  Walter  Cradan  four  acres  in  Bedwardyne ; from  Richard  le 
Orfense  seven  acres  in  the  same  vill;  from  John  Balle  one  acre  in  Lawerne ; 
from  Wulstan  de  Salop  eleven  solidates  of  rent  in  Worcester  ; from  Henry  de 
Upton  four  solidates  of  rent  in  Worcester,  and  from  William  de  Salop  four 
pennyworth  of  rent  in  Worcester. 

At  Westminster. 

Jan.  30,  7th  of  Reign. 

by  a fine  ofi  lo  marks. 


* Soc  and  Sac 

Thol 

Theam 

Infangenthief  . 

Trial  by  water,  etc. 
Thelinga  . 

Murders  . 
Misericords 


Liberty  to  the  Lords  to  have  jurisdiction  and  to  hold  their 
own  courts. 

Rights  of  buying,  selling,  and  holding  market. 

A process  whereby  anyone  found  in  possession  of  stolen 
goods  could  be  compelled  to  show  whence  he  got  them. 

Liberty  to  try  thieves,  being  their  own  tenants,  in  their  own 
courts. 

Trial  by  ordeal. 

sc.  Trithing,  a third  part  or  lesser  division  of  a county. 
The  quittance  was  from  attendance  at  or  citation  to  the 
Trithing  Courts. 

Freedom  from  obligation  to  discover  and  arrest  those  guilty 
of  murder  upon  their  lands. 

Burdens  laid  on  lands  by  the  Sheriffs  at  their  own  caprice. 


LIBER  PENSIONUM. 


55 


161.  Carta  Godfridi  de  Holine  de  Conterton  duplicata. 

King  Edward  has  granted  licence  to  the  Prior  and  Convent  to  hold  20  marks 
worth  of  land,  tenements,  and  rents  free  of  mortmain.  He  therefore  grants 
special  licence  to  Godfrey  de  Holyne  and  Margaret  his  wife,  to  John  de  Bradewas, 
and  to  William  le  Freman  to  give  to  the  Prior  and  Convent  certain  properties 
in  Conderton  and  Cleeve  Prior,  whose  annual  value  (according  to  an  enquiry 
held  by  the  King’s  Escheator  beyond  Trent,  John  de  Walewyn)  amounts  to 
12^.  gd.,  in  part  satisfaction  of  the  20  marks  worth  which  is  to  be  held  in 
capite,  but  free  of  mortmain. 

At  Tutbury. 

Nov.  14,  16th  of  Eeign. 

162.  Carta  regis  E.  de  Pechesley  et  de  terris  Ade  de  Steuenton  in  Tedin- 

ton  infra  Manerium  de  Alueston.' 

The  late  King  Edward  had  granted  licence  to  the  Prior  and  Convent  to 
hold  20  marks  worth  of  land  free  of  mortmain.  The  present  King  Edward 
therefore  grants  licence  to  Adam  de  la  Wodehale  and  Juliana  his  wife,  to 
William  le  Comstole,  and  John  de  Brannsforde,  Parson  of  Harvington,  to 
Philip,  Vicar  of  Alveston,  and  William  de  Preet,  Chaplain,  to  assign  properties 
in  Pechesley  and  Alveston  to  the  Prior  and  Convent  in  part  satisfaction  of  the 
20  marks  worth.  The  properties  in  Alveston  are  at  present  held  by  Adam 
de  Steventon  and  Juliana  his  wife,  but  on  their  death  revert  to  Philip  and 
William,  and,  by  their  assignment,  go  to  the  Prior  and  Convent.  The  whole 
amounts  in  annual  value  (according  to  enquiry  held  by  William  Trussel, 
King’s  Escheator  this  side  Trent)  to  29^. 

163.  De  quodam  placito  inter  Priorem  et  Villam  Wygornie. 

An  inspeximus  of  pleadings  in  the  Chancellor’s  Court  before  William  de 
Schareshull,  Robert  de  Bracy,  William  de  Cheltenham,  and  Andrew  Foliot, 
Justiciars,  between  the  Prior  and  Simon  Gros,  and  others. 

On  the  day  after  the  Feast  of  the  Exaltation  of  the  Cross,  1348,  Simon 
Gross  and  Roger  le  Taverner,  bailiffs  of  the  city  of  Worcester,  with  a furious 
attack  of  arms  passed  the  bounds  of  the  city  and  broke  forcibly  into  the 
precincts  of  the  Convent,  which  lies  within  the  Hundred  of  Oswaldslowe 
within  the  liberty  of  the  Church.  They  took  away  the  body  of  John  son  of 
William  Carter,  who  was  killed  in  the  churchyard,  and  without  waiting  for 
the  Coroner  of  the  county,  whose  duty  it  was  to  see  the  body,  gave  it 
ecclesiastical  burial  in  the  city  and  outside  the  liberty  of  the  Church. 

Also  William  Verney  and  seventy  other  malefactors  of  the  commonalty  of 
Worcester,  whose  names  are  given  in  full,  came  like  an  army  with  weapons, 
broke  open  the  gates  of  the  Priory,  beat  the  servants  so  that  their  lives  were 
despaired  of  and  the  Prior  long  lost  their  services,  chased  with  bows  and 
arrows  the  Prior  and  Monks,  who  tried  to  defend  themselves  without  breach 

* The  document  is  incomplete  owing  to  the  loss  of  a page.  Date  fixed  by  J.  !e. 
Brannsforde’s  vicariate  between  1320  and  1337. 
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of  peace,  and  besieged  the  Monastery  in  a terrible  manner,  trying  to  set  fire  to 
the  Cathedral  and  Priory. 

They  also  fished  in  the  separate  ponds  of  the  Priory  at  Bedwardine  and 
Hallow,  taking  from  them  bream,  perch,  and  roach  to  a great  value,  and  also 
took  6o  hares  and  200  conies  from  the  Prior’s  warren  at  Hallow  without  his 
licence  and  added  them  to  the  fishes. 

The  Justices  were  commissioned  to  try  the  case. 

At  Westminster. 

Dec,  19,  1348. 

Breve  domini  regis. 

It  was  ordered  that  the  defendants  be  made  to  appear  at  Kidderminster, 
and  that  eighteen  freemen  be  returned  to  enquire  into  the  case. 

At  Kidderminster.  Friday  after  the  Circumcision,  1349.  Simon  Gros  and 
Roger  le  Taverner  were  arrested  and  bailed,  Simon  by  William  Cassie  and 
John  Kidderminster  at  2s.,  and  Roger  by  Richard  Puller  and  William  Powicke 
at  12  pence. 

Adjournment  to  the  Sunday  before  Epiphany  at  Kidderminster. 

Adjournment  to  the  Monday  before  Epiphany  at  Wolverley. 

Adjournment  to  the  Wednesday  after  Epiphany  at  Betecote,  where  an 
order  was  made  for  exigent  against  the  defendants  with  a view  to  making  them 
outlaws  and  securing  their  attendance  at  Shipston-on-Stour  on  the  Thursday  in 
Whitsunday  week. 

Meantime  Simon  Gros  surrenders  himself  at  Westminster  and  is  bailed  on 
promise  to  appear  at  Shipston  by  Will  le  Carter,  John  de  Shelve,  Will  de 
Lench  and  Richard  Cokesey.  Roger  le  Taverner  also  surrenders  and  is 
imprisoned.  The  commonalty  are  outlawed  and  thrown  into  prison,  where 
18  of  them  die  of  the  Black  Death. 

At  Shipston-on-Stour,  Thursday  in  Whitsunday  week,  the  Bailiffs  and 
eighteen  others,  including  William  de  Everly,  Lord  of  Spetchley,  appeared  to 
answer  the  pleas  of  the  Prior,  who  assessed  the  damage  done  at  j^iooo.  The 
defendants  pleaded  that  the  churchyard  where  John  Carter  was  killed  and 
from  which  his  body  was  taken  is  without  the  Hundred  of  Oswaldslowe,  and 
being  within  the  liberty  of  the  city  of  Worcester,  they  peaceably  did  that 
which  belonged  to  the  office  of  their  Coroner  in  coming  with  the  friends 
of  the  deceased,  carrying  it  away  and  giving  it  burial.  Also  they  pleaded  that 
the  fishponds  of  Bedwardine  and  Hallow  were  places  at  which  all  citizens 
might  fish,  and  had  been  so  time  out  of  mind. 

Judgement  was  delivered  on  the  Monday  after  Trinity,  when  the  Jury 
declared  on  oath  that  the  churchyard  was  outside  the  liberty  of  the  city  and 
within  the  Hundred  of  Oswaldslowe,  and  that  the  fishponds  had  been  separate 
fishponds  time  out  of  mind.  The  bailiffs  and  the  rest  were  therefore  found 
guilty  of  contempt  and  transgressions,  and  the  damage  delivered  at  ;^xoo  12s., 
with  which  the  Prior  declared  himself  satisfied. 

At  Westminster. 

June  18,  31st  of  Reign  in  England,  18th  in  France  (1357).^ 
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164.  (No  heading.) 

A commission  from  King  Henry  VII.  to  Arthur,  Prince  of  Wales,  the 
Prior  Thomas  (Mildenham)  and  others  to  act  as  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the 
county  of  Worcester  for  the  carrying  out  of  enactments  passed  at  Winchester, 
Northampton  and  Westminster  for  the  preservation  of  the  Peace;  also  those 
passed  at  the  same  places  and  at  Cambridge  concerning  poachers,  labourers, 
pedlars,  innkeepers  and  beggars  styled  “ travelling  men  ” ; also  the  enactments 
passed  at  Westminster  in  the  reign  of  King  Henry  IV.,  i and  2,  for  the 
control  of  the  practice  of  giving  badges  and  liveries^  to  esquires  and 
serving  men. 

Power  is  given  to  punish  offenders  and  to  take  security  from  those  who 
threaten  the  peace  of  the  country,  and  in  default  of  such  security  to  imprison 
them.  Power  is  given  to  every  three  or  two  of  the  thirty  Justices  to  take 
evidence  on  oath. 

(No  date  given.) 

165.  (No  heading.) 

A Form  of  Injunction  to  those  on  the  Commission  of  Peace  regarding  the 
duties  of  their  office — in  English  ; 

Ye  shall  understand  y‘  ye  shall  swere  to  do  egall  Ryght  to  pore  and  to 
Ryche  aft*'  youre  cunnyng  and  power,  and  aft*  the  forme  of  Statuts  therof 
made.  And  alsoe  ye  shall  swere  yt  yn  youre  offic’  and  iustice  off  the  peax  in 
al  articles  in  the  Kynggs  commission  to  you  directyd  ye  shall  do  egall  Ryght 
to  the  pore  and  to  the  Riche  aft*  youre  power,  wit  and  konnynge.  And  afP 
the  lawy®  and  customes  of  Yenland.  And  the  issues  and  m’ciaments  sums 
y‘  happen  to  falle  before  you  in  forfetys  ye  shall  cause  to  be  yent’yd  yn  to  the 
Kyngg’s  exchecur.  Alsoe  ye  shall  not  take  noe  thyng  for  youre  offic’  but  of 
the  Kynge  and  feese  accustm’yd.  Also  ye  shal  not  cause  the  warrant  to  be 
dyrectyd  by  the  p’ty  playnthyff,  but  by  the  bayly  of  the  courte,  or  by  other  of 
the  Kynggs  Offic’ys  y‘  be  yndyff'erent  p’sons.  As  God  you  helpe  and  hys 
sentts. 

166.  Confirmacio  Thome  Archiepiscopi  Cantuariensis  de  pensionibus,  etc. 

Archbishop  Thomas  (Cranmer),  visiting  the  Church  and  Chapter  of 

Worcester,  has  personally  inspected  the  privileges,  muniments  and  docu- 
ments belonging  to  the  Prior  and  Convent,  and  finds  evidence  for  their 
possession  of  the  following  Churches,  etc.  : — 

1.  St.  John  Bedwardine,  with  Chapels  of  Wick  and  Wichenford. 

2.  Cleeve  Prior. 

3.  Tibberton. 

4 Bromsgrove,  with  Chapels  of  King’s  Norton  and  Grafton. 

* The  insistence  on  the  regulation  of  liveries  was  part  of  Henry  VII.’s  well-known 
policy  of  diminishing  the  power  of  the  nobility. 
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5.  Grimley,  with  Chapel  of  Hallow. 

6.  Great  Sodbury. 

7.  Dodderhill,  with  Chapel  of  Elmbridge. 

8.  Overbury,  with  Chapels  of  Teddington,  Alston,  Washbourne  and 

Borrow. 

9.  Cropthorn,  with  Chapel  of  Netherton. 

10.  Wolverley. 

11.  Stoke  Prior. 

I a.  Himbleton. 

13.  Lindridge,  with  Chapels  of  Knighton  and  Pensax.  Hereford 

Diocese. 

14.  Bromwich.  Coventry  and  Lichfield  Diocese. 

Also  Tithes : 

Two  portions  from  Villeins  of  Phepston  in  the  parish  of  Himbleton. 

On  their  own  lands  at  Sedgeberrow,  Broadwas,  Harvington  and 
Stoke  Prior. 


Also  Pensions  from  the  follow 

ing 

Churches  and  Rectors  : — 

s. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

I. 

Church  of  Kenswick 

4 

0 

12. 

Church  of  St.  An- 

2. 

Church  of  Knightwick  . 

2 

0 

drew’s 

20 

0 

3- 

Church  of  Stoke  Prior  . 

20 

0 

13- 

Church  of  St.  Swithun’s 

15 

0 

4- 

Church  of  Himbleton  . 

2 

0 

14. 

Church  of  St.  Clement’s 

6 

8 

5- 

Church  of  Hartlebury  . 

26 

8 

15- 

Church  of  St.  Peter  the 

6. 

Church  of  Harvington  . 

13 

4 

Great 

2 

0 

7- 

Church  of  Berkeley 

66 

8 

16. 

Church  of  St.  Martin’s  . 

13 

4 

8. 

Church  of  Icomb  . 

20 

0 

'7- 

Church  of  Spetchley 

2 

0 

9- 

Church  of  Bibury 

60 

0 

18. 

Church  of  Little  Pack- 

lO. 

Church  of  Sedgeberrow 

15 

0 

ington 

13 

4 

1 1 . 

Church  of  All  Saints, 

19. 

Church  of  Cropthorn  . 

5 

0 

Worcester . 

6 

8 

Accordingly  the  Archbishop,  in  virtue  of  his  office  and  of  his  examination, 
clears  (^absolvimus  et  dimitlmius)  the  Prior  and  Convent  in  their  possession  of 
the  above  named. 

At  the  Monastery  of  St.  Peter,  Gloucester. 

Aug.  30, 1544,  2nd  of  Consecration. 

167.  (No  heading.) 

A Letter  of  Protection  from  King  Henry  VI. : 

Henry,  by  the  grace  of  God  King  of  England  and  of  fraunce  and  Lord  of 
Irland,  to  all  our  trew  Legemen  and  subiects  greeting.  Forasmuch  as  we 
of  our  grace  specyall  have  taken  in  our  protection,  tuicon  and  defence  our 
well  beloved  in  God  the  Prior  and  tire  Covent  of  our  Monastery  of  Worcester 
with  all  their  lands,  tenements,  possessions,  goods  and  catells  pertaining  to 
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them,  We  therefore  will  and  straightly  charge  you  and  everie  of  you  upon 
the  faith  and  allegiance  you  owe  unto  us  that  ye  ne  perturbe,  vex,  molest  or 
inquiett  the  said  Prior  and  Covent,  or  their  tenants,  Fermors  or  ministers  in 
any  wise.  And  yt  ne  take  of  them  no  manner  goods  against  their  will 
and  agreement  upon  the  peyne  aforesaid.  Given  under  our  signet  manual 
at  our  seyd  Monastery  the  viii^'* *  day  of  October  the  year  of  our  reign 
xxxviii***.^ 

(1459.) 

168.  (No  heading.) 

N.B. — M®  quod  Prior  Ecclie  Cathedralis  Wigorn  in  prima  creatione  sna 
percipiet  de  singulis  maneriis  et  dominiis  suis  speciale  subsidium  Anglice 
Saddell  silver,  viz.  de  dominiis  de. 

169.  Cluod  nullus  vice  escaetor,  coronator,  constabularius,  etc.,  intermittet 

vel  attachiat  aliquem  in  Monasterio  sive  cemeterio. 

King  Henry  (VI.)  grants  to  John  (Carpenter),  Bishop  of  Worcester, 
Thomas  (Musard),  Prior  of  the  Monastery  and  Cathedral  Church  of  the 
Blessed  Virgin  of  Worcester,  and  to  his  Convent  that  no  sub-escheator, 
coronor,  constable,  bailiff  or  other  official  may  arrest  any  one  within  the  limits 
of  the  Monastery,  Churchyard  or  precincts,  or  in  any  way  meddle  therein — 
saving  for  treason  against  the  person  of  the  King  or  his  heirs — without  licence 
or  consent  of  the  Bishop,  Prior  and  Convent. 

At  Coventry. 

July  24,  37tli  of  ReigiP  (1459). 

per  breve  de  privato  sigillo  et  de  dat 
predicta  auctoritate  Parliamenti. 

170.  (No  heading.) 

A request  for  a corrody  from  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury — in  English. 

Worshipfull  and  right  hartie  beloved  we  greete  you  well — acertayninge  you 
that  it  hath  pleased  the  King’s  good  grace  to  graunt  unto  our  right  trustie  and 
right  hartie  beloved  Nicholas  Waringe,  Esquier,  Marshall  of  our  Pall,  the 
corrodie  that  our  Right  well  beloved  oold  servant,  Laurence  Masset,  hath  long 
time  had  and  be  possessed  of  in  place  by  surrender  of  such  I’res  patents 
as  the  sayd  Laurence  had  of  the  same  corrodie.  Wherefore  we  desire  and 
pray  y‘  ye  will  doe  yr  derert  and  accomplishe  thefect  of  the  King’s  desire  and 
writing  sent  unto  yo  for  ye  sayde  Nicholas  our  servant  in  this  part,  showing 
unto  him  your  veray  good  and  specyall  favour  in  this  behalf,  as  we  may  have 

* In  this  year,  the  last  but  one  of  his  reign,  Henry  VI.  was  in  Worcester,  and  in  a 

condition  of  unusual  vigour  of  mind  and  body. 

* In  the  first  year  of  the  succeeding  reign,  1461,  the  Prior  granted  to  the  Corporation 
of  Worcester  the  privilege  of  attending  service  at  the  Cathedral  with  their  officers.  But 
if  any  officer  should  make  an  arrest,  etc.,  within  the  precincts,  he  should  lose  his  mace 
and  office  without  hope  of  restitution. 
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cause  to  thank  you,  and  show  you  our  good  favour  in  time  comming.  And 
God  have  you  in  his  keeping. 

At  our  Mannour  of  Lambeth. 

March  1.' 

171.  Appropriatio  Rectorie  de  Kemsey  cum  capellis  pertinentibus  Collegio 
de  Westbury. 

William  Caninge,®  Dean  of  the  Collegiate  Church  and  College  of  the  Holy 
Trinity  and  SS.  Peter  and  Paul  of  Westbury  by  Bristol,  pleads  that  the 
emoluments  of  the  College  have  never  been  sufficient,  either  at  the  time  of 
its  foundation  or  since,  to  meet  its  burdens. 

The  Dean  and  Fellows  are  bound  to  perform  Obit  Masses  for  Richard,® 
Duke  of  York,  the  father  of  King  Edward  IV.,  and  for  Edmund,  late  Earl  of 
Rutland,  and  Masses  for  the  welfare  of  King  Edward  and  Queen  Elizabeth, 
during  their  lives  and  after  death  {cum  ah  hac  luce  migraverint). 

The  Dean  has  to  disburse  20  shillings  at  such  obsequies  to  the  Fellows, 
Priests,  children,  poor  and  widows  who  are  then  present.  He  is  also  bound 
to  hospitality. 

He  therefore  prays  for  the  appropriation  of  the  Church  of  Kempsey  with 
the  Chapels  of  Norton  and  Stoulton,  for  which  King  Edward  has  granted 
licence. 

Bishop  John‘S  (Carpenter)  grants  the  appropriation,  reserving  pensions  of 
6j.  %d.  for  the  Bishop  and  35.  qd.  for  the  Prior,  to  be  paid  annuali)'  at 
Michaelmas,  in  full  compensation  for  what  they  would  have  received  if  the 
appropriation  had  not  taken  place. 

At  Westbury.  In  quadam  honesta  camera  infra  collegium. 

Sept.  2,  1473. 

Present : John  Latener  and  Richard  Clent,  literati  of  the  Dioceses  of 
London,  Worcester,  and  Norwich.  The  whole  witnessed  and  transcribed  by 
Robert  Cukbarowe,  N.P. 


172.  Commissio  Archiepiscopi  Cantuariensis  Decano  Wigorniensis  ad 
exsequendum  Officium  Officialis  et  Commissarii  durante  Vacatione 
sedis  Episcopalis  Wigorniensi. 

Archbishop  Richard  (Bancroft)  appoints  Arthur  Lake,  Dean  of  Worcester, 
as  his  official  to  administer  the  Diocese  of  Worcester  according  to  the  terms 
of  Archbishop  Boniface’s  Compositio  during  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death 

* Not  dated,  but  an  endorsement,  in  a different  hand,  at  the  side  of  the  page,  reads 
" H.  8,  34’“.”  If  this  is  correct,  the  year  is  1543,  and  Cranmer  is  the  Archbishop  who 
makes  the  application.  Cf.  155  supra. 

^ William  Canynge,  1399 — 1470,  the  merchant  prince  and  ship-owner  of  Bristol, 
rebuilt  St.  Mary,  Redcliffe,  retired  from  the  world  1467,  and  took  orders  at  the  hands 
of  Bishop  Carpenter,  entering  the  College  of  Westbury,  to  which  he  was  a great  benefactor. 
He  received  acolyte’s  orders  on  the  title  of  St.  Alban’s  Church,  Worcester. 

* Richard,  Duke  of  York,  and  his  son  Edmund  were  killed  at  the  battle  of  Wakefield, 
1460. 

* Bishop  Carpenter  was  a native  of  Westbury  and  refounder  of  the  College,  where 
he  was  buried.  A great  friend  of  Canynge’s. 
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of  the  late  Bishop  Gervase  Babington,  provided^  nothing  be  done  contrary  to 
the  laws  and  statutes  of  the  realm  of  England.  The  Dean  is  to  act  with  the 
assistance  of  John  Cofton,  N.P.,  the  Archbishop’s  Registrar,  or  his  deputy. 

May  25,  1610,  6th  of  Translation. 

173.  Circuitus  Sanctuarii  sive  Cemeterii. 

Bishop  John  (Carpenter)  recites  how  that  certain  people  confined  in  the 
King’s  gaol  of  the  Castle  near  to  the  City  of  Worcester  lately  escaped  from 
prison  and  took  refuge  in  the  house  of  John  Wyll,  which  is  well  known  to 
be  within  Sanctuary,  in  order  to  gain  the  protection  of  the  sanctuary  of  the 
Church.  From  that  house  they  were  forcibly  removed  on  the  plea  that  it 
was  not  within  Sanctuary.  He  therefore  defines  the  limit  of  the  Sanctuary  of 
the  Cathedral  Church. 

Starting"  from  the  great  door  of  the  Church  by  the  Charnel  House,  it  follows 
the  stone  wall  of  the  Bishop’s  Palace  to  the  great  gate  of  the  Palace,  and  from 
ihence  goes  to  John  Smith’s  house  on  the  King’s  Street,  and  from  thence 
down  Leech  Street  to  the  corner  called  Stodenededis  Knoll  in  Sudbury  Street, 
and  from  Stodemaris  Knoll  to  the  great  gate  of  the  Priory.  From  thence  it 
passes  along  the  ymbrie,  or  “ Channel  " as  it  is  called,  a ditch  near  the  walls 
of  the  Prior’s  garden,  down  to  the  Severn,  and  from  the  Severn  along  to 
another  stone  wall  reaching  from  Severn  to  the  Charnel  House. 

At  our  Hospice  outside  the  bounds  (Warram)  of  the  New  Temple,  London. 

May  21,  1460. 


MEMORANDA  ON  THE  BLANK  PAGES. 

I.  In  the  Exchequer.  Between  Thomas  Hill  Lowe,  Clerk,  Plaintiff,  and 
William  Firkins  and  Samuel  Palfrey,  Defendants. 

At  tlie  execution  of  a commission  for  the  examination  of  witnesses  in  this 
cause  at  the  house  of  John  Jones,  known  by  the  name  or  sign  of  the  Star  and 
Garter,  situate  in  the  Foregate  Street  in  the  City  of  Worcester,  on  Wednesday 
the  fifteenth  day  of  October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty  three, 
This  book  marked  with  the  letter  A was  produced  to  Henry  Clifton,  and  by 
him  deposed  to  in  his  examination  on  the  part  of  the  said  Plaintiff  taken 
before  us. 

Wm.  Prime. 

J.  B.  Morris. 

W.  J.  Hayes. 

* 1 his  paragraph,  which  is  new  to  such  documents,  is  interesting  as  evidence  of  the 
growth  of  the  supremacy  of  the  King’s  Law  over  Ecclesiastical  Law. 

See  “ Hablngton,”  ii.,  p.  387,  W.  H.  S.  Printed  in  Bloom’s  " Early  Charters,” 
p.  183,  W.  H.  S. 
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2.  1°  die  Junii  anno  Regni  domine  Elizabethe  Regine  Anglie,  etc. 

Witnesseth  that  I ffrauncis  ffolyott  of  thinner  Temple  in  London,  gent., 
have  receyved  of  the  counterpayne  of  an  Indenture  of  Thomas  Bourne  and 
John  Bourneford  for  the  tythe  of  S‘  John’s. 

per  me  Fraunciscum  foliott. 

ON  THE  FLY-LEAF. 

Staurorum  diversorum  Maneriorum  ab  antiquo  assignatorum  Officio 
Coquinarii  Ecclesie  Beate  Marie  Wigorniensis  videllicet  apud. 


Blacwelle  . 

Porcos.  Gallinas. 
9 20 

Ova. 

400 

Aucas. 

20 

Aluestoii  . 

8 

20 

200 

20 

Clyue 

12 

20 

400 

20 

Hforton  . 

4 

9 

200 

9 

Segg® 

6 

20 

200 

10 

Tedynton 

20 

400 

20 

Ouerbury 

18 

15 

200 

15 

Moore 

9 

20 

100 

20 

Newenham 

9 

20 

100 

20 

Wodehale 

9 

20 

100 

9 

Nether  ton 

9 

9 

300 

9 

Croppethorn 

12 

20 

400 

20 

Croule 

6 

6 

100 

6 

Lippard  . 

— 

9 

100 

9 

Herdewyk 

— 

9 

— 

10 

Kynewyk 

6 

20 

1 00 

20 

Hallowe 

9 

20 

100 

20 

Grymeleye 

9 

20 

100 

20 

Bradewas 

9 

20 

100 

20 

Summa  omnium  porcorum  summa 
Item  omnium  gallinarum  summa 
Item  omnium  ovorum  summa 
Item  omnium  aucarum  summa  . 

159 

318 

3600 

297 

De  qua  summa  D’nus  Prior  jam  tarde  liabuit  pro  portione  sua  20  porcos, 
pretio  capitis  2s.  6d. — 50^.  Item  20  gallinas,  pretio  capitis  2d. — 3^.  4c?. 
Item  20  aucas,  pretio  capitis  ^d. — ^s.  Et  preter  ista  d’ns  Prior  annuatim 
percipiebat  de  Coquinario  duos  boues  ad  lardarium  suum,  pretio  capitis  135.  qd. 
— 265.  8d.  Item  Coquinarius  solebat  soluere  D'no  Priori  20s.  pro  expensis 
quas  dictus  coquinarius  solebat  effundere  pro  susceptione  Justiciariorum  d’ni 
Regis  ad  duas  vices  per  annum.  Tamen  modo  ex  noua  ordinacione  d’ns  Prior 
faciet  dictas  expensas  in  suscepcione  dictorum  Justiciariorum,  pro  quibus 
supportandis  dictus  Prior  percipiet  annuatim  20^.  de  Bursario.  Recipiet  item 
dictus  Prior  de  dictis  Bursariis  50^.  pro  dictis  20  porcis  summam.  Item  pro 
20  gallinis  summam  35.  ^d.  Et  pro  20  aucis  summam  annuatim  5^.  Ac 
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item  i6s.  8d.  pro  dictis  2 bobus,  prout  in  titulo  portionis  d’ni  Prioris  plenius 
continetur.  Et  Coquinarius  satisfaciet  Suppriori  de  205.  pro  pitancia  sua,  eo 
quod  Bursarii  soluent  nomine  suo  205.  suscepcione  Justiciariorum  d’ni  Regis,  ut 
summa  cuius  oneris  ante  istam  ordinacionem  in  magna  parte  ad  Coquinarium 
pertinebat.  Insuper  ordinatum  est  quod  summa  veri  valoris,  videlicet 
126  porcorum  remanentium  ad  usum  Officii  Coquinarii  ultra  pecuniam 
20  porcorum  summa  pro  quibus  Bursarii  satisfacient  d’no  Priori,  ultra  etiam 
4 porcos  apud  Herforton,  et  9 porcos  apud  Wodehale  quos  Coquinarius 
percipit  annuatim  de  firmariis  ibidem,  sicut  solebat  ante  ordinacionem  ab 
antiquo,  quorum  valor  sive  pecunia  dictorum  126  porcorum,  pretio  capitis 
2s.  6d.  est  ^15  15^.  Item  pecunia  269  gallinarum,  ultra  20  gallinas  pro 
d’no  Priore  summa  et  gallinas  de  Herforton  et  Wodehale  causa  predicta,  pretio 
capitis  2d.,  est  44^.  lod.  Item  pecunia  3300  ovorum,  preter  ova  Herforton  et 
Wodehale  ut  summa,  pretio  centum  qd. — 115.  Et  pecunia  259  aucarum, 
ultra  20  pro  domino,  et  aucas  de  Herforton  et  Wodehale  causa  qua  summa, 
pretio  capitis  30?. — 64^.  gd.  Summa  veri  valoris  sive  pecunie  stauri  supradicti, 
ultra  superius  excepta,  ^21  155.  yd.  de  qua  summa  allocantur  Bursariis  pro 
2 bobus  summa  pro  satisfacient  domino  26s.  8d.  ut  summa,  et  sic  summa 
annuatim  debita  Coquinario,  allocatis  allocandis,  se  extendit  ad  £21.  Que 
summa  apud  Alueston,  Blacwell,  Clyue  et  Herforton  ordinatur,  ut  modo  quo 
alius  redditus  ibidem  Coquinario  solui  consueuerat,  eodem  modo  iste  novus 
redditus  eidem  fidelitur  in  posterum  persoluatur. 

£ s.  d. 


Blacwell. 


Alueston. 


Clyue. 


Herforton. 


Brodewas. 


Redditus  antiquus  ibidem  per  annum  23  10  o 
Et  ex  nova  ordinacione  per  annum  610  o 

Summa  p.  a.  ad  quemlibet  terminum  10 
Redditus  antiquus  p.  a.  . . .13100 

Ex  nova  ordinacione  p.  a. 


Summa  p.  a.  ^19  10  o. 
Redditus  antiquus  p.  a.  . 

Et  ex  nova  ordinacione  p.  a. 

Summa  p.  a.  18  17  4,  et 
Redditus  antiquus  p.  a.  . 

Ex  nova  ordinacione 


Item  ibidem  in  capite  Jejuni 
Redditus  antiquus  p.  a.  . 


^ pro  anguillis  loj. 

300 

et  ad  quemlibet  terminum  155. 
8 IO  7 

verum  ad  quemlibet  terminum  ^2  2 6 
. 26  o o 

20  o o 
300 

Summa  reddituum  pertinentium  Officio  Coquinarii  tam  novi  quam  veteris  p.  an, 
* Capite  Jejunii=Ash  Wednesday, 


Woluardeley.  Redditus  ibidem  p.  a. 

Bremesgraue  et  firma  ibidem  p.  a. 
Beuerey,  Swyney  et  le  Orchard  . 
Firma  de  Bybury.  Redditus  apud 


600 

et  quemlibet  terminum  _^4  16 
. IO  7 4 

. 4 IO  o 

ad  quemlibet  terminum  18 
. IO  IO  o 
3 8 II 


Summa  p.  a.  ;^I3  10  1 1,  et  ad  quemlibet  terminum  y (> 
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Unus  denarius  ex  libra  pro  uno  anno  pro  contribucione  Generali 


Capitulo : 

s.  d. 


Precentor  . . 9 

PitauciariiiS  . . 17 

Infirmarius  . . 9 

Celerari  us  . . 22  7 

Camerarius  . .46 


Refectorarius  . 

s.  d. 
I 

Hostilarius 

. I 

Elemosinarius 

19 

Sacrista  . 

. 20 

Coquinarius  . 

3 

Summa  . 33  8 


Denarius  de  marca  pro  contribucione  terminali : 


s. 

d. 

S. 

d. 

Celerarius,  pro  tribus 

Refectorarius  . 

2f 

annis  . . .102 

Sacrista  . 

7 

6 

Precentor  . . 3 

0 

Infirmarius 

2 

7i 

Camerarius  . .12 

Hostilarius 

2f 

Elemosinarius  . 7 

I2 

Coquinarius  . 

I 

if 

Pitanciarius  . . 7 

Summa  , 

£7 

3 

7i 

Contributum  de  marca,  pro  uno  anno,  pro  contribucione  G( 

Capitulo  : 

s. 

d. 

S, 

d. 

Precentor 

6 

Refectorarius  . 

o| 

Pitanciarius  . 

Hi 

Hostilarius 

of 

Infirmarius  . 

5i 

Elemosinarius 

Hi 

Celerarius  . ■ 1 7 

of 

Sacrista 

Camerarius  . . 2 

of 

Coquinarius  . 

2i 

Summa  . 

• 

24 

0 

Quadrans  de  Marca,  pro  3 annis. 

officii  ubi  scripti : 

s. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

De  Cellerario  . -25 

4i 

De  Camerario 

3 

of 

De  Elemosinario 

22^ 

preter  Stoke 

De  Precentore 

IO 

De  Coquinario 

3 

De  Infirmario 

IO 

De  Hostilario 

I 

De  Sacristo  . 

23I 

De  Refectorario 

I 

De  Pitansario 

• 

I9i 

( «5  ) 
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Numbers  refer  to  documents. 


Abyndon,  Walter  de,  88 
William  de,  102 
Aecta,  William  de,  130 
Aguillym,  Robert,  130 
Alan,  Prior  of  Knights  Hospitallers,  5 
Aldeswell,  Jordan  de.  Rector  of  Withyn- 
don,  loi 

Aldred,  Peter,  136 

Alexander,  Archdeacon  of  Salop,  123 

Aleyn,  Simon,  80 

Alfred,  Bishop's  Clerk,  45 

Ambrois,  Geoffrey,  1 15 

Anc,  Robert  de,  44 

Ancredam,  Walter  de,  126 

Ankevill,  76 

Anyly,  Peter,  155 

Arthur,  Prince  of  Wales,  164 

Asteley,  William  de.  Chaplain,  127 

Astley,  Prior  of,  1 15 

Aston,  Vicar  of,  97 

Austyn,  Henry,  159 

Bagod,  The  Lord  W.,  no 

Baldwin,  Master,  3 

Balle,  John,  160 

Bartholomew,  Bishop  of  Exeter,  44,  59 
Basset,  Alan,  158 
Thomas,  158 
Bathon’,  Walter  de,  loi 
Beaufort,  Henry,  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  149 
Beausmond,  Richard,  verderer,  128 
Bedwardyne,  John  de.  Archdeacon  of  Here- 
ford, 1 16 

Bello  Campo,  Walter  de,  73,  152 
Belne,  Robert  de.  Vicar  of  Bromsgrove,  75 
Benedicta,  Abbess  of  Polesworth,  56 
Bergo,  Alfred  de,  122 
Bernard,  Helya,  84 

Berton,  Walter  de.  Bishop’s  Steward,  loi 
Bitterleye,  John  de,  117 
Blanchard,  John,  Archdeacon  of  Worcester, 
77,  79 

Bocke,  John,  Perpetual  Curate  of  Kempsey, 
61 

Bole,  John,  89 

Boncrer,  William  de.  Justiciar,  88 
Bordesley,  Abbot  of,  82 
Borham,  Henry  de.  Justiciar,  88 
Boscho,  John  de,  71 

Bosco,  R.  de.  Archdeacon  of  Coventry,  123 
Bowthebrooke,  William,  Prior  of  Bath,  57 
Bracey,  Sir  Robert  de,  131 


Bracy,  Robert  de.  Justiciar,  80,  163 
Sir  William  de,  80 
Brademedwe,  Richard  de,  75 
Bradewas,  John  de,  161 
Bradley,  Rector  of,  97 

Brannsforde,  John  de.  Parson  of  Harving- 
ton,  162 

Braybrook,  Robert,  Bishop  of  London,  149 
Briwere,  William,  158 

Bromwyc,  Richard  de.  Prior  of  Berga- 
veney,  43 

Bruges,  Andrew  de,  98 
Brugge,  John,  38« 

T.,  Escheator,  127 
Brychnus,  122 
Buckeinham,  R.  de,  76,  78 
Buckington,  Michael  de.  Rector  of  St. 
Helen’s,  115 

Burgo,  H.  de,  Earl  of  Kent,  73 
Burnel,  Edward,  132 

Burnell,  Robert,  Bishop  of  Bath  and 
Wells,  103,  131»,  132M 
Bygod,  Bartholomew  le,  130 
Calle,  William,  153 
Calys,  Brother  Richard,  Sacrist,  154 
Caninge,  William,  Dean  of  Westbury,  171 
Cantelupe,  Thomas,  Rector  of  Dodderhill, 
136 

Canterbury,  Archbishops  of — 

Thomas  Arundel,  149 
Richard  Bancroft,  172 
Thomas  Becket,  34W 
Boniface  of  Savoy,  65»,  90,  91,  92,  93, 
94.  98 

Henry  Chichele,  94 
William  Courtenay,  60 
Thomas  Cranmer,  166 
Simon  Islip,  99 
Stephen  Langton,  142 
John  Peckham,  66 
Walter  Reynolds,  87,  120 
Theobald,  124 
William  Whittlesey,  93 
Robert  Winchelsea,  98,  137 
Canterbury,  Archbishop  of,  141 
Canterbury,  Prior  of  Christ  Church,  92 
Canz,  Geoffrey  de,  73 
Capella,  Henry  de,  73 
Carter,  William,  163 
William  le,  163 
Cassie  William,  163 
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Cassii,  John,  136 
Cecilia,  Prioress  of  Cookhill,  55 
Chapeleyne,  William  de,  159 
Chatterle,  Roger,  verderer,  128 
Cheltenham,  William  de,  Justiciar,  163 
Chester,  Abbot  of  St.  Werberg,  53 
Chyshulle,  John  de,  130 
Clare,  Gilbert  de,  Earl  of  Pembroke,  Sgn 
Gilbert  de,  Earl  of  Gloucester,  103 
Cleeve  Prior,  Rector  of,  137 
Clent,  Richard,  171 
Codleya,  Thomas  de,  13 1 
Cofton,  John,  172 
Cokesey,  Richard,  163 
Colevvarc,  Alan,  136 
Colmore,  John,  128 
Compton,  Richard  de.  Clerk,  76,  78 
Comstole,  William  le,  162 
Conan,  Alice,  155 
Cook,  Hugh,  127 
Cradan,  Walter,  160 
Crancomb,  Godfrey  de,  73 
Cristian,  wife  of  Wido  de  Osseneia,  122 
Cross,  Robert,  Clerk,  77 
Cukbarowe,  Robert,  notary,  171 
Curly,  John,  Lord  of  Lockesley,  lio 
Cuthburl,  Geoffrey  de,  lOi 
D’Abetot,  Sir  Geoffrey,  80 
Derleton,  John  de,  notary,  59«,  88 
Dispenser,  Geoffrey  de,  73 
Diva,  Ralph  de.  Prior  of  Hospitallers,  59 
Doveir,  William,  Monk  of  Canterbury,  6i 
Duk,  Thomas  le,  97 
Dunclent,  John  de,  notary,  116 
Eddeworth,  Stephen  de,  130 
Edgar,  King,  155 

Edmund,  Duke  of  York,  128«,  149 
Edmund,  Earl  of  Rutland,  171 
Edward,  Abbot  of  Oseney,  44,  46 
Edward,  Duke  of  York,  128 
Edward,  Duke  of  Cornwall  and  Earl  of 
Chester,  139 
Egyock,  Edward,  1 28 
Elizabeth,  Prioress  of  Wiston,  89,  135 
Elizabeth,  Queen  of  Edward  IV.,  171 
England,  Kings  of — 

Edward,  161,  162 

Edward  I.,  80,  81,  lOO,  116,  126,  131, 
140 

Edward  II.,  132,  155 

Edward  III.,  61,  95,  127,  139,  155,  156, 

157 

Edward  IV.,  171 

Henry,  138,  140 

Henry  HI.,  73,  74,  76,  88,  130 

Henry  IV.,  109,  128,  149,  164 

Henry  V.,  129 

Henry  VI.,  38«,  167,  169 

Henry  VII.,  164 
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Thomas,  Bailiff  of  Worcester,  153 
Grymehulle,  Richard  de,  131 
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Robert  de,  Sub-Escheator,  102 
Harding,  Prior  of  Oseney,  44 
Hatfeld,  William  de,  123 
Haukeslowe,  Thomas,  128 
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J.,  Chancellor  of  Chichester,  41 

J.,  Vicar  of  Hampton  Monialium,  76,  86 

foan.  Countess  of  Gloucester,  103 

John,  Master  of  the  Carnary,  88 
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Pershore,  Abbot  of,  18,  137 
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Rigwey,  John  atte,  97 


68 


INDEX  OF  PERSONS. 


Robert,  Bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells,  59^1 
Robert,  Prior  of  Kenilworth,  44 
Robert,  Prior  of  Maidenbradley,  38 
Robert,  Prior  of  Maxstoke,  39,  40,  41 
Robert,  Monk,  44,  45 
Robert,  Archdeacon  of  Oxford,  44 
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Alexander  III.,  44?*,  59 

Benedict  XII.,  68n,  133 

Boniface  IX.,  50,  107,  in,  145,  148 

Boniface,  143 
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Schareshull,  William  de.  Justiciar,  163 
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Swinfield,  Richard  de.  Bishop  of  Hereford, 
119,  120,  121 
Synnardus,  122 

Taverner,  Roger  le.  Bailiff  of  Worcester, 
163 

Testes,  Master  Henry  de,  D.C.L.,  136 
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Winchcombe,  Abbot  of,  131M,  137 
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Bleys,  William  de,  75,  78,  86,  88,  loi, 
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Acton  Turville,  54 
Alston,  69,  152,  166 
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Alveston,  57,  152,  162 
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Aston,  97 
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Broadwas,  60,  152,  166 
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Chaddesley,  34 
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Cirencester,  80,  81,  99 
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Grimley,  60,  64,  65,  67,  152,  166 
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Horewell,  24 

Horsebroke,  71 
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Lilleshall,  47 
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Malvern,  103,  152 
Malvern,  Great,  21,  22,  23 
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Marlborough,  158 
Marston  Sicca,  26 
Maxstoke,  39,  40,  41 
Mickleton,  28 
Mondena,  82 
Morton  Morrell,  36 
Mydenhale,  82 
Mytton,  152 

Netherton,  60,  63,  152,  166 
Newbold  Pacey,  53 
Newcastle-on-Tyne,  155 
Newenham,  152 
Northampton,  164 
Norton,  171 
Nottingham,  155 
Oldenhall,  121 
Ombersley,  ii 
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Packington,  Little,  152«,  166 

Padeston,  79 

Pallewrne,  152 

Pechesley,  160,  162 

Pensax,  60,  121,  152,  166 

Pershore,  18,  19,  20,  66 

Pershore,  Church  of  St.  Andrew,  18 


Perugia,  85 

Phepston,  60,  152,  166 
Pillerton  Hersey,  32 
Polesworth,  56 
Powick,  21 
Pucklechurch,  50 
Quennington,  5,  59 
Quinton,  56 
Radewyk,  88 
Reate,  147,  15 1 
Rome,  The  Lateran,  125 
Rome,  St.  Mary  Major,  141,  146 
Rome,  St.  Peter’s,  107,  III,  118,  119,  143, 
148 

Rotherfield,  84 
Rowley,  30 
Sandwell,  58,  I2^n 
Sedgeberrow,  60,  152,  166 
Severn,  113,  133,  160,  177 
Shipston,  130,  152,  163 
Shurnock,  128 
Simmond’s  Marsh,  122 
Singlemede,  69 
Skipton  in  Craven,  155 
Slabach,  59 
Slyndon,  94 
Smythescroft,  71 
Stedewell,  152 
Stodemaris  Knoll,  173 
Stoke  Prior,  60,  104,  105,  106,  107,  108, 
152,  158,  166 
Stokeende,  107 
Stoulton,  171 
Tanworth,  40 
Tapenhale,  152 
Tardebigge,  82 
Teddington,  60,  152,  157,  166 
Temple,  London,  173 
Tetbury,  27 

Tewkesbury,  12,  13,  14,  15,  103,  138 

Tibberton,  60,  95,  96,  97,  152,  166 

Timberdine,  152 

Toddington,  42 

Tormarton,  54 

Tottenhulle,  79 

Trent,  128,  162 

Trympley,  37,  132 

Tutbury,  161 

Twining,  16 

Tymberhungre,  79 

Tytherington,  48 

Upton  Snodsbury,  22 

Villeneuve  d’Amont,  134 

Viterbo,  74,  91 

Vrandeley,  79 

Vroggmore,  71 

Walton,  59 

Warwick — 

Hospital  of  St.  John,  35,  36 
St.  Lawrence  Church,  33 
St.  Mary’s  Church,  32,  33,  34 
St.  Nicholas  Church,  33 
St.  Peter's  Church,  33 
Warwickshire,  32,  39,  41 
Washbourne,  60,  157,  166 
Wells,  50 
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Westbury,  17 1 

Westminster,  51,  61,  65,  88,  104,  109,  127, 
128,  129,  132,  149,  156,  160,  163,  164 
Weston  on  Avon,  135 
Whatcote,  24 
Whiston,  89,  135 
Whitbourne,  119 
Whittington,  3,  152 
Whytford,  79 
Wichenford,  60,  113,  152 
Wigan,  155 
Winchcombe,  16,  17 
Winchester,  164 
Wiston  Castle,  59»,  152 
Wodcote,  79 

Wolverley,  60,  70,  71,  72,  152,  156,  158, 
163,  166 
Woodhale,  152 
Woodstock,  130,  157 


Worcester,  i,  23,  25,  73,  83,  88,  89,  102, 
106,  108,  109,  1 12,  1 14,  1 16,  127,  135, 
142,  146,  153,  160,  167,  173 
Church  of  All  Saints,  i,  2,  60,  152, 
166 

Church  of  St.  Andrew,  60,  166 
Church  of  St.  Clement’s,  2,  60,  152, 
166 

Church  of  St.  Helen,  113 
Church  of  St.  Martin,  2,  60,  152,  166 
Church  of  St.  Peter,  20,  60,  166 
Church  of  St.  Swithun,  2,  60,  152,  166 
Worcestershire,  152 
Wrannte,  79 
Wribbenhall,  156 
Wych,  152 

Wyke,  60,  1 13,  1 14,  1 16,  152 
Wylingswike,  79 
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Amices,  use  of,  147 
Arrest,  limitation  of,  152,  169 
Baptism,  Church  for,  114 
Bishop’s  Agent  in  Priory,  loi 
Bishop’s  Officials  in  Priory,  137 
Black  Death,  62,  70,  163 
Burial,  Rights  of,  89,  152,  163 
Camerarius,  105,  106,  108,  no 
Canon  at  Oseney  Abbey,  44 
Celerarius,  79 

Chapels  ami  Oratories  in  Diocese,  152 
Charity  Pence,  69,  71 
Charnel  House,  88,  173 
Cliristmas  Gifts,  109,  112 
Civil  Strife,  64,  65 
Clochium,  62,  70 
Collection  of  Tenths,  139,  140 
Compositio  of  Archbishop  Boniface,  90 — 
94,  172 

Confessional  Money,  108,  116 
Corrodies,  155,  170 
Crusaders,  Privileges  to,  136 
Diete,  136 

Documents,  Exhibition  of,  143 
Easter  Eggs,  1 16 
Escheator’s  Enquiry,  102,  127 
Fishponds  of  Priory,  152,  163 
Forest  Rights,  128 
Gift  of  a Church,  122 

Hospitality  of  Convent,  64,  65,  67,  77,  119, 
123 

Hostilarius,  in 
Infirmarius,  63,  76 
Interdict,  152 

King  John,  Masses  for,  73,  76 
Leytone  Halfpence,  71 
Liberties  of  Priory,  149,  163,  169 
Liveries,  Enactments  concerning,  164 
Macebearers,  Exclusion  of,  149 
Malvern  Hills,  Encroachment  on,  103 
Manorial  Rights,  Grant  of,  158 
Market,  Grant  of,  130 
Mitre,  Staff,  etc.,  Grant  of,  144 
Monks — 

Endowment  of  additional,  117 
Liberty  of  admission,  152 
Number  of,  107 
Right  to  eat  flesh,  134 


Monks — continued 

Right  to  preach,  146 
Right  to  wear  capes,  147 
Mortmain,  95,  104,  126,  127,  129,  132,  156, 
IS7.  IS9.  i6i 
Mother  Church,  a,  124 
O.  Oriens,  154 
Outlawry,  129,  163 
Oxford,  Students  at,  68 
Pardon,  General,  129 

Pensions,  Grounds  for,  7,  9,  31,  32,  50,  53, 

171 

Pitaiicer,  154 

Pl.ates  and  Bowls,  Pension  in  lien  of,  5 
Poverty  of  Monastery,  62,  64,  65,  70,  95, 
105,  107 

Precentor,  79,  96,  97 
Prior — 

Appointment  of,  lOI,  142 
A justice  of  Peace,  164,  165 
Privileges,  134,  143,  144,  146,  147,  i49.'i5L 
169 

Properties  of  Monastery,  60,  102,  142,  148, 
150,  166 

Reconciliation  of  Churches,  145 
Rededore  in  Cathedral,  153 
Repair  of  Chancels,  71,  77,  97,  108, 

121 

Resignation  of  Prior  Norman,  142 
Riot  in  Priory  Precincts,  163 
Sacrist,  86,  89,  153,  154 
Sadell  Silver,  168 
St.  Cuthbert,  Image  of,  116 
St.  Wulstan,  Shrine  of,  lOO,  117,  142 
Salt  Pans,  Tithe,  etc.,  136 
Scryftsilver,  116 
Seals  of  Deaneries,  40,  89 
Secular  Persons  in  Chapter  House,  92,  141, 
142 

Sub-Prior,  90,  94,  99,  145,  154 
Transfer  of  Church,  114 
Travelling  Men,  164 
Visitation  of  Cirencester  by  Prior,  99 
Visitation  of  Gloucester  by  Prior,  98 
Visitation  of  Worcester  by  Archbishop, 
141,  142,  i66 

Visitation  of  Worcester  by  Bishop,  142 
Waterpipes,  protection  for,  133 


L 


LONDON : 

MITCHELL  HUGHES  AND  CLARKE, 

11-13  bream’s  buildings,  E.C.4. 


I 


Date  Due 

Due  Returned  Due  Returned 

BOUND 
OFC  8'  1850  ■ 

. Y • Iri.  3» 


UNIVERSITY  OF  FLORIDA 


3 1262  05294  3932 


? 


• 


I 


1 


1 . 


